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Whosoever  Shall  Solicit  Sodomy 

AIDS  Fear  Cited  in  Atlanta  Bathhouse  Bust 


“ Whosoever  shall  knowingly 
erect,  establish  ...  or  own  or  lease 
any  . . .  place  used  for  the  purpose 
of  lewdness,  prostitution, 
sodomy,  the  solicifation  of 
sodomy,  or  masturbation  for  hire 
shall  be  guilty  of  maintaining  a 
nuisance  . . .  and  the  building  . . . 
in  which  such  lewdness  [etc.]  shall 
be  conducted  [is]  also  declared  to 
be  a  nuisance.  ” 

—  Georgia ’s  public  nuisance/ 
sodomy  law 
By  Stephanie  Poggi 
ATLANTA  —  The  Solicitor  of 
Fulton  County  is  seeking  to  close 
the  two  gay  bathhouses  here  under 
Georgia’s  public  nuisance  law, 
and  police  have  arrested  at  least 
nine  patrons  for  “sodomy”  in  a 
February -10  raid  on  the  baths.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Glen  McGahee  of  AID 
Atlanta,  the  civil  suit  brought  by 


Solicitor  Jim  Webb  asks  that  Club 
Atlanta  and  Locker  Room  Health 
Club  be  closed  to  prevent  the  fur¬ 
ther  spread  of  AIDS,  and  that 
police  be  granted  access  to  the 
baths  without  a  warrant  in  the 
future. 

According  to  an  employee  at 
Club  Atlanta  who  attempted  to 
prevent  police  from  entering,  and 
Nick  Dana,  head  of  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Rights  Chapter  of  the 
Georgia  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  police  had  no  warrant 
when  they  raided  Club  Atlanta 
and  the  Locker  Room  Health 
Club.  The  employee  was  arrested 
for  obstructing  the  entry  of  the 
metro  vice  squad.  A  hearing  in  the 
civil  suit  is  scheduled  for  February 
28,  and  the  baths  will  remain  open 
for  the  time  being. 

The  metro  vice  squad,  a  Fulton 


County  police  force  “managed” 
by  the  solicitor,  conducted  under¬ 
cover  surveillance  of  the  two  baths 
for  six  months,  leading  up  to  the 
recent  raid,  according  to 
McGahee. 

Brian  Spears,  attorney  for  Club 
Atlanta,  told  GCN  that  Webb 
claims  his  goal  is  to  stop  the 
spread  of  contagious  diseases,  in¬ 
cluding  AIDS,  but  Webb  hasn’t 
“told  me  how  closing  [the  baths] 
down  can  prevent  further  AIDS 
cases.”  Spears  noted  that 
Georgia’s  state  law  expressly  pro¬ 
hibits  “sodomy”  and  gives  Webb 
extra  ammunition  against  the 
baths.  Spears  said  he  expects 
to  see  “continued  police  harass¬ 
ment.” 

Gay  and  lesbian  groups  in 
Atlanta  are  rallying  to  fight  the 
solicitor’s  suit.  Nick  Dana  and 


other  gay  activists  believe  Webb  is 
taking  advantage  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic  to  carry  out  his  anti-gay 
agenda.  He  is  “using  AIDS  as  an 
excuse  to  clobber  gays,”  said 
Dana.  “Police  aren’t  concerned 
about  health  [either],”  he  added. 

Dana  told  GCN  a  community 
meeting  was  scheduled  for 
February  14  to  discuss  community 
strategy  and  that  to  date  15  local 
groups  have  signed  a  protest  state¬ 
ment.  Dana  has  also  met  with 
Atlanta  police  chief  Morris  Red¬ 
ding,  who  is  on  the  board  that 
oversees  the  metro  squad,  and 
plans  to  help  organize  meetings 
with  the  mayor  and  the  county 
commissioner.  He  hopes  com¬ 
munity  response  can  pressure 
county  officials  to  curtail  the  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  vice  squad.  Neither 
Redding  nor  Webb  could  be  con¬ 


tacted  as  GCN  went  to  press. 

Webb  is  also  responsible  for 
closing  down  several  adult 
bookstores  and  for  the  arrest  last 
year  of  the  owner  of  Atlanta’s  gay 
bookstore,  Christopher’s  Kind, 
according  to  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Locker  Room  baths.  Dana 
told  GCN  the  vaguely  worded 
“public  nuisance”  law  was  in¬ 
voked  in  these  cases  as  well.  Gene 
Loring,  the  owner  of  Chris¬ 
topher’s  Kind,  told  GCA  he  is  still 
on  probation  for  carrying  maga¬ 
zines  showing  “lewd  depiction  of 
genitals.”  Loring  no  longer  car¬ 
ries  “lewd”  publications,  and 
x-rated  theaters,  massage  parlors 
and  adult  bookstores  remain 
closed  in  Atlanta. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Fire  Guts  Bathhouse 


By  Sue  Hyde 

BOSTON  —  A  fire  of  unknown 
origin  gutted  a  historical  building 
at  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
LaGrange  Streets  in  the  Combat 
Zone  on  Feburary  9,  putting  the 
Club  Baths  Boston  out  of 
business.  The  Hayden  Building 
was  also  home  to  the  Scene 
Theatre,  a  porn  moviehouse.  Fire 
department  officials  believe  the 
fire  started  on  the  top  floor  of  the 
five-story  structure. 

According  to  George  Phillips, 
general  manager,  the  baths  will  be 
closed  indefinitely.  AH  customers 
and  employees  escaped  the  build¬ 
ing  unharmed,  but  a  handful  fled 
clad  only  in  towels  and  sheets. 

When  the  fire  broke  out  just 
before  11:00  a.m.,  bathhouse 
workers  were  cleaning  the  club,  a 
once-a-day  ritual  which  takes 
place  between  the  hours  of  9:00 
and  1 1 :00.  According  to  assistant 
manager  Andy  Zdanowicz,  on  du¬ 
ty  with  three  other  employees,  few 
customers  stay  in  the  club  during 
the  daily  cleanup  when  all  rooms 
and  lounge  areas  are  fully  il¬ 
luminated.  He  said  ten  customers 
were  in  the  club  when  the  fire 
alarm  sounded. 

Zdanowicz  told  GCN  that  when 
the  alarm  went  off,  “we  shut  it 
off.  Usually  a  guy  under  an  alarm 
with  a  cigarette  can  set  them  off. 
But  I  sent  an  employee  up  to  the 
top  floor  to  check  it  out.  He  came 
running  downstairs  and  shouted, 
‘Andy,  get  the  hell  out.  There’s  a 
fire  up  there  and  I  can’t  stop  it. 
The  whole  top  floor  is  going.’  ” 

Zdanowicz  said  he  and  other 
staffmembers  got  all  the  customers 
out  of  the  building  and  called  the 
fire  department.  “It  went  up  like  a 
tinderbox....  The  smoke  was 
tremendous.” 

Firefighters  were  ordered  out  of 
the  building  shortly  after  they  ar¬ 
rived  because  the  rapid  spread  of 
the  flames  jeopardized  their  safe¬ 
ty.  Sixteen  pieces  of  equipment 
and  about  65  firefighters  were  sent 
to  the  blaze. 

In  the  Sunday,  February  10  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Boston  Globe,  reporter 
James  Franklin  erroneously  stated 
that  only  the  first  floor  of  the 
building  was  occupied  at  the  time 
of  the  fire.  Franklin  and  Fire  Com¬ 
missioner  Leo  Stapleton  both  ap¬ 
parently  neglected  to  check  the  La 
Grange  side  of  the  building.  The 
entrance  to  the  Club  Baths  is  at  4 
La  Grange. 

In  its  February  11  edition,  the 


Globe  carried  a  report  on  the 
building’s  status  as  a  Boston  land¬ 
mark.  Built  in  1876,  the  Hayden 
Building  is  the  last  surviving  com¬ 
mercial  building  designed  by 
Henry  Hobson  Richardson,  a  pro¬ 
minent  figure  in  American 
architecture.  Richardson  also  built 
Trinity  Church  in  Copley  Square, 
Boston,  and  the  Brattle  Square 
Church  in  Cambridge. 

The  fire  at  the  Club  Baths 
preceded  by  only  five  days  the  of¬ 
ficial  opening  of  Boston’s  only 
other  bathhouse  for  gay  men  — 
Baskets.  Baskets  occupies  a  space 
at  297  Franklin  Street,  which  until 
December  3,  1983  housed  the 
bathhouse  Saunatek.  A  fire  on 
that  day  burned  out  Saunatek  and 
Somewhere  Else,  a  lesbian  bar  on 
the  first  two  floors  of  the  building. 
Somewhere  Else  resumed  opera¬ 
tions  about  a  year  ago. 

According  to  George  Phillips, 
the  general  manager  of  Club  Baths 
Boston  and  other  Northeast  af¬ 
filiates  of  the  42-franchise  nation¬ 
wide  Club  Baths  chain,  no  deci¬ 
sion  on  reopening  the  Boston  club 
has  been  made.  Phillips  said  a 
stockholders’  meeting  is  scheduled 
for  the  very  near  future  and  that 
body  will  determine  the  future  of 


Boston’s  franchise. 

Phillips  said  an  estimate  of 
damages  is  unavailable  until  an  ap¬ 
praiser  assesses  the  value  of  club 
equipment  lost  in  the  fire. 

According  to  Phillips,  the  club 
had  not  had  problems  with  land¬ 
lord  Joseph  Balliro,  a  Beacon  Hill 
attorney. 

Phillips  said  no  threats  against 
the  club  had  been  received.  “I  can 
tell  you  that  nothing  that  I’m 
aware  of  had  been  said  against  the 
club.  [The  fire]  just  happened.  I’d 
have  been  aware  of  any  threats.” 

Fire  department  spokesman  Bill 
Murphy  told  GCN  that  the  fire  is 
being  investigated  to  discover  its 
cause,  although  he  stopped  short 
of  calling  it  suspected  arson.  Inves¬ 
tigators  have  been  hampered  in 
their  work  because  building  floors, 
weakened  by  the  fire  and  by  ice 
which  formed  after  the  fire  was  ex¬ 
tinguished,  are  in  danger  of  collap¬ 
sing. 

The  fire  at  the  Hayden  Building 
represents  another  .  setback  for 
the  embattled  Combat  Zone, 
which  Mayor  Flynn  has  promised 
to  eliminate.  One  firefighter  was 
reported  to  have  cryptically  re¬ 
marked,  in  reference  to  this  fire, 
“This  is  one  out  of  nine.” 


Gil  Gerald  (in  handcuffs),  executive  director  of  the  National  Coalition  of 
Black  Gays  (NCBG)  and  Tom  Chorlton  (behind  Gerald),  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic  Clubs, 
under  arrest  at  the  South  African  Embassy  in  D.C.  on  February  6.  Fifty- 
five  other  activists,  including  many  lesbians  and  gay  men,  were  also  ar¬ 
rested  in  the  anti-apartheid  demonstration. 

•  •  • 

On  Wednesday,  Feb.  13,  an  organized  feminist  contingent  joined  the 
on-going  anti-apartheid  protests.  Twenty-five  women  were  arrested  in¬ 
cluding  Bernice  Johnson  Reagon  of  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  and 
members  of  off  our  backs  the  national  newsjournal,  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  Against  Domestic  Violence,  the  Washington  Rape  Crisis  Center 
and  a  number  of  other  local  D.C.  feminist  organizations  and  individual 
activists.  The  women  were  held  approximately  three  hours  for  process¬ 
ing.  Approximately  1,600  people  have  been  arrested  nationwide  in  the 
anti-apartheid  protests  by  Trans  Africa  and  the  Free  Africa  Movement. 


Delta  Backs  Down  on  AIDS  Policy 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

ATLANTA  —  Their  motto 
is  “Delta  gets  you  there,”  but 
people  with  AIDS  have  reason  to 
believe  the  airline  would  just  as 
soon  they  stay  where  they  are.  The 
Atlanta-based  airline  recently  filed 
a  tariff  with  the  Department  of 
Transportation  saying  it  would  not 
allow  people  with  AIDS  on  any  of 
its  flights.  Delta  formulated  the 
policy  in  the  belief  that  AIDS  can 
be  transmitted  by  casual  contact, 
such  as  through  coughing  or 
sneezing  or  via  toilet  seats. 

The  airline  withdrew  the  unim¬ 
plemented  policy  following  prompt¬ 
ing  by  James  Curran,  M.D.,  of  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  AIDS 
Task  Force.  Curran  told  Delta  there 
is  no  medical  basis  on  which  to  ex¬ 
clude  passengers  who  have  AIDS. 

A  spokesperson  for  Delta,  Dick 
Jones,  told  GCN  the  policy  was 
developed  because  of  a  “wide¬ 
spread  misunderstanding”  within 
the  company.  Jones  said  the  deci¬ 
sion  had  been  made  by  “senior 


staff”  whom  he  declined  to  iden¬ 
tify  more  specifically.  They  made 
their  decision,  he  said,  “on  the 
strength  of  the  medical  evidence 
given.”  Jones  was  unable  to  iden- 
tifiy  the  source  of  the  medical 
evidence  and  said  he  did  not  know 
why  the  tariff  was  filed  before  ob¬ 
taining  more  reliable  information. 

When  asked  if  the  policy  might 
be  reconsidered  in  the  future, 
Jones  said  the  situation  “wilt  be 
monitored”  based  on  current 
medical  knowledge.  As  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  monitoring  he  cited  a 
clipping  about  AIDS  from  the 
Wall  Street  Journal  which  was  for¬ 
warded  to  him  by  the  company’s 
legal  department.  He  also  cited 
radio  and  television  broadcasts 
from  the  south  Florida  region  sug¬ 
gesting  AIDS  germs  may  be  spread 
through  sneezes  and  coughs. 

Who  would  be  the  interpreter  of 
current  medical  knowledge  for  the 
company?  Jones  said  Delta  ac¬ 
cepted  CDC  judgment  in  this  in¬ 


stance  but  stopped  short  of  nam¬ 
ing  the  agency  as  the  arbiter  of  the 
future.  Jones  said  officials  at  the 
CDC  were  not  “willing  to  be  ex¬ 
perts.” 

Curran,  however,  told  GCN  that 
the  CDC  has  not,  and  will  not,  ab¬ 
dicate  responsibility  for  informing 
the  public  on  current  knowledge 
about  transmissibility.  He  said  it 
was  his  impression  that  Jones  re¬ 
garded  the  CDC’s  view  as  one  in  a 
range  of  medical  opinions  which 
were  in  conflict.  “I  don’t  think 
Mr.  Jones  has  given  a  whole  lot  of 
thought  to  this  issue,”  he  said. 

The  CDC  involvement  was 
prompted  by  Stosh  Ostrow,  M.D., 
president  of  the  Georgia  Physi¬ 
cians  for  Human  Rights,  who 
asked  Curran  to  call  Delta  after  he 
heard  on  February  8  that  Delta 
was  planning  to  bar  persons  with 
AIDS  from  its  flights.  Ostrow  re¬ 
called  that  when  he  first  called 
Jones  “I  could  not  get  any  infor¬ 
mation  from  him.  On  Friday 


nobody  knew  anything  [at  Delta]. 
On  Saturday  there  was  more  of  a 
party  line.  On  Monday  morning 
Jones  said  it  was  company  policy 
but  no  further  information  was 
available.  By  Monday  afternoon 
the  policy  was  rescinded.” 

Jones  acknowledged  that  the 
gay  community’s  interest  was 
sparked  and  said,  “We  got  con¬ 
tacted  by  many  groups,  not  the 
least  of  which  was  the  CDC....  We 
took  a  rash  of  phone  calls  here.” 
He  also  said  the  calls  caused  the 
airline  to  rethink  the  situation 
when  people  claiming  to  have 
AIDS  called  asking  if  they  could 
purchase  tickets.  “How  do  you 
know  if  a  person  has  AIDS?” 
asked  Jones.  “We  have  to  go  by 
what  people  tell  us.” 

Jones  told  GCN,  “It  was  not 
our  intent  to  discriminate  against 
any  particular  group.  We  sincerely 
felt  [the  policy  would]  protect  the 
preponderance  of  the  public.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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quotes  of  the  week 

“The  dignity  and  bodies  of  women  should  not 
be  commercialized  while  the  Holy  Father  is  in  the 
country.” 

—  from  Bishop  Ricard  Durand  in  Lima,  Peru  re¬ 
questing  the  closure  of  brothels  and  massage  parlors 
on  the  eve  of  the  Pope’s  January  31  visit  to  Peru.  Over 
9,000  “vagrants,  prostitutes  and  homosexuals”  were 
arrested  in  the  round-up,  according  to  the  New  York 
Daily  News. 

*  *  * 

"You  should  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  powerful, 
well-financed  coalition  of  radical  leftists  and 
homosexuals  is  determined  to  see  Ronald  Reagan’s 
policies  crushed.  They  have  nearly  unlimited  funds 
and  fanatic  determination  to  beat  Ronald  Reagan.” 

—  from  a  fundraising  letter  of  Young  Americans 
for  Freedom,  signed  by  Robert  Dolan,  national  chair¬ 
man,  enclosed  with  a  full-color,  official  White  House 
photograph  of  Nancy  Reagan. 


$70  million  if  georgetown  plays  fair 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Mayor  Marion  Barry  has 
resubmitted  legislation  to  the  Washington  City  Coun¬ 
cil  to  issue  $70  million  in  bonds  to  renovate  George¬ 
town  University,  provided  the  school  does  not 
discriminate  against  gay  students,  according  to  the 
Washington  Post.  Barry’s  proposal,  which  does  not 
guarantee  official  recognition  of  gay/lesbian  student 
groups,  has  been  called  an  acceptable  compromise 
by  activists  here. 

The  university  is  currently  engaged  in  a  court  bat¬ 
tle  with  gay  activists  over  its  refusal  to  give  campus 
privileges  to  gay/lesbian  student  groups. 

The  case  comes  from  a  suit  filed  in  1980  against 
the  university  by  two  gay/lesbian  student  groups.  A 
District  of  Columbia  Superior  Court  judge  ruled  in 
1983  that  Georgetown  may  deny  privileges  to  les- 
bian/gay  groups  because  the  university’s  Catholic 
beliefs  against  homosexuality  are  protected  by  the 
First  Amendment. 


day  care  workers  may  strike 

BOSTON  —  Members  of  District  65,  United  Auto 
Workers  at  Associated  Day  Care  Services  of 
Metropolitan  Boston  (ADCS)  have  voted  64-4  to 
authorize  their  bargaining  team  to  call  a  strike  on  or 
after  February  21  if  significant  improvement  is  not 
made  in  management’s  current  bargaining  position. 
District  65  represents  teaching,  social  work,  cooking, 
custodial  and  clerical  staff  at  the  agency. 

Workers  at  ADCS  have  been  working  without  a 
contract  since  July,  1984.  They  are  fighting  for  wage  in¬ 
creases,  benefits,  and  improved  working  conditions. 

The  Union  is  currently  organizing  all  day-care 
workers  in  the  state.  A  strike  at  ADCS,  the  oldest  and 
largest  day-care  agency  in  Massachusetts,  would  be 
the  first  strike  ever  in  the  history  of  Massachusetts 
day  care. 


glad  directory 

BOSTON  —  The  third  edition  of  the  National  At¬ 
torney's  Directory  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  has 
been  published  by  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD). 

The  Directory,  formerly  titled  The  National  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Attorney’s  Referral  Directory,  lists  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  attorneys  and  attorneys  sympathetic  to 
the  needs  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  in  a  state-by-state 
format. 

The  Directory  is  available  from  GLAD  for  $10.00 
plus  $2.00  postage  and  handling.  Also,  attorneys  in¬ 
terested  in  being  listed  should  contact  GLAD.  Checks 
payable  to  GLAD  or  other  inquiries  should  be  sent  to 
GLAD,  P.O.  Box  218,  Boston,  MA  02112. 


queers  against  apartheid 

NEW  YORK  —  A  lesbian  and  gay  anti-apartheid 
action  will  be  held  at  the  South  African  consulate 
(425  Park  Avenue)  on  February  22  from  3  to  6  p.m.  This 
action  is  sponsored  by  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  Against  Apartheid. 


repro  rights  activists  keep  fighting 

SEATTLE  —  Four  hundred  pro-choice  activists 
picketed  and  rallied  in  defense  of  Women’s  Health¬ 
care  Center  in  this  city  ort  January  19.  The  action  was 
called  to  commemorate  the  twelfth  anniversary  of  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  legalizing  abortion,  and  to 
defend  clinic  staff  and  patients  from  threatened  anti¬ 
abortion  violence  on  that  date.  The  Women’s  Health¬ 
care  Center  has  suffered  escalating  attempts  at  in¬ 
timidation  by  religious  “pro-life”  groups  since  the 
December  sentencing  of  Curtis  Beseda,  convicted  of 
three  arson  attacks  on  an  abortion  clinic  in  nearby 
Everett,  and  one  firebombing  in  Bellingham,  Wash. 


parents  protest  education 

Prompted  by  letters  from  Phyllis  Schlafly, 
parents  in  25  states  are  demanding  that  teachers  ob¬ 
tain  their  written  permission  before  teaching  “sensi¬ 
tive”  topics,  according  to  the  Chicago  Sun-Times.  The 
34  topics  include  death,  abortion,  nuclear  war,  homo¬ 
sexuality,  witchcraft,  anti-nationalistic  politics  and 
communism. 

At  leat  one  school  system  has  responded  by 
warning  new  teachers  to  handle  such  issues  with 
great  caution.  Teachers’  union  officials  fear  the  cam¬ 
paign  could  pressure  textbook  publishers  to  precen¬ 
sor  textbooks. 

The  Christian  Radio  Network  continues  to  run 
three  one-minute  spots  on  the  subject  each  day. 


anti-abortion  scam 

BOSTON  —  A  Massachusetts  anti-abortion 
organization  has  received  $100,000  in  aid  from  VISTA, 
in  what  appears  to  be  an  outright  violation  of  the 
federal  poverty  program  guidelines,  according  to  the 
Boston  Clobe. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  (D-Mass.),  chairperson  of  a 
subcommittee  that  oversees  VISTA,  sharply  criticized 
the  funding  of  Birthright  of  Boston,  Inc.  Frank  says 
VISTA’s  funds  are  not  intended  to  be  used  for  political 
causes.  Frank  and  others  are  calling  the  Birthright 
funding  a  calculated  move  by  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  to  divert  VISTA’s  resources  to  a  conservative 
group. 

A  special  assistant  at  ACTION  —  a  federal  agen¬ 
cy  which  also  oversees  VISTA  —  had  sent  letters  to 
Birthright  chapters  in  47  states,  encouraging  them  to 
apply  for  VISTA  funding. 


lesbians,  gay  men  demonstrate  in  italy 


BOLOGNA,  Italy  —  Some  of  the  participants  of  the 
International  Gay  Association  European  conference, 
demonstrating  in  front  of  the  Spanish  Cultural  Institute  in 
this  Italian  city  to  protest  the  closing  of  gay  bars  on  Mallorca 
and  the  arrest  of  gay  people  in  the  Spanish  military.  The 
next  IGA  world  conference  will  be  held  in  July  1985,  in 
Toronto. 


homophobe  may  challenge  houston 
mayor 

HOUSTON  —  City  Councilman  John  Goodner,  a 
leader  against  Houston’s  gay  rights  referenda,  says 
he  may  challenge  Mayor  Kathy  Whitmire  in  the 
November  election,  according  to  the  Danas  voice. 
Whitmire  actively  supported  the  anti-discrimination 
measures  that  were  defeated  on  January  19  by  a  4-1 
margin.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  28.) 

Goodner  claims  several  people  have  encouraged 
him  to  run  against  Whitmore,  calling  the  defeat  of  the 
measures  to  protect  the  civil  rights  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  a  mandate  for  him  to  seek  the  mayor’s  post. 


plenty  of  blood 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Terror  of  AIDS  has 
“shaken  the  public’s  confidence  in  the  blood  supplies 
far  beyond  its  actual  risk  to  blood  recipients,  yet  no 
widespread  shortages  have  resulted,”  according  to 
the  Washington  Post.  Reporting  to  the  House  Energy 
and  Commerce  Committee,  the  congressional  Office 
of  Technology  Assessment  said  that  policies  im¬ 
plemented  over  the  past  ten  years  have  effectively 
secured  a  safe  blood  supply. 

Although  the  research  agency  noted  that  “it  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen  if  AIDS  will  have  a  long-lasting  ef¬ 
fect  on  blood  resources,”  both  donors  and  blood  col¬ 
lection  organizations  have  responded  well  to  the 
challenge. 


budget  cuts  hit  aids  funding 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion’s  fiscal  year  1986  budget,  presented  to  Congress 
on  February  4,  includes  a$10  million  cut  forthe  Public 
Health  Service’s  AIDS  work,  as  well  as  cuts  in 
Medicaid  and  elimination  of  revenue  sharing  —  all 
key  factors  in  the  fight  against  AIDS. 

The  administration’s  proposal  calls  for  a  total  of 
$85.5  million  in  AIDS-related  programs  for- the  Public 
Health  Service  in  FY  1986,  down  from  $96  million  in 
1985. 

The  budget  proposal  does  not  reflect  a  new 
federal  prograng’for  alternative  sites  for  the  HTLV-III 
antibody  test.  It  remains  unclear  whether  those  funds 
will  come  out  of  existing  programs  or  whether  addi¬ 
tional  money  will  be  requested. 

The  1986  budget  also  calls  for  a  general  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  number  of  research  grants  given  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Institutes  for  Health  from  6,500  to  5,000. 


aussie  aids  —  panic  and  prejudice 

The  New  South  Wales  Anti-Discrimination  Board 
has  expressed  grave  concern  over  increasing  AIDS 
panic  in  the  public  arena,  particularly  over  irresponsi¬ 
ble  and  inaccurate  media  reporting,  mounting  anti¬ 
gay  violence,  the  rise  of  myths  about  the  spread  of 
AIDS,  the  lack  of  easily  understood,  readily  accessi¬ 
ble  information  on  AIDS  from  government  agencies, 
and  the  need  for  guidelines  to  employers  and 
others  on  medical  facts. 

In  a  submission  to  the  National  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  on  AIDS,  a  federal  government  official  body, 
the  Board  reports  that  at  a  local  railway  depot,  gay 
staff  were  warned  that  one  toilet  cubicle  had  been 
assigned  to  them  and  it  they  used  any  other  they’d  be 
beaten  up.  Another  example,  equally  bizarre,  con¬ 
cerned  a  typist  at  a  university  who  refused  to  type 
work  for  a  gay  male  staff  member  for  fear  of  “catch¬ 
ing  AIDS”  from  handling  his  written  notes. 

—  filed  from  Sydney  by  Kendall  Lovett 


bone  marrow  biopsy  can  confirm  aids 

NEW  YORK  —  A  bone-marrow  biopsy  may  be  an 
inexpensive  and  easily  applied  means  to  confirm  a 
potential  diagnosis  of  AIDS,  according  to  a  study  in 
the  February  issue  of  Archives  of  Pathology  and 
Laboratory  Medicine.  Stephen  A.  Geller,  M.D.,  of  New 
York’s  Mount  Sinai  School  of  Medicine  and  col¬ 
leagues  compared  biopsies  from  30  people  with  AIDS 
with  those  from  20  people  with  fever  of  unknown  origin. 
Characteristic  biopsy  features  were  recognized  in  86 
percent  of  specimens  from  people  with  AIDS,  the 
researchers  say. 


free  mila  aguilar 

MANILA,  The  Philippines  —  On  August  6,  1984, 
Mila  Aguilar,  Filipina  poet,  teacher,  and  journalist, 
was  accused  of  subversion  and  was  arrested.  The 
charge  was  quickly  dismissed  by  the  civil  courts,  but 
she  continues  to  be  imprisoned  under  a  presidential 
decree. 

Supporters  are  urged  to  join  the  Committee  To 
Free  Mila  Aguilar  in  appealing  for  her  immediate  and 
unconditional  release,  and  to  urge  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  write  directly  to  President  Marcos  to  demand 
the  release  of  Mila  Aguilar. 

Aguilar’s  book  of  poetry,  A  Comrade -Is  as 
Precious  as  a  Rice  Seedling,  was  published  recently 
by  Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press.  To  obtain 
more  information  about  her  case  or  to  send  donations 
of  any  amount,  please  write:  Committee  To  Free  Mila 
Aguilar,  P.O.  Box  1726,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 


12%  of  gay  men  with  aids  in  s.f.  used  i.v. 
drugs  * 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Twelve  percent  of  the  gay 
and  bisexual  men  who  have  been  diagnosed  with 
AIDS  in  this  city  report  a  history  of  I.V.  drug  use,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Coming  Up!  Researchers  have  begun  con¬ 
sidering  men.who  are  both  sexually  active  with  other 
men  and  who  use  I.V.  drugs  as  a  category  at  “ultra- 
high  risk”  for  AIDS. 

Prior  to  the  release  of  the  new  statistics  in  a 
report  from  the  San  Francisco  Department  of  Public 
Health,  gay  men  who  used  I.V.  drugs  and  contracted 
AIDS  were  classified  only  in  the  homosexual  risk- 
group  category.  The  new  information  brings  cases  of 
AIDS  among  I.V.  drug  users  up  from  a  total  of  5  (.6  per¬ 
cent  of  San  Francisco  total  cases)  to  105  (12  percent). 

Harold  M.  Ginzburg,  the  Associate  Director  of 
Clinical  Medicine  for  the  National  Institute  on  Drug 
Abuse,  presented  findings  several  months  ago  from 
his  research  of  the  first  2,000  AIDS  cases  that  showed 
25  percent  had  a  history  of  I.V.  drug  use. 

Ginzburg  and  others  advocate  that  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  more  accurately  classify 
AIDS  statistics  and  that  more  research  and  services 
be  focused  on  I.V.  drug  users. 

- compiled  by  Stephanie  Poggi 
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AIDS  Forum:  Politics  and  Science  Collide 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Scientists’  Institute  for  Public  Infor¬ 
mation  (SIPI),  along  with  the  AIDS  Medical  Foundation, 
sponsored  a  media  seminar  on  AIDS  at  the  Harley  Hotel  on 
February  8.  The  gathering  was  to  feature  Robert  Gallo,  Luc 
Montagnier,  David  Sencer,  Mervyn  Silverman  and 
Margaret  Heckler  as  well  as  other  notables,  but  Gallo  can¬ 
celled  and  Heckler  called  in  sick.  Gallo  was  replaced  by 
Robin  Weiss,  an  expert  on  retroviruses,  from  the  Chester 
Beatty  Laboratory  in  London,  and  Heckler  sent  Anthony 
Fauci  of  the  National  Institutes  of  Allergies  and  Infectious 
Disease  (NIAID). 

Mathilde  Krim  of  the  AIDS  Medical  Foundation  reacted 
to  Gallo’s  cancellation  by  saying,  “I  am  embarrassed  and 
regret  that  Gallo  feels  he  could  change  his  plans  at  the  last 
minute.”  The  announcement  that  Gallo  would  not  be  pre¬ 
sent  was  greeted  with  hisses  from  the  audience. 

Because  this  was  to  have  been  the  first  time  Gallo  and 
Montagnier  would  face  the  press  together,  the  day  became  a 
matter  of  who  did  and  did  not  show,  as  well  as  what  was  and 
was  not  said.  Rumors  and  accusations  have  abounded  that 
the  two  laboratories  have  been  engaged  in  an  intense  rivalry 
around  their  AIDS  research.  Robert  Bazell  of  NBC  told  the 
gathering  he  believed  Gallo  decided  not  to  come  because  he 
felt  he  was  being  set  up  for  a  confrontation  with  Mon¬ 
tagnier. 

Little  was  said  of  Heckler’s  absence  but  Fauci  was  ques¬ 
tioned  about  Heckler’s  April  1984  press  conference  in  which 
she  optimistically  stated  that  a  reliable  blood  test  would  be 
available  in  six  months  and  a  vaccine  in  two  years.  Fauci  in¬ 
sisted  that  the  HTLV-III  antibody  test  now  available  is  ade¬ 
quate,  although  he  acknowledged  it  is  difficult  to  predict 
how  it  will  perform  in  the  hands  of  laboratory  technicians. 

When  asked  about  the  vaccine  prediction,  Fauci  at  first 


said  Heckler  was  forced  to  make  the  prediction  by  the 
media.  After  being  reminded  Heckler  made  the  predictions 
as  part  of  her  opening  statement  at  a  press  conference  she 
had  called,  Fauci  said  the  prediction  may  yet  prove  to  be 
true.  However,  scientists  at  the  conference  said  a  vaccine  is 
still  a  long  way  off  and  a  researcher  was  recently  quoted  in 
the  Boston  Globe  as  saying  a  vaccine  would  take  at  least 
three  to  Five  more  years  to  develop. 

Montagnier’s  presentation,  which  included  comparisons 
of  the  genetic  sequencing  work  done  by  Gallo  on  HTLV-III 
and  Montagnier  on  LAV  (the  virus  French  researchers  be¬ 
lieve  causes  AIDS),  eventually  sparked  the  most  heated  dis^ 
cussion.  Montagnier  told  the  audience  that  a  20  percent  dif¬ 
ference  between  viral  coats  is  not  unusual.  However,  Mon¬ 
tagnier  found  only  a  one  percent  difference  between  LAV 
and  HTLV-III  when  sequencing  another  part  of  the  virus. 
This  suggests  that  LAV  and  HTLV-III  are  the  same  virus. 

However,  Joseph  Sonnabend,  MD,  told  the  conference 
that  such  a  small  difference  could  occur  only  if  the  viruses 
were  from  the  “same  stock.”  The  implication  was  that 
Gallo  was  working  with  Montagnier’s  virus.  Explanations 
as  to  why  Gallo  would  be  working  with  LAV  were  not  pro¬ 
vided. 

Some  other  topics  discussed  at  the  conference  were: 

Neutralizing  Antibodies 

One  of  the  major  topics  of  conversation  concerned  the 
recently  discovered  “neutralizing  antibody.”  This  an¬ 
tibody,  discovered  recently  by  Martin  Hirsch  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  General  Hospital,  attacks  the  virus  in  test-tube 
studies. 

Robin  Weiss  told  the  audience  that  his  studies  of  the  an- 
'tibody  revealed  that  only  about  half  of  those  people  who 
have  the  virus  also  have  the  protective  antibody.  When 
asked  if  he  thought  people  who  did  not  have  this  antibody 
would  go  on  to  develop  AIDS,  Weiss  replied,  “My  feeling  is 
some  people  without  the  antibody  will  stay  well.  I  don’t 
know  why.” 

Both  Montagnier  and  Weiss  emphasized  that  this  anti¬ 
body  is  present  in  very  small  amounts  in  the  people  who  are 
able  to  produce  it.  Fauci,  of  the  NIAID,  told  the  crowd  that 
it  is  presently  unclear  “if  enough  neutralizing  antibody  is 
produced  to  be  protective.”  He  said  this  is  a  crucial  issue  in 
determining  whether  this  is  a  possible  route  to  development 
of  a  vaccine. 

But  Weiss  was  not  optimistic  about  devdoping  a  vaccine 
based  on  these  antibodies.  He  said  his  laboratory  has  been 
unable  to  obtain  blood  samples  which  have  “sufficiently 
strong  antibodies.  ”  Attempts  to  increase  the  antibody  effec¬ 
tiveness,  he  added,  have  not  been  successful.  Weiss  sug¬ 
gested  that  genetic  engineering  may  be  a  better  route  to  the 
development  of  a  vaccine. 

Montagnier  agreed  that  the  role  this  antibody  was  playing 
in  the  body  is  “not  settled.”  But  Montagnier  said  he  believes 
a  recent  case  of  an  LAV-positive  mother  whose  baby  came 
down  with  AIDS  five  months  after  birth  may  be  a  case  of  the 
antibody  at  work.  He  hypothesized  that  the  mother  passed 
on  antibodies  to  her  child  which  protected  the  baby  for  the 
first  several  months.  However,  without  the  ability  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  protective  antibody  of  its  own,  the  child’s  immune 
system  eventually  succumbed. 

Public  Health/Epidemiology 

Stressing  the  enormity  of  the  public  health  problem, 
Harold  Jaffe  of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Conrol  (CDC)  said 
the  number  of  those  diagnosed  as  having  AIDS,  now  over 
8,000  in  the  US,  is  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  The  number  of 


CDC-defined  cases  is  believed  to  represent  only  10%  of 
those  affected  by  less  acute  forms  of  immune  suppression. 
This  fact,  together  with  the  constant  reporting  of  new  cases, 
led  Jaffe  to  say,  “Even  if  the  virus  transmission  stopped  to¬ 
day,  [we]  still  have  several  hundred  thousand  [HTLV- 
1II/LAV  positive  people]  in  the  future.” 

However,  discussing  the  actual  cases  of  CDC-defined 
AIDS,  Jaffe  said  his  agency  expects  to  have  16,000  cases  by 
February  1986.  And  the  CDC  predicts  40,000  by  1987.  He 
ticked  off  the  virulence  of  the  disease.  Almost  half  of  those 
diagnosed  have  died.  “Of  those  diagnosed  longer  than  two 
years  ago,  80%  are  dead....  No  person  with  full-blown 
AIDS  has  returned  to  health.” 

Jaffe  also  said  the  average  age  of  a  person  with  AIDS  is 
35.  The  rate  of  exposure  to  HTLV-III/LAV  has  gone  from 
1%  in  1978  to  66%  in  1984  in  San  Francisco.  (This  is  based 
on  a  CDC  study  originally  focused  on  hepatitis  B  at  a  San 
Francisco  STD  clinic.  However,  a  similar  study  by  indepen¬ 
dent  researchers  has  indicated  the  exposure  rate  among  gay 
men  may  be  much  lower  than  the  CDC  study  suggests. 
Silverman  told  the  audience,  apparently  using  this  newer 
data,  that  exposure  among  gay  men  in  San  Francisco  is  pro¬ 
bably  “39  to  40%.”) 

Of  the  number  of  people  exposed,  Jaffe  estimated  five  to 
ten  percent  will  develop  life-threatening  illness.  Randy 
Shilts,  a  San  Francisco  journalist  who  is  gay,  said  he  believes 
the  media  must  focus  less  on  scientific  pronouncements  and 
more  on  the  public-health  aspects  of  the  epidemic.  If  the 
CDC  is  correct  that  40,000  people  will  have  AIDS  by  1987, 
in  the  absence~of  a  major  advance  in  treatments  or  vaccine 
development  most  of  those  people  will  die.  Shilts  said, 
“That’s  more  than  the  Vietnam  war.” 

However,  Michael  Callen,  a  person  with  AIDS  from  New 


York,  said  the  media  needs  to  be  more  careful  in  discussing 
mortality  rates  because  of  the  emotional  impact  this  has  on 
persons  with  AIDS.  Others  countered  that  to  discuss  it  in 
any  other  light  is  unrealistic.  But  the  way  in  which  mortality 
is  discussed  may  depend  upon  the  way  in  which  the  disease  is 
conceptualized  by  the  media  and  its  willingness  to  allow  for 
exceptional  cases.  Jaffe  discussed  CDC-defined  AIDS  as 
only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg  in  terms  of  people  who  are 
immune-suppressed.  The  CDC-defined  cases  are  usually 
among  the  most  severely  affected  and  thus  have  the  poorest 
prognosis.  It  is  estimated  that  ten  times  as  many  people  who 
are  CDC  cases  have  been  affected  by  AIDS-Related  Com¬ 
plex  (ARC).  In  this  vein,  not  all  those  affected  by  AIDS  are 
expected  to  die  of  the  syndrome. 

Of  the  CDC-defined  cases,  a  few  have  lived  more  than 
four  years,  according  to  figures  released  in  December  by  the 
CDC.  A  recent  issue  of  Morbidity  and  Mortality  Weekly 
Report  (MMWR)  reported  73%  of  persons  diagnosed 
before  January  1983  have  died.  Jaffe  told  GCN  that  of  60 
persons  diagnosed  before  1981,  ten  are  still  alive.  Of  240 
diagnosed  during  1981,  42  are  still  alive.  Although  Jaffe  did 
not  have  further  breakdowns  available,  he  said  most  of 
those  surviving  persons  have  Kaposi’s  sarcoma.  However, 
these  persons  do  not  appear  to  regain  any  of  their  lost  im¬ 
mune  reponse  and  their  long-term  prognosis  is  not  known. 

It  is  believed  that  most  people  who  are  exposed  to  the 
virus  will  not  get  sick.  Robin  Weiss  said  his  laboratory  is  stu¬ 
dying  groups  of  people  who  have  been  exposed  to  the  virus 
to  try  to  determine  what  the  differences  are  between  those 
who  remain  healthy  and  those  who  become  ill.  He  said  he 
has  thus  far  been  unable  to  find  differentiating 
characteristics  although  he  remains  hopeful  the  differences 
will  eventually  become  clear. 

Michael  Lange,  MD,  of  St.  Luke’s-Roosevelt  Hospital 
Center  in  New  York  said  attempts  to  “categorize  those  who 
are  seropositive  on  a  clinical  basis”  are  also  important. 
Lange  noted  that  the  appearance  of  “thrush  and  candidiasis 
are  very  bad  signs,  clinically.” 

In  discussing  the  issue  of  cofactors,  Lange  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  the  issue  has  not  been  resolved  because  a  ‘ ‘minority  of 
cases”  indicated  a  cofactor  was  not  necessary. 


Weiss  said  that  a  comparison  of  hemophiliacs  with  homo¬ 
sexual  cases  also  raises  the  issue  of  cofactors.  He  pointed  out 
that  although  a  large  proportion  of  hemophiliacs  have  been 
exposed  to  the  virus,  a  relatively  smaller  proportion  of 
hemophiliacs  contract  AIDS  than  do  gay  men.  “Are  there 
other  factors  at  work  which  make  hemophiliacs  less  suscep¬ 
tible?”  asked  Weiss. 

In  the  United  Kingdom,  reported  Weiss,  3%  of  hemo¬ 
philiacs  who  are  treated  with  factor  8  (a  blood  product  used 
to  enhance  clotting)  are  HTLV-III/LAV  positive.  However, 
66%  of  UK  hemophiliacs  who  have  received  their  factor  8 
from  the  US  are  positive. 


Media  Response 

The  mainstream  media  was  criticized  for  first  ignoring 
AIDS  and  then  overreacting  or  sensationalizing  events  and 
scientific  advances  which  it  did  report.  The  early  dearth  of 
reporting  was  generally  attributed  to  lack  of  interest  because 
of  homophobia. 


Robert  Bazell  told  the  audience,  “It  would  be  dishonest 
[not]  to  say  we  couldn’t  sell  the  story  early  on  because  it  was 
about  gays.”  Silverman  echoed  this  sentiment  when  he  told 
a  group  of  reporters,  “The  reaction  [in  governmental  fund¬ 
ing]  would  be  different  if  heterosexuals  had  AIDS.” 

Bazell  angered  some  members  of  the  audience  when  he 
said  gay  leaders  complain  about  governmental  response  but 
do  not  acknowledge  the  issue  of  “promiscuity.”  “Nobody 
has  taken  on  the  promiscuity  issue,”  said  Bazell.  Shilts  sug¬ 
gested  that  gay  leaders  were  unwilling  to  take  the  issue  on  in 
part  because  “bathowners  have  sat  on  the  board  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Task  Force.” 

Bazell  left  before  further  discussion  ensued.  But  Joan 
Whitlow,  a  writer  for  the  Newark  Star  Ledger ,  responded 
that  in  New  Jersey,  a  large  proportion  of  cases  are  among 
drug  users  and  “the  problem  won’t  go  away  even  without 
‘promiscuity.’”  Dennis  Altman,  a  gay  activist  who  is 
writing  a  book  about  AIDS,  suggested  that  statements  such 
as  Bazell’s  blame  the  victim.  “It  is  dangerous  for  the  media 
to  blame  the  gay  community.”  Altman  and  others  also  sug¬ 
gested  a  large  number  of  gay  people  do  not  identify  as  gay 
and/or  who  are  not  tied  to  the  gay  community,  the  gay 
media  or  “gay  leaders.” 

Much  of  the  discussion,  however,  flew  in  the  face  of  state¬ 
ments  made  both  by  Jaffe  and  Silverman  who  noted 
behavior  changes  at  least  in  some  sectors  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Silverman  stated  flatly  that  the  number  of  contacts 
per  gay  man  had  dropped  substantially  in  San  Francisco. 

For  his  part,  Bazell  seemed  unaware  of  “safe  sex”  cam¬ 
paigns  within  the  gay  community. 

Funding 

Throughout  the  day,  funding  —  or  the  lack  of  it  —  was 
discussed.  David  Baltimore  of  the  Whitehead  Institute  for 
Biomedical  Research  told  the  audience  that  grants  from  the 
National  Institutes  of  Health  during  the  1970s  provided  a 
groundwork  without  which  work  on  AIDS  would  be  at  a 
much  less  advanced  state.  Said  Baltimore,  “This  is  a  pitch 
for  basic  science.”  He  decried  the  cutbacks  by  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget  (OMB)  on  research  grants.  Silver- 
man,  in  a  discussion  with  reporters,  called  the  cuts  “uncons¬ 
cionable”  and  criticized  the  cuts  in  Medicaid  and  block  grants. 

Randy  Shilts  said  that  former  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  Edward  Brandt  told  him  that 
OMB  had  tried  to  cut  AIDS  funding  even  further. 

Fauci  offered,  “The  limiting  factor  is  not  money.  There 
have  been  rapid  and  extraordinary  advances.  It  wouldn’t 
have  been  any  quicker  with  more  money.” 

Weiss  agreed  that  in  research,  “The  limiting  factor  is  not 
funding.  All  [avenues]  are  being  pursued,  and  they  should 
be.  It  takes  a  while  to  get  data  and  figure  [out]  what  it 
means.” 

Perhaps  the  liveliest  exchanges  occurred  between  city 
health  commissioner  Sencer  and  the  largely  New  York  au¬ 
dience.  Sencer  told  the  audience  that  he  believes  the  level  of 
hospital  care  to  be  adequate,  and  he  does  not  plan  to  seek 
additional  appropriations  for  hospital  care.  But,  he  said, 
“The  big  problems  will  be  after  care  and  home  care.”  He 
said  these  will  require  higher  funding  levels.  But  Sencer 
would  not  discuss  his  impending  budget  request  to  the  city 
council.  “I’m-not  at  liberty  to  say,”  he  responded  when 
asked  to  discuss  the  amount  of  the  request.  “It  will  come  out 
in  three  weeks.” 

Many  questions  were  raised  about  the  disparity  between 
new  York  and  San  Francisco  responses  to  the  AIDS  crisis. 
Some  members  of  the  audience  charged  that  New  York, 
with  twice  the  number  of  cases  as  San  Francisco,  has  spent  a 
fourth  of  the  money.  The  official  San  Francisco  response 
under  Silverman  has  been  more  organized  and  has  provided 
a  wider  variety  of  programs  —  from  hospital  care,  to  after 
care,  to  support  services. 

Sencer  said  his  department  had  spent  $3.5  million  on 
AIDS,  other  than  for  clinical  care,  over  the  past  three  years. 
He  said  he  will  spend  as  much  on  the  pending  blood  test  — 
three  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  —  as  on  education. 
He  conceded,  “We  probably  haven’t  done  as  well  as  San 
Francisco.” 


Heterosexual  Transmission 

“Heterosexual  transmission  has  occurred  [in  the  US],  and 


it  will  continue  to  occur,”  said  Jaffe.  “In  the  US  [hetero¬ 
sexual  transmission]  is  not  yet  important  [and  the  propor¬ 
tion]  has  remained  stable,  about  one  percent.”  Jaffe  added, 
“There  is  some  risk  to  heterosexuals,  but  at  this  point  it  is 
not  a  great  risk.” 

Silverman  said  they  have  a  few  cases  of  heterosexually- 
transmitted  AIDS  in  San  Francisco.  “We  must  tell  the 
heterosexual  population  that  the  risk  is  there.”  What  would 
he  tell  them?  “If  they  are  not  mutually  monogamous,  [to] 
stop  sharing  body  fluids.  The  virus  is  out  there  —  in  a  small 
amount  —  but  if  [we  are]  apathetic,  it  will  be  larger.” 

Because  of  the  large  number  of  sexual  partners  had  by 
prostitutes,  many  expect  they  will  be  the  next  group  to  be  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  virus.  Although  there  have  been  no  clearly- 
documented  cases  of  female-to-male  transmission  in  the  US, 
the  pattern  in  Zaire  suggests  that  such  transmission  is  possi¬ 
ble.  The  legal  status  of  prostitution  may  hamper  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  maintain  the  health  of  this  group  and  may  make  it 
more  difficult  to  check  transmission. 


Robert  Bazall  of  NBC  told  the  gathering  he  believed 
Gallo  decided  not  to  come  because  he  felt  he  was  being 
set  up  for  a  confrontation  with  Montagnier . 


“/£  would  be  dishonest  [not]  to  say  we  couldn  7  sell  the 
[AIDS]  story  early  on  because  it  was  about  gays .  ” 
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GCN  Job  Openings 

Design  Director  (Application  Deadline  —  February  21,  1985):  Establish  overall 
design  of  paper,  oversee  production  night.  Design  or  assign  front  cover,  center- 
spread  artwork/layout,  and  monthly  supplement  graphics.  Requires  strong 
graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specs  and  design/layout  experience 
preferred. 

Staff  Writer/Circulation  Manager  (Application  Deadline  —  February  28, 
1985):  Research  and  write  news  stories  of  interest  to  a  national  readership. 
Oversee  weekly  mailing  of  the  paper  by  volunteers  in  compliance  with  US  Postal 
Service  regulations.  Process  subscription  payments  and  renewals,  entering  data  on 
computer,  and  resolve  related  problems  with  subscribers.  Requires  strong  writing 
skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadlines,  and  strong  interpersonal,  organizational 
and  recordkeeping  skills.  Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  personal  computers 
helpful. 

Marketing  Director/Classified  Ad  Manager  (Application  Deadline  —  February 
28,  1985):  Increase  sub  sales  using  direct  mail  marketing,  display /classified  ads  in 
other  publications,  and  renewal  campaigns.  Prepare  for  typesetting  and  lay  out 
weekly  classified  ads  and  perform  related  recordkeeping  and  billing  duties.  Re¬ 
quires  strong  administrative,  creative  and  organizational  skills. 

All  positions  require  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  social 
change,  anti-racist  politics,  and  collective  decision-making.  Salary  $150/wk  +  3 
wks  paid  vacation,  complete  health/life  insurance.  Resumes  to  Gordon  Gottlieb, 
GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Lesbians/gay  men  of  color  particular¬ 
ly  encouraged  to  apply. 


love  that  man 

Dear  GCN : 

An  open  letter  to  Allan  Carroll,  Letters,  GCN 
December  22: 

Dear  Mr.  Carroll: 

You  are  about  to  meet  someone  you  said  you 
have  never  known  —  a  schoolage  boy  who’s 
benefiting  like  you  never  saw  from  a  relationship 
(with  all  activities)  with  an  adult. 

First,  I  am  male  and  my  wonderful  friend  is 
male  —  so  it  is  a  homosexual  relationship,  no 
matter  what  you  say.  Our  ages  may  bother  you, 
but  we  are  both  guys,  so  it  is  homosexual! 

1  was  going  to  write  you  a  snotty  letter  because  I 
feel  an  attack  on  pedophilia  is  an  attack  on  this 
wonderful,  dear  man,  and  I  think  he  is  special 
beyond  belief.  So  1  get  furious  with  letters  like 
yours,  but  your  letter  is  like  a  lot  of  comments  1 
used  to  get  from  other  gay  men  when  I’d  talk 
about  our  relationship.  You  said  you’ve  never 
known  kids  or  teens  benefitting  from  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity  with  adults.  Did  it  ever  dawn  on  you  that  the 
ones  happy  with  their  relationship  never  make  a 
big  deal  about  the  sexual  activity  for  lots  of 
reasons  —  all  of  them  boiling  down  to  they  didn’t 
want  it'to  be  ruined  and  ended? 

Also,  after  listening  to  these  gay  adults  talking 
about  their  idea  of  what  “really”  goes  on  in  man- 
boy  relationships,  I’ve  come  to  believe  they  don’t 
have  the  faintest  idea  of  the  truth.  When  they  are 
not  quoting  all  of  the  horror  stories  or  being  just 
outright  rejecting  of  any  notion  of  good  in  the 
relationships,  and  instead  are  trying  to  be  positive 
in  opinions  and  beliefs,  they  seem  to  be  com¬ 
paring  their  own  relationships  (which  are  adult  to 
adult)  and  wind  up  coming  to  confused  and  doub¬ 
ting  conclusions.  Which  -is  natural,  since  what 
they  are  doing  is  both  making  both  the  man  and 
the  boy  grownups  —  and  also  sticking  both  peo¬ 
ple  with  as  much  reality  of  true  personality  and 
freedom  as  those  kids  with  their  bossy  teacher  on 
“Romper  Room!” 

1  don’t  believe  that  man-boy  relationships  are 
like  man-man  relationships  —  they  are  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  any  of  the  descriptions  of  those  that  the 
gay  men  I  knew  said  went  on  between  them  and 
their  lovers.  And  as  a  matter  of  fact,  “Romper 
Room”  has  a  lot  of  the  opposite  qualities  found 
in  a  true  man-boy  relationship. 

My  dear,  wonderful  friend  is  the  best  friend 
I’ve  ever  had,  and  he’s  the  best,  most  gentle 
teacher  I’ve  ever  had,  and  he’s  all  the  good  things 
that  a  really  loving  father  should  be  like.  I  know  I 
get  “gushy-mushy”  (he  teases  me  about  this) 
when  I  talk  about  him,  but,  Mr.  Carroll,  I  honest¬ 
ly  mean  every  word  I’ve  said!  There  are  a  thou¬ 
sand  and  one  things  and  ideas  I  learn  from  him 
every  day.  I  have  freedom  around  him  to  be  my¬ 
self,  he  has  never  said  to  “Grow  up!”  or  “You 
can’t  do  such  and  such  because  you ’re  a  kid.”  But 
best  of  all,  I  know  I  can  totally  trust  him.  1  can  tell 
him  my  deepest  secrets,  my  nightmares,  my  most 
personal  hopes,  wishes,  problems,  everything, 
and  I  know  he  will  be  honest  in  his  responses. 
He’s  kind  and  caring  and  he  accepts  me  —  no 
matter  what  silly  or  stupid  thing  1  do.  Do  you 
realize  how  utterly  FANTASTIC  tfiat  is,  Mr. 
Carroll???  Of  course,  1  love  him  and  you  better 
believe  I  want  to  show  that  love  every  way  possi¬ 
ble  —  and  sex  is  one  of  the  best,  most  fun  ways  of 
doing  this.  I  love  touching  him,  and  there  isn’t  a 
day  when  I’m  not  hugging  and  kissing  and  crawl¬ 
ing  all  over  him,  and  1  mean  this  exactly  like  it’s 
written.  lam  the  one  who  starts  anything.  I’m  the 
one  who’s  pestering  hind.  He  never  starts  it,  he 
doesn’t  get  the  chance.  I  beat  him  to  it  every  time! 
(And  I  know  that  a  lot  of  times  he  lets  me  pester 
him  into  making  love  because  he  knows  that  I’d 
be  crushed  if  he  didn’t.) 

One  last  thing,  Mr.  Carroll:  Please  don’t  think 
he  started  the  relationship  first.  He  didn’t  —  I  did 
(and  I’m  glad  I  did,  too!) 

Sincerely, 

Bobby  S. 

Pennsylvania 


before  being 
brainwashed 

Dear  GCN, 

Although  many  people  have  written  in  discuss¬ 
ing  the  pros  and  the  cons  of  man/boy  love,  after 
reading  Lars  Eighner’s  letter  (thankful  for  aunt¬ 
ies;  Vol.12,  No. 25)  I  decided  to  exercise  my  con¬ 
stitutional  right  and  put  my  two  cents  worth  in. 

I  first  got  involved  in  the  GAY  world  when  1 
was  1 1  years  old.  I  had  run  away  from  home  and 
got  picked  up  by  an  older  man  with  the  classic 
“Want  to  look  at  some  magazines?”  line.  Prior 
to  that  time,  1  had  absolutely  no  contact  or 
knowledge  of  what  sex  was  all  about,  either 
straight  or  gay.  The  pictures  I  looked  at  were  as 
new  to  me  as  the  idea  that  a  man  or  boy  could  get 
enjoyment  from  gay  sex. 

Looking  back,  I  have  to  admit  that  the  man 
made  the  most  of  my  sexual  ignorance,  but  rather 
than  feeling  used,  I  praise  him.  He  opened  my 
eyes  to  a  whole  new  and  exciting  world.  In  the  fif¬ 
teen  years  that  I’ve  dealt  with  this  world,  I  have 
found  that  although  it  has  it’s  problems,  it  is 
much  more  easy  going  than  the  so-called 
“straight”  world.  At  a  time  when  my  home  life 
was  in  the  pits,  I  found  the  love  and  understand¬ 
ing  that  only  another  man  could  give  me. 

The  so-called  experts  can  run  their  heads  all  day 
about  how  this  hurt  me  and  I  will  do  nothing  but 
laugh  in  their  faces.  Because  of  this  very  early  ex¬ 
posure,  my  attitudes  and  beliefs  about  sex  are 
much  more  open  than  I  think  they  would  be  under 
other  circumstances.  These  last  fifteen  years,  1 
have  run  across  just  about  every  type  of  sexual 
behavior  that  you  can  think  of.  So  I  have  no  com¬ 
plexes  or  hang-ups  about  sex.  Would  I  have 
developed  this  same  open-mindedness  had  I  not 
been  introduced  to  gay  sex  at  an  early  age?  I 
seriously  doubt  it. 

My  point  is  this.  The  so-called  experts  are  mak¬ 
ing  a  fortune  selling  books  telling  people  how  to 
deal  with  their  sexual  problems.  My  belief  is  that 
if  more  people,  male  and  female,  were  introduced 
to  the  joys  of  gay  sex  at  an  early  age,  before  being 
brainwashed  by  the  “normal”  society,  maybe, 
just  maybe,  there’d  be  a  few  less  dollars  wasted 
on  cheap  advice. 

I  know  that  out  there,  there  are  some  who  will 
agree  and  some  who  disagree.  1  invite  your  com¬ 
ments  and  criticisms.  I  invite  any  of  you  who  can 
read  this,  male,  female,  gay  or  straight,  to  prove 
me  wrong,  if  you  can.  I  am  putting  out  this 
challenge  because,  unfortunately,  I’m  sitting  in 
prison  and  1  don’t  have  anyone  to  discuss  my 
views  with.  You  see,  I  thrive  on  intelligent  conver¬ 
sation  and  debate,  something  that  is  Very  rare  in 
this  place. 

1  know  there  are  a  lot  of  you  that  froze  at  the 
word  “prison.”  If  you  fit  this  category,  think 
about  what  you’re  doing.  You  are  suffering  from 
almost  the  same  phobia  that  has  created  the 
chasm  between  the  straight  and  gay  worlds.  You 
arc  stereotyping,  i.e.,  prisoners  are  BAD!  1  can’t 
stop  you  from  thinking  this  way  but  ask  you  to 
consider  this.  If  you  and  I  start  a  correspondence 
and  you  begin  to  feel  that  I’m  trying  to  fuck  you 
over,  all  you  have  to  do  is  stop  writing.  I  can’t  do 
you  a  damn  thing. 

In  closing,  let  me  say  that  this  is  just  my  opi¬ 
nion,  and  you  knpw  what  they  say  about  opi¬ 
nions;  they’re  like  assholes,  everybody  has  one. 
But  my  thanks  go  to  GCN  for  providing  me  with 
the  space  to  run  off  at  the  mouth  awhile.  Looking 
forward  to  some  good  debates  with  any  who  care 
to  take  me  on. 

James  W.  Smith  II 
90563  WCI  R-3 
Rt  2,  Box  500 
Angie,  LA  70426 


i  feel  uncomfor¬ 
table  —  thanks! 

Dear  GCN: 

Every  time  I  read  GCN,  I  get  uncomfortable.  I 
feel  forced  to  think  about  issues/ideas/people 
that  I’d  rather  not  consider.  Emotions  come  up 
for  me  that  are  difficult  —  I  feel  angry,  I  feel  out¬ 
raged,  I  feel  sad,  I  feel  that  I  should  be  doing 
more  about  this  or  that  thing  or  becoming 
educated  about  something  else.  In  short,  GCN  is 
challenging.  Thank  you!  Keep  it  up! 

Sincerely, 

Monique  Doryland 
San  Francisco,  CA 


toot  our  own  horns 

Dear  GCN, 

It  is  a  subtle  thing  that  has  crept  in  upon  us,  and 
I  see  that  everything  we’ve  gained  could  be  lost! 
The  gay  social  movement  seems  to  have  entered  a 
stage  in  which  its  members  have  the  illusion  that 
everything  is  taking  care  of  itself  and  that  pro¬ 
gress  is  certain.  Beware!  It  is  usually  this  sort  of 
attitude  that  digs  the  biggest  part  of  the  grave  into 
which  the  weak  social  movements  are  put  to  rest. 

Open  your  eyes  —  there  is  a  very  conservative 
trend  taking  hold  of  the  nation.  We  can  offset 
what  is  coming  and  gain  ground  in  the  process  if 
we  start  acting  now.  There  are  several  areas  where 
I  feel  we  need  to  raise  our  awareness  to  bind  our 
culture  together  and  be  stronger  as  a  whole. 

Gays  always  have  been  and  will  be.  Current 
statistics  tell  us  that  one  in  ten  Americans  is  gay, 
so  we  can  hardly  be  called  unusual.  More  than 
half  of  the  adult  male  population  has  had  sex  with 
another  male.  It  is  evident  that  we  are  legitimate 
but  that  doesn’t  mean  we  can’t  be  denied  our 
rights.  It  is  a  basic  law  of  political  life  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  always  seeks  to  subvert  the  rights  of  the 
minorities. 

For  nearly  every  gay  adult  that  you  see,  there 
was  more  than  likely  an  unhappy  gay  adolescent 
who  had  to  stay  in  the  closet  until  he  or  she  left 
home.  For  most  gay  persons,  this  period  of  life  is 
passed  through  under  a  bombardment  of  emo¬ 
tional  conflicts.  The  young  people’s  needs  are  our 
own;  by  helping  them  we  help  ourselves  and 
create  a  brighter  future  for  our  community. 

And  what  are  we  going  to  do  for  gay  adults? 
From  my  experience,  I  have  seen  some  values  that 
need  some  examination. 

Materialism  and  workaholism  plague  our 
numbers  to  too  great  a  degree.  Perhaps  if  we  just 
slowed  down  the  pace  of  our  lives,  we  could  see  a 
great  deal  that  we  never  notice.  The  courting  pro¬ 
cess  could  be  given  some  thought  and  practice.  In 
this  process,  the  outer  and  inner  parts  are  brought 
together.  There  is  so  much  more  that  could  be 
said  but  it  is  important  to  throw  self-pity  into  the 
trash  heap  and  take  thoughtful  command  of  our 
lives. 

In  our  unthinking  obsession  with  youth  (our 
own!)  we  forget  the  wisdom  of  older  gay  people. 
What  does  this  say  for  us?  What  fools  we  are  to 
think  that  all  joy,  goodness,  experience  and 
everything  of  worth  happens  only  in  our 
youthful  years.  We  are  denying  ourselves  so 
much,  for  each  stage  of  life  is  grand  and  potential¬ 
ly  meaningful.  To  deny  our  senior  gay  people  we 
not  only  do  them  great  injustice,  but  we  also 
throw  away  the  value  of  that  which  can  bring  us 
closer  together. 

In  closing,  I’d  like  to  say  that  we  don’t  toot  our 
own  horns  enough,  about  what  is  right  concern¬ 
ing  ourselves.  Come  on,  let  the  world  in  on  it. 
Because  I  am  currently  doing  time  in  TDC,  I  can’t 
give  time  or  money,  but  through  this  article  I 
hope  to  have  contributed  a  part.  Because  I’m  gay 
and  a  convict,  believe  me,  I  have  become 
thoroughly  educated  as  to  what  oppression  is  all 
about.  When  I  am  released  I  do  not  want  to  walk 
from  this  world  of  intense  oppression  and  have  to 
bear  not  only  the  heavy  burden  of  being  a  con¬ 
victed  person,  but  also  a  world  in  seizures  and 
convulsion  of  homophobia. 

If  you  want  a  case  to  read,  read  mine.  I  would 
be  happy  to  hear  from  you.  Don’t  worry  about 
hurting  my  feelings;  since  the  judge  “read  my 
case,”  I  don’t  think  there  is  anyone  who  can  say 
anything  to  top  him. 

Hugh  B.  Callaway 
301403  Eastham 
Box  16 

Lovelady.TX  75851 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Community  Voices 


cross-dressing: 
inside  and  out 

Dear  GCN: 

Though  I  can  only  offer  an  opinion  concerning 
cross-dressing,  I  do  feel  that  to  some  degree  most 
of  the  psychological  articles  I  have  read  on  the 
subject  are  wrong  in  some  of  their  assumptions. 

I  have  read  that  the  average  cross-dresser  is 
from  the  middle  class,  white  and  college 
educated.  I  think,  from  what  I  have  seen  that 
cross-dressing  spans  equally  all  class  lines  and 
racial  and  ethnic  barriers.  I  have  not  belonged  to 
any  cross-dressing  organizations,  much  to  my 
regret,  but  I  have  met. literally  hundreds  of  cross¬ 
dressers  and  spoken  to  them. 

First  of  all,  the  term  “cross-dresser”  covers  a 
lot  of  territory.  For  example,  there  are  heterosex¬ 
ual  transvestites  who  cross-dress  on  an  irregular 
basis,  those  who  cross-dress  all  of  the  time  to  the 
total  exclusion  of  all  male  clothing,  female  imper¬ 
sonators  who  entertain  on  the  stage,  and 
homosexual  drag  queens  who  work  as  “female” 
prostitutes.  Then  there  are  the  fetishistic  people 
who  concentrate  and  wear  only  one  certain  type 
of  female  apparel.  And  more! 

I  think  that  many  gays  and  “straights”  often 
judge  us  (all  gays)  by  the  drag  queens  they  meet 
and  see  on  the  streets.  This  is  unjust.  Also  I  have 
found  that  many  law  enforcement  officers  seem 
to  assume  that  merely  because  they  stop  someone 
in  drag,  that  that  person  is  soliciting  sex.  I  have 
lived  in  female  apparel  all  of  my  life  and  when  not 
engaged  in  some  crazy  and  illegal  activity  (smile), 

1  have  usually  tried  to  hold  a  regular  job.  I  have 
worked  as  a  secretary,  data  entry  operator,  com¬ 
puter  programmer  and  cosmetologist.  One  year  1 
worked  as  a  stage  performer  doing  Janis  Joplin.  I 
did  not  lip  synch  her  music,  but  sang  it  with  a 
back  up  band.  Don’t  ask  how  that  got  started,  but 
it  was  fun.  I  met  Janis  Joplin  personally  at 
Woodstock  in  1969. 

Dressing  as  a  man  all  of  the  time  never  worked 
for  me  in  that  I  would  end  up  driving  myself  up 
the  wall.  1  am  just  unable  to  function  in  a  male 
sexual  identity.  For  those  cross-dressers  who  do 
so  only  occasionally,  they  can  function  in  society 
as  a  man  and,  in  their  leisure,  dress  as  a  woman. 
However,  I  cannot  live  comfortably  unless  I  am 
made  up  and  dressed  as  a  woman.  This  has  finally 
escalated  to  the  point  in  my  life  where  1  cannot 
even  live  my  life  as  a  biological  male  and  have  so 
opted  for  sen  conversion  surgery. 

Wanting  to  be  “feminine”  has  a  lot  to  do  with 
cross-dressing.  1  have  heard  many  psychological 
reasons  given  for  this  and  1  agree  with  many  of 
them.  Wanting  to  be  “pretty”  and  “desirable” 
has  a  lot  to  do  with  it.  There  is,  of  course,  the  sex¬ 
ual  factor  to  be  considered.  Let’s  face  it,  nylon 
and  satin  lingerie  have  been  synonymous  with  sex 
since  the  beginning.  Then  again  I  agree  with  the 
statement  made  by  many  cross-dressers  that 
wearing  women’s  clothing  also  brings  about  a 
calming  and  anxiety-allaying  effect  to  the  person 
wearing  them.  Even  here  in  prison,  the  queens  are 
always  making  contraband  panties,  buying 
smuggled-in  freeworld  lingerie,  altering  t-shirts 
into  blouses,  halter  tops  and  nighties  and  wearing 
whatever  they  can  convert  into  makeup.  We  alter 
our  prison  clothes  to  as  close  to  feminine  as  possi¬ 
ble  without  catching  a  disciplinary  case.  Pants 
become  skin  tight,  and  boxer  shorts  either 
hiphuggers  or  bikinis. 

Still  the  incidence  of  suicide  is  especially  high 
among  cross-dressers  and  transsexuals  in  prison. 
Denied  all  of  their  basic  outlets  they  cannot 
handle  the  sudden  male-oriented  world  that  they 
are  suddenly  thrust  into.  The  experience  alters 
you  some  way  or  another  in  any  event. 

What  is  to  be  done?  About  the  treatment  of 
cross-dressers  in  the  freeworld  by  society  as  well 
as  in  here?  I  can’t  say  what  the  answer  is.  Ob¬ 
viously,  to  my  way  of  thinking  we  should  be 
placed  on  a  separate  unit  and  allowed  some 
freedom  in  the  way  we  dress  and  make  our  selves 
up,  allowing  us  to  have  our  long  hair  and  to  have 
our  hormones. 

So  what  else?  Oh,  my  usual  complaint  about 
gay  organizations  that  never  answer  my  letters. 
I’ve  never  gotten  an  answer  from  the  TV-TS  Con¬ 
tact  Service;  no  answer  from  any  MCC  group  or 
others  in  the  Gayellow  Pages.  Even  a  polite 
refusal  would  be  better  than  to  be  totally  ignored. 

■  Still,  1  keep  writing  since  1  won’t  give.up.  1  wrote 
to  the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  for  a  couple  of  cases  that  1  needed,  but  after 
one  shot  it  appears  that  they  have  given  out  on  me 
too.  (grr&^o****!) 

All  that  1  can  do  is  to  keep  writing  in  my  own 
way  and  to  talk  to  as  many  people  as  I  can.  I  want 
to  see  thing  change  and  that  will  only  happen 
when  we  all  learn  to  put  aside  our  misconceptions 
and  try  to  live  like  caring  human  beings. 

Lynn  Marie  ‘Gypsy’  Scribner 
aka  Allyn  Scribner 
380398  Ellis  I  H-18-3-11 
Huntsville,  TX  77343 


keep  those  cards 
and  letters... 

Dear  GCN : 

I  just  wrote  a  “militantly  homosexual”  letter  to 
my  college’s  alumni  magazine,  and  1  feel  great 
about  having  done  it.  I  thought  I’d  forward  a 
copy,  so  as  to  encourage  others  out  there  in  GCN- 
land  to  do  so  similarly. 

Letters  to  the  editor  of  straight  publications 
are  an  important  and  under-utilized  means  of  gay 
and  lesbian  visibility:  theyenable  wstadefine  the 
issues  we  think  are  important  to  people  who 
would  otherwise  think  “those  people”  could  not 
possibly  have  attended  their  schools  (or  subscribe 
to  their  professional  journals,  religious  news¬ 
letters,  neighborhood  newspapers,  etc.),  and  to 
those  who  think  that  no  one  reads  such  letters,  I 
would  remind  them  that  they’re  reading  one  right 
now! 

Here's  the  letter  to  the  editor  of  Harvard 
Magazine: 

I  was  absolutely  delighted  to  discover 
that  the  cover  article  of  your  most  recent 
issue  was  on  androgyny.  Undoubtedly 
you’ve  been  besieged  by  indignant  letters 
from  irate  alumni  lamenting  the  passing  of 
the  day  in  which  men  were  MEN  (and 
women  were,  submissive,  and  gay  people 
were  invisible,  and  Blacks  knew  their 
place...). 

I  think  it’s  important  to  state  explicitly 
that  which  the  (otherwise  excellent)  article 
merely  implies:  gay  and  lesbian  people 
have  taken  the  bulk  of  the  risks  which  have 
enabled  others  to  enjoy  increased  sex  role 
freedom,  and  consequently  have  suffered 
enormous  discrimination  and  abuse  from 
those  who  are  militantly  addicted  to  tradi¬ 
tional  roles.  Unfortunately,  all  too  many 
self-styled  “trend-setters”  are  willing  to 
imitate  and  profit  from  the  risks  now 
made  safe,  even  “chic,”  by  gay  people, 
while  going  out  of  their  way  to  distance 
themselves  from  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  still  disparaged  and  despised. 

The  undergraduate  quoted  as  explaining 
that  he  had  pierced  his  ear,  not  as  a  state¬ 
ment  of  sexuality  but  because  it  is 
“reminiscent  of  pirate,”  fails  to  under¬ 
stand  that  if  gay  men  hadn’t  years  ago 
risked  taunts  and  violence  by  piercing  their 
ears,  he  surely  would  —  and  not  for  being 
a  pirate. 

While  the  movement  towards  an¬ 
drogyny  is  most  visibly  reflected  in  fashion 
trends,  its  importance  is  far  broader.  The 
androgyny/sex  role  revolution  represents 
an  effort  to  rescue  us  from  gender  para¬ 
digms  which  arbitrarily  divide  us  into  two 
subsets  of  half-human  beings,  inexorably 
drawn  to  the  “opposite”  sex  because  we 
cannot  function  practically  and  emo¬ 
tionally  as  individuals.  If  androgyny 
doesn’t  beat  the  hell  out  of  that  system,  I’ll 
eat  my  (pillbox)  hat. 

Benjamin  Schatz 
Berkeley,  CA 

gay  voices  from 
nica 

Dear  GCN:- 

Two  quite  similar  personal  testimonies  of 
Nicaraguan  gay  men  on  the  social  condition  of 
homosexuals  in  Nica  should  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers,  pursuant  to  two  articles  in  GCN  3-17-84. 
Gays  and  lesbians  quoted  therein  were  “[unable] 
to  locate  an  organized  gay  community”  in  Nica. 

1  recall  from  two  years  or  so  ago  that  a  Nica  gay 
told  a  public  rally,  in  a  speech  quoted  in  GCN, 
that  Nica  homosexuals  are  participating  in  their 
country’s  revolution  without  any  hindrances 
from  their  hetero  countrypersons  (words  to  that 
effect). 

Secondly,  I  pass  along  a  paragraph  from  an 
April  1984  guest  column  in  the  Portland  Orego¬ 
nian  by  one  Nick  Blake: 

“My  last  ride  [hitchhiking]  in  Nicaragua 
came  from  a  member  of  the  Sandinista 
Ministry  of  Culture,  a  dance  teacher  who 
was  as  rabid  about  the  revolution  as  he  was 
about  being  homosexual.  Perched  on  his 
steering  wheel  as  he  drove  was  a  parrot 
named  Rosalita,  to  whom  he  sang  and  fed 
oranges.  “Oh,  it’s  a  wonderful 
revolution,”  chirped.  “Tell  all  the 
homosexuals  in  the  States  to  come  here  if 
they  want  to  be  truly  free.” 

In  addition,  this  citation  from  the  Clinton 
Stree't  Quarterly,  Winter  1984,  from  a  U.S. 
traveler’s  narrative: 

“Not  all  the  transvestites  I  saw  earlier  were 
gay  [one  young  gay  told  me],  some  were 
put  up  to  it'by  dares  or  bets,  but  homo¬ 
sexuality  was  condoned  by  the  people  and 
the  new  government.” 

In  closing,  1  would  like  to  congratulate  the  staff 
for  this  marvelous  newspaper,  one  of  the  most 
politically  sophisticated  journals  on  the  U.S.  left 
and  always  so  intellectually  stimulating.  In  par¬ 
ticular,  I  have  found  homosexuals  writing  in 
GCN  to  be  the  most  articulate  and  moving  voices 
of  suffering.  For  this  reason,  I  have  cherished  the 
GCN  for  many  years,  even  though  I’m  hetero, 
because  these  testimonies  have  soothed  my  own 
wounds. 

Dale  Clark 


get  the  message? 

Dear  GCN: 

1  just  got  an  invitation  in  the  mail  to  subscribe 
to  the  Christian  Science  Monitor.  And  1  did  the 
same  thing  I  always  do  when  they  write  me.  I  took 
their  business  reply  envelope,  and  inserted  a  letter 
explaining  that  I  couldn’t  send  money  to  an 
organization  which  fires  gay  men  and  lesbians  as 
a  matter  of  policy. 

They  must  pay  the  postage  on  this  letter  when  it 
arrives,  and  although  23  cents  won’t  break  their 
bank  account,  imagine  if  1,000  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  our  supporters  did  the  same  thing.  Some 
sort  of  message  might  get  through. 

Sincerely, 

Tim  Brown 
Conway,  NH 


Supporting  AAC 

In  recognition  of  the  work  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  community  in¬ 
formed  of  important  events  regard¬ 
ing  AIDS,  GCN  is  introducing  a 
campaign  to  offset  their  advertising 
costs.  Any  donation  made  to  GCN 
and  directed  towards  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  will  be  matched  by 
the  paper  and  will  be  used  exclusive¬ 
ly  for  display  advertisments.  All 
contributions  will  be  acknowledged 
by  the  Committee. 

Please  send  donations  to: 

GCN/  A  AC 

167  Tremont  Street  #5 

Boston,  MA  02111 

Thank  you  from  both  GCN  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 


The  Hepatitis  B  Vaccine 

By  The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

A  special  subsidy  for  Heptavax  B,  a  vaccine  to  prevent  Hepatitis  B, 
is  being  offered  by  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  on  Haviland 
Street,  Boston.  We  invite  you  to  inform  yourself  about  the  vaccine  and  to 
talk  to  a  Fenway  medical  provider  about  this  important  preventative 
health  program. 

The  Vaccine:  The  virus  is  coated  with  a  substance  which  prevents  it 
from  infecting  the  patient,  but  will  stimulate  the  patient’s  immune  system 
to  develop  antibody  to  Hepatitis  B.  Massive  trials  of  the  vaccine  have 
been  carried  out  at  gay  health  clinics  throughout  the  United  States  which 
proved  the  vaccine  to  be  effective  in  90-95  percent  of  the  patients. 

Screening/Vaccination:  Each  person. participating  in  the  program 
will  be  tested  for  hepatitis  antibody  presence  (immunity);  carrier  state;  ac¬ 
tive  disease  state;  and  “cure  positive  state.”  The  vaccination  is  ap¬ 
propriate  for  “cure  positive  state.”  Patients  require  three  doses  of  the 
vaccines  to  develop  immunity  to  Hepatitis  B.  It  is  important  to  realize  that 
you  are  not  considered  protected  until  you  have  finished  all  three  vaccina¬ 
tion  visits  and  a  blood  test  has  been  performed  indicating  immunity  has 
developed  to  Hepatitis  B.  You  must  keep  to  the  vaccination  schedule.  The 
total  span  of  time  involved  in  the  screening  and  vaccination  program  is 
seven  and  one-half  months. 

Payment:  Payment  is  required  at  the  time  of  each  visit.  The  total 
cost  is  $225,  unless  you  qualify  for  subsidization.  If  you  qualify  for  sub¬ 
sidization,  then  your  payment  must  be  made  in  three  equal  installments. 
You  are  eligible  for  up  to  a  60-percent  subsidy  if  you  are  over  22  years  of 
age  and  your  income  is  less  than  $20,000.  You  are  eligible  for  a  75-percent 
subsidy,  if  you  are  under  22  years  of  age  and  your  income  is  less  than 
$14,000. 

We  welcome  your  questions.  Please  call  us  at  (617)  267-7573. 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 

(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
(542-5118) 

AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

16  Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 


AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  6:00  pm  to 
1 1:00  pm,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  Citv  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01 103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 

Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
Maintains  a  statewide  surveillance  system  on 
AIDS  cases  and  close  contact  with  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control.  Does  follow-up 
of  diagnosed  cases,  makes  referrals,  provides 
information  on  AIDS. 
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"An  exuberant  expression  of 
the  human  voice  and  the  human  spirit" 

TWO  SHOWS:  FRIDAY,  FEB.  22  &  SATURDAY,  FEB.  23 
BOTH  SHOWS  8:00  P.M. 

STRAND  THEATRE,  543  Columbia  Rd.,  Dorchester 


•  Sign  Language  Interpreted 

•  Childcare  by  reservation 

Call  523-3772  by  Feb.  20 

•  Refreshments  by  Aid  to 

Incarcerated  Mothers 

•  Crafts,  artwork,  photography' 

by  Boston-area  women 

•  For  more  information 

call  [6 1 7)  547-1378 


TICKETS 

S  1 0  in  advance,  $  1 1  at  the  door 
Available  from:  Bodyworks  Gym, 
ConcertCharge,  Food  For  Thought, 
Glad  Day.  Out  of  Town  Tickets. 

Red  Bookstore,  Sandy’s  Music, 
Skippy  White’s  Records 

WORKSHOPS  WITH  SWEET 
HONEY  IN  THE  ROCK 

Sunday,  February  24 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-llpm,  Mon-Fri 
_ (617)  426-9371 _ 

GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  19/3 
Accommodations,  AA  groups ,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  ,  etc. ,  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too! ) 

USAS  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
N  &  S.  Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee, 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut, 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 

$20;  The  rest  ol  the  world :  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada;  men's  coverage  only. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station, 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail ;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Gay? 

Lesbian? 

Considering  Counseling? 

Seeking  New  Kinds  of  Relationships? 


—  542-5188  - 

Weekdays  10  A.M.  •  9  P.M. 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown  Location 


Three  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Qay  and  LaabSan  Court— Mng  Services  (GLCS): 

Coming  Out  Group  for  Men  —  A  support  group  for  men  to  deal  with  Issues  of 

Isolation  and  self  esteem. 

Please  call  Ron  Wozntak,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 


Coming  Out  Group  for  Women  —  An  opportunity  for  women  to  receive  and 
provide  support  around  their  emerging  sexuality. 

Please  call  Tert  Freeman,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 


General  Issues  Group  for  Mon  —  An  ongoing  group  with  openings  for  new 
members,  providing  a  place  to  explore  relationship  Issues  of  concern  to  gay  men. 
Please  call  Ron  Woznlak,  M.Ed.  at  GLCS  for  more  Information. 

GLCS  Is  s  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving 
the  community  since  1971. 

Sliding  Fm  Scar*  I  Inturanoa  Aocaptad’  No  on*  dontad  aarrlcaa  for  Inability  to  pay 

Spaelal  landing  lor  aleohohralatcd  counaallng 

QLCS  la  a  non-prollt  corporation  * All  Inauranea  claim »  Iliad  undar  CSI 


YOU  HATED  OUR 

WAITmL  YOU 
READ  OUR 
MAGAZINE. 

MANSCAPE. 

THE  MAGAZINE 
THAT'S  NOT  AFRAID 
TO  CONFRONT  GAY 

SEX. 

SAMPLE  COPY  $3 
Manscape 
P.O.  Rox  1314, 
Teaneck,  NI  07666. 


‘ Taking  a  rap  she  doesn  ’t  deserve  ’ 

Condo-Maguire 
Link  Discounted 


By  Sue  Hyde 

BOSTON  —  The  city’s  liaison 
to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
has  become  embroiled  in  a  dispute 
between  a  Bay  Village  con¬ 
dominium  developer  and  the  city. 
And  GCN  learned  that  the  liaison 
has  been  assigned  the  role  of  of¬ 
ficial  neighborhood  liaison  for 
Bay  Village  in  matters  relating  to 
zoning  and  licensing,  a  position 
the  liaison  says  requires 
“minimal”  time  and  attention. 

Charges  in  a  Boston  Globe  arti¬ 
cle  that  Ann  Maguire,  the  liaison, 
acted  improperly  in  negotiations 
between  a  condominium  developer 
and  Bay  Village  neighborhood 
groups  and  other  community 
groups  opposing  the  development 
are  noyv  being  denied  by  all  par¬ 
ties.  Bay  Village  is  a  small  residen¬ 
tial  enclave  bordering  the  South 
End  and  the  Combat  Zone,  the 
population  of  which  is  heavily  gay. 

According  to  a  story  in  the 
Boston  Tjlobe  on  February  9, 
Nigel  Widdowson,  a  developer 
with  the  Simon  Boyle  Group,  Inc., 
said  Maguire  had  suggested  that 
Widdowson’s  company  contribute 
money  to  Back  Bay  Aging.  Back 
Bay  Aging,  a  non-profit  corpora¬ 


tion  providing  programs  for  the 
elderly,  opposed  the  developer’s 
zoning  variance  because  of  con¬ 
cerns  that  the  Simon  Boyle  con¬ 
dominium  plan  would  eliminate 
low-cost  housing  for  the  elderly. 
The  plan  called  for  the  conversion 
of  buildings  at  8-10  Isabella  St., 
currently  zoned  for  single-room 
occupancy.  One  of  the  buildings 
had  been  in  use  as  a  lodging 
house. 

Maguire  maintained  that  her  on¬ 
ly  involvement  was  to  suggest  to 
the  developer  that  representatives 
meet  with  community  groups  to 
discuss  their  opposition. 

Withdrawal  of  community  op¬ 
position  to  the  company’s  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  zoning  variance  would 
have  virtually  assured  approval  of 
the  plan.  City  Councillor  James 
Kelly  (District  2)  requested  that  the 
city’s  corporation  counsel  find  out 
if  the  Flynn  administration  asks 
developers  to  make  donations  as  a 
condition  of  supporting  zoning 
applications. 

According  to  Nikki  Flionis  of 
the  United  South  End  Settlement, 
one  of  several  community  groups 
Continued  on  page  10 


Bronski  Beat 

Hoped-for-Hit 
Delays  Tour 


By  Gerardo  Cabrera 

BOSTON  —  Bronski  Beat,  the 
gay  British  rock  group,  has 
postponed  its  five-city  tour  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  not 
because  of  “problems  at  immigra¬ 
tion”  as  stated  by  local  radio  sta¬ 
tions,  but  for  promotional 
reasons.  Originally  scheduled  to 
appear  in  New  York,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Hollywood,  Toronto,  and 
Boston  early  this  year,  the  band 
now  intends  to  expand  its  tour  to 
capitalize  on  the  growing  populari¬ 
ty  of  the  single,  “Smalltown 
Boy.” 

Bronski  Beat’s  postponement 
caused  controversy  when  radio 
stations  in  the  Boston  area, 
notably  WFNX-FM  and  WBCN- 
FM  reported  rumors  that  Bronski 
Beat  had  been  denied  visas  because 
the  group  is  gay  and  because  band 
members  had  insisted  that  customs 
officials  strip-search'  them  at,  the 
airport. 

Anthony  Kowalski,  Bronski 
Beat’s  manager  in  London,  told 
GCN  the  tour  had  been 
postponed  because  “The  cir¬ 
cumstances  under  which  we  had 
wished  to  tour  have  changed.” 
When  asked  what  those  cir¬ 
cumstances  were,  Kowalski  said 


the  single,  “Smalltown  Boy,”  had 
not  been  as  popular  as  hoped  and 
that  they  were  waiting  for  it  to  gain 
popularity  around  the  country 
before  touring.  Kowalski  also  said 
the  strip-search  rumor  is  false. 

Kowalski  said  Bronski  Beat  has 
F-l,  or  visitor’s  visas,  to  enter  the 
U.S.  However,  the  band  needs 
working  visas  or  “green  cards”  to 
be  allowed  to  perform  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  Kowalski  admitted  the 
possibility  of  trouble  at  the 
American  Consulate  in  London 
when  the  group  applies  for  work¬ 
ing  visas  because  Bronski  Beat  is 
openly  gay.  They  have  not  en¬ 
countered  trouble  so  far,  he  said. 

According  to  Roman  Mar- 
cinkiewitz  of  MCA  Records,  the 
confusion  over  “problems  at  Im¬ 
migration”  arose  from  lack  of  in¬ 
formation  about  Bronski  Bead’s 
tour  plans.  Marcinkiewitz  told 
GCN  that  since  “Smalltown  Boy” 
is  gaining  popularity  in  the 
Midwest  and  the  South,  the 
postponement  is  helpful  for  the 
album,  allowing  the  band’s  tour  to 
be  expanded  to  cities  like  Atlanta 
and  Miami.  “Problems  at  Im¬ 
migration”  was  an  easy  way  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  delay  in  the  tour,  he  said. 


Gay  Boston  City  Councillor  David  Scondras  (third  from  1.  standing)  and 
Mel  King,  Rainbow  Coalition  activist  (fifth  from  I.  standing)  at  pre-trial 
hearing  on  February  7  in  Boston  for  demonstrating  against  apartheid  at 
Deak-Perera.  The  trial  date  for  Scondras,  King  and  the  eleven  other  ac¬ 
tivists  arrested  with  them  is  now  set  for  February  25. 
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Film  Industry,  2;  Gays 
and  Feminists.  Vi 


Mass  Appeal 

Directed  by  Glenn  Jordan.  Screen¬ 
play  by  Bill  C.  Davis.  With  Jack 
Lemmon,  Zeljko  Ivanek  and 
Charles  burning.  At  Sack  Cinema 
Copley. 

Heaven  Help  Us 

Directed  by  Michael  Dinner. 
Screenplay  be  Charles  Purpura. 
With  Donald  Sutherland,  John 
Heard,  Kevin  Dillon  and  Andrew 
McCarthy.  At  Sack  Cinema 
Charles. 

Mrs.  Soffel 

Directed  by  Gillian  Armstrong. 
Screenplay  by  Ron  Nyswaner. 
With  Diane  Keaton  and  Me!  Gib¬ 
son.  At  Sack  Cinema  Copley  and 
the  Janus. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Popular  culture,  especially 
movies,  are  usually  a  good 
barometer  of  which  way  the  per¬ 
sonal/political  wind  is  blowing. 
And  unlike  other  forms  of  media, 
movies  are  marketed  in  such  a  way 
that  it  is  fairly  clear  what  is  a  hit 
and  what  is  a  flop.  Books  may 
languish  on  a  shelf  for  months  and 
months  even  though  no  one  has 
bought  a  single  copy.  Records  will 
be  played  on  both  AM  and  FM 
radio  (or  shown  on  MTV)  far  in 
excess  of  what  interest,  or  even 
sales,  are.  But  if  films  do  not  rake 
in  the  money  the  first  week  at 
the  box  office,  they  are  usually 
pulled  and  junked  onto  cable. 
Many  times  a  good  film,  especially 
one  with  a  perceived  limited  in¬ 
terest,  will  be  dropped  before  it 
takes  off,  because  it  does  not  have 
the  budget  to  pre-hype  attendance. 
This  system  very  nearly  prohibits 
the  building  of  ticket  sales  by  word 
of  mouth.  The  popularity- of  a  cer¬ 
tain  film  indicates  not  only  the 
public’s  interest  but  also  what  the 
movie  industry  perceives  public  in¬ 
terest  to  be. 

Movie  trends  are  tricky  to  inter¬ 
pret.  On  one  hand  you  might  have 
a  rash  of  Porky’s  spin-offs,  as  in 
this  past  year:  teenage  hard-on 
movies  that  are  trying  to  crash  in 
on  the  success  of  the  progenitor. 
And  although  there  are  ten  lm- 
itatators,  almost  none  might  make 
money.  We’ve  also  seen  several 
“class”  productions  —  Amadeus 
and  A  Passage  to  India  especially 
—  which  will  do  well  and  probably 
reap  all  the  Oscars,  though  the 
awards  don’.t  mean  a  lot  of  people 
aren’t  really  more  interested  in  the 
teen/sex  extravaganzas.  1984  was 
a  mixed  lot,  ranging  from  the  sur¬ 
prise  popularity  of  a  documentary 
like  The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk  to 
the  dismally  expected  popularity 
of  The  Gods  Must  Be  Crazy ,  with 
its  blatant  racist  portrayals  of 
Blacks  as  either  idiot  innocents  or 
blood-thirsty,  incompetent 
savages.  One  always  hopes  that 
things  will  get  better,  but  as  far  as 
we’ve  come  in  1985,  things  don’t 
look  that  great. 

Heaven  Help  Us  is  a  growing- 
up-Brooklyn-Catholic-circa-1965 
story.  Clearly  made  with  Diner 
and  American  Graffiti  in  mind, 
the  film  is  being  marketed  as 
though  it  is  a  sex  comedy  a  la 
Porky’s.  The  story  is  a  mishmash 
of  religious/school/sex-related  in¬ 
cidents  which  include  such  items  as 
the  school  dance,  going  to  confes¬ 
sion,  and  rabid  disciplinarians. 
There  are  good  teachers  (who  are 
young  and  cute)  and  bad  teachers 
(who  are  older  and  look  like  re¬ 
pressed  homosexuals);  square 
students  (who  are  fat  and  awk¬ 
ward)  and  hip  students  (who  are 
cute  and  call  the  fat  students  “fag¬ 
got”);  fun  girls  (who  are  cute  and 
sexy)  and  dull  girls  (who  are 
funny-looking  and  go  out  with  the 
fat  students). 

Although  Heaven  Help  Us  has 
aspirations  to  Diner,  its  view  of 
both  the  teenagers  and  the  adults 
gets  so  mired  in  the  most  juvenile 
cartoon  stereotypes  that  it  totally 


Jack  Lemmon  gives  advice  as 

Appeal. 


fails  in  presenting  a  full  picture  of 
human  beings.  The  bad  religious 
brothers  are  so  bad  they  are  almost 
unbelievable;  we  have  no  notion  of 
what  makes  them  click  or  why  they 
act  out  of  control.  And  the 
students  are  totally  defined  by 
their  looks:  cute  equals  good  and 
personable;  weird-looking  equals 
jokes.  And  while  some  of  the 
dialogue  is  clever,  the  filmmakers 
seem  to  think  that  the  repeated  use 
of  the  word  “faggot”  is  not  only 
funny  but  somehow  indicative  of  a 
well-drawn  character.  Needless  to 
say,  there  are  no  real  “faggots”  in 
the  film.  This  is  a  world  where 
even  the  school  jerks  are  straight 
and  where  any  suggestion  of 
homosexuality  (as  in  the  repressed 
teachers)  is  automatically  con¬ 
sidered  bad.  As  the  film  unfolds,  it 
becomes  apparent  that  this  litany 
of  “faggot”  comes  not  so  much 
from  the  boys’  characters  as  from 
the  screenwriters’. 

Mass  Appeal,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  not  afraid  to  mention 
homosexuality,  although  it  is 
afraid  to  deal  with  it  in  any  depth. 
Supposedly  concerned  with  “con¬ 
temporary”  topics,  Mass  Appeal 
is  nothing  more  than  a  remake  of 
Going  My  Way,  only  this  time  the 
Barry  Fitzgerald  role  is  an 
alcoholic  and  the  Bing  Crosby  part 
is  a  bisexual.  The  main  conflict  as 
the  film  opens  is  between  the 
rebellious  Deacon  Dolson  (Zeljko 
Ivanek)  and  the  staid,  crowd¬ 
pleasing  Father  Farley  (Jack  Lem¬ 
mon).  But  soon  the  two  men  learn 
to  respect  one  another  and  join 
forces  against  the  traditionalist 
Monsignor  who  is  described  as  a 
“homophobic  autocrat.”  The 
main  problem  seems  to  be  that  the 
young  Deacon  is  a  self-admitted 
(as  they  used  to  say)  bisexual. 
While  1  guess  the  film  should  be 
given  credit  for  even  mentioning 
the  fact  that  this  is  a  possibility  in 
church  life  (actually  a  probability 
in  real  life),  they  totally  side-step 
the  issue.  You  see,  although  he  is 
bisexual,  he  is  also  celibate.  There 
is  really  no  question  of  his  having 
sex.  To  compensate  for  the  lack  of 
actual  sex,  the  filmmakers  have 
dressed  the  deacon  in  running 
shorts  rather  than  cassocks,  giving 
us  plenty  of  lingering  shots  of  his 
naked  thighs. 

The  . promotion  of  Mass  Appeal 
has  very  carefully  avoided  any 
mention  of  these  (wishy-washy) 
sexual  issues.  They,  rightly, 
perceive  that  the  bulk  of  movie¬ 
going  audiences  will  avoid  a  movie 
that  deals  with  homosexuality. 
And  almost  any  film  that  broaches 
the  topic  is  imediately  thought  to 
be  “about”  it.  Mass  Appeal 
criticizes  Father  Farley  for  not 
dealing  with  issues  his  parishioners 
want  to  avoid,  yet  the  film  does  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  thing;  it  raises  pro¬ 
vocative  questions  and  then  gently 
pushes  them  to  the  side  to  give  us 
an  easy-to-swallow,  palatable  and 
heartwarming  story.  I  suppose 
there  is  some  progress  when  the 
question  of  homosexuality  is  even 
raised  in  a  schlock  com¬ 
edy/drama,  but  after  all  these 


Ivanek  flaunts  thighs  in  Mass 


years  you  can’t  but  wish  that 
the  world  had  progressed  further. 

The  ad  copy  for  Mrs.  Soffel 
calls  it  “the  year’s  most  compell¬ 
ing  love  story”  and  features  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  posed,  mature  Diane 
Keaton  on  the  arms  of  a  young, 
sexy  Mel  Gibson.  In  a  sense  that’s 
a  true  representation.  But  this  film 
by  Gillian  Armstrong  (who  made 
My  Brilliant  Career)  is  really  a 
story  of  a  woman’s  yearning  and 
love  for  the  freedom  that  she  has 
never  experienced.  Mrs.  Soffel  is 
the  beleagured  wife  of  a  jail 
warden  in  1901  Pittsburgh.  She 
falls  in  love  with  a  man  who  (with 
his  brother)  is  on  death  row  for 
murder  and  robbery.  She  believes 
them  innocent,  helps  them  escape 
and  runs  off  with  them. 

Despite  the  limited  success  of 
My  Brilliant  Career,  Hollywood 
did  not  know  how  to  promote 
Mrs.  Soffel.  Movies  about  women 
finding  themselves  are  never  box- 
office,  and  Armstrong’s  many¬ 
layered  film  is  clearly  too  com¬ 
plicated  and  complex  to  sell  easily. 
But  since  both  Gibson  and  Keaton 
are  hot  box-office,  not  to  mention 
hot-looking,  the  romance  angle  is 
the  most  profitable.  Keaton  gives  a 
rich,  varied  performance  of  a 
woman  who  has  always  been 
restrained  by  her  own  notions  of 
good  and  right.  The  attraction  of 
Mel  Gibson  is  not  only  physical  — 
although  god  knows,  he  is  physical 

—  but  even  more  so,  psychic 
and  emotional.  He  is  an  outlaw  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  a  rebel 
against  repressive  society.  Mrs. 
Soffel  manages  to  avoid  being  A  n- 
nie  Hall  meets  Jessie  James, 
because  Armstrong’s  eye  for  detail 
and  nuance  brings  not  only  the 
characters,  but  their  emotions  and 
minds,  to  life. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  how  these 
films  will  do.  Heaven  Help  Us  is 
better-made  and  more  intelligent 
than  other  sex  comedies,  but  if  you 
entice  people  to  the  theater  and 
show  them  something  serious,  they 
will  be  disappointed.  People  hard¬ 
ly  ever  go  to  Hollywood  movies  ex¬ 
pecting  depth.  Mass  Appeals  very 
well-engineered  to  both  high  and 
low  brow:  it  has  some  content,  but 
not  too  much,  as  well  as  per¬ 
sonable  performances.  Mrs.  Soffel 
looks  like  the  love  story  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be,  and  although  there  is 
more  there,  people  can  still  enjoy 
what  they  came  to  see.  While 
Heaven  Help  Us  is  fairly  reac¬ 
tionary  in  its  view  of  life  and  love, 
Mass  Appeal  is  a  strange  hybrid.  It 
almost  deals  with  controversial 
material,  and  although  it  changes 
its  mind  at  the  last  minute,  it  does 
have  the  sense,  if  not  the  courage, 
to  know  what  might  be  interesting. 
Mrs.  Soffel  is  a  well-made,  in¬ 
telligent  view  of  a  woman’s  life 
and  choices.  Beautiful  to  look  at, 
measured  and  thoughtful  in  its 
content,  it’s  a  good  thing  it  has 
Keaton  and  Gibson  for  commer¬ 
cial  appeal.  These  films  have  just 
opened;  check  Variety  in  two 
weeks  and  see  what  the  returns  are 

—  and  which  way  the  cultural 
wind  is  blowing. 
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Introduction  and  Interview  by  Janice  Irvine  and  Sue  Hyde 

Carole  Vance  served  as  the  academic  coordinator  of 
the  Scholar  and  the  Feminist  IX  Conference,  "Toward  a 
Politics  of  Sexuality, "  held  at  Barnard  College,  New  York, 
April  24,  1982,  The  conference  proceedings,  which  she 
edited,  entitled  Pleasure  and  Danger:  Exploripg  Female 
Sexuality,  were  published  last  fall  by  Routledge  &  Kegan 
Paul.  An  anthropologist  and  epidemiologist  at  Columbia 
University,  Vance  is  co-director  of  the  Institute  for  the 
Study  of  Sex  in  Society  and  History.  She  is  presently  con¬ 
ducting  research  on  AIDS. 

We  interviewed  Vance  during  her  recent  trip  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  to  read  from  Pleasure  and  Danger  at  New  Words 
bookstore.  Whether  it  was  the  Barnard  Conference,  the 
sex  debates  in  the  feminist  community,  or  anti-pornog¬ 
raphy  legislation,  Vance's  commitment  to  broadening  the 
dialogue  about  sex  rang  through  the  discussion  as  a  con¬ 
tinuous  refrain.  She  emphasizes  speaking  openly  and 
honestly  —  past  whatever  terror  might  haunt  us  —  in  an 
attempt  to  demystify  sexuality.  This  focus  on  sketching  out 
the  dimensions  and  nuances  of  our  sexual  experience  in¬ 
forms  Vance's  political  organizing  as  well  as  her  theoriz¬ 
ing.  We  spoke  at  length  with  her  about  the  Feminist  Anti- 
Censorship  Taskforce  (FACT),  which  she  founded  last  fall 
with  several  other  New  York  City  feminists  to  oppose  a 
Suffolk  County  anti-pom  bill,  a  bill  ultimately  defeated  in 
the  legislature  at  the  end  of  December.  /Is  Vance  notes,  we 
should  be  exploring  our  reactions  to  sexual  images,  not 
banning  them. 

The  following  is  exerpted  from  the  transcript  of  our 
interview  with  Vance,  edited  for  grammatical  clarity  and 
continuity.  We  believe  it  reflects  her  success  at  synthesiz¬ 
ing  roles  that  too  often  remain  disparate  and  irrecon¬ 
cilable  in  people's  lives  —  as  writer,  researcher  and 
political  activist. 


"As  feminists,  we  need  to  draw  on  women's  ex¬ 
perience  of  pleasure  and  in  imagining  the  tex¬ 
tures  and  contours  that  would  unfurl  and  pro¬ 
liferate  in  a  safer  space.  What  we  want  is  not  a 
mystery,  not  a  blank.  The  clues  to  it  are  in  our 
daily  experience  already.” 

from  Pleasure  and  Danger 

I JI:  Would  you  talk  a  little  about  your  background  and 
1  what  drew  you  to  the  study  of  sexuality? 

CV:  Well,  let's  say  it’s  always  been  a  personal  in¬ 
terest.  But  I  went  through  graduate  school,  and  I  was 
trained  as  a  cultural  anthropologist.  At  the  time  it 
never  occurred  to  me  that  you  could  use  anthropology 
to  study  sex.  It  came  as  quite  a  shock  in  about  '76  or 
77,  when  1  realized  one  could,  and  in  fact  others  did, 
use  anthropological  methods  to  look  at  sex.  So  I  began 
to  do  that.  I  became  interested  in  reviewing  what  an¬ 
thropologists  had  done,  and  I  applied  for  a  grant  to  do 
an  annotated  bibliography  of  anthropological  work. 
The  grant  was  rejected,  which  is  not  uncommon,  but 
the  reasons  were  very  startling  to  me.  One  suggested 
that  I  was  too  young  to  do  this  work.  And  the  other 
suggested  that  since  I  didn't  read  Japanese,  how  could 
I  possibly  integrate  the  important  literature  on  a  type 
of  Japanese  monkey  into  my  analysis? 

Somehow  these  were  red  flags  to  me,  and  I 
thought  I  had  hit  upon  something,  the  full  significance 
of  which  I  didn't  really  understand.  I  felt  like  I  was  on 
to  something  and  people  were  getting  real  excited 
about  it.  I  realized  that  anthropology  hadn't  done  that 
much,  so  I  decided  to  go  to  the  shrine  of  sexological 
research  [the  Kinsey  Institute].  I  was  quite  dis¬ 
appointed  to  get  there  and  realize  how  sexist  they 
were  and  how  indequate  their  understanding  of  sexual 
politics  and  gender  was.  Hhink  for  anyone  working  in 
this  area  the  relationship  to  different  kinds  of  allies  is 
very  problematic.  Some  groups  understand  sex,  but 
not  gender.  Others  have  a  good  analysis  of  sexism  and 
gender,  but  not  of  sex.  One  really  has  to  piece  together 
I  what's  useful  from  a  whole  bunch  of  different  fields.  I 
I  also  think  a  lot  of  work  has  been  done  by  people  in 
gay/lesbian  history  projects,  people  who  have  written 
I  very  personally  about  their  own  experience  and  their 
own  lives.  They've  done  a  lot  of  the  work,  taken  most 
of  the  risk  and  gotten  very  little  credit.  When  that 
work  has  become  popularized,  and  gets  a  big 
response,  people  in  the  university  are  interested  in 
cashing  in  on  it. 

I  JI:  So,  what  was  happening  in  your  life  in  1982  that 
you  were  asked  to  organize  the  Barnard  conference? 
CV:  Well,  I  think  people  thought  I  was  responsible 
and  they  needed  a  good  organizer.  It  was  actually  the 
summer  of  '81.  In  New  York  we  were  just  hearing 
glimmerings  of  this  ruckus  in  San  Francisco  which  we 
only  dimly  understood.  The  Heresies  #12  "Sex  Issue” 
had  just  come  out.  Anti-pornography  activists  had 
been  in  New  York  since  1979  when  WAP  (Women 
Against  Pornography) .  started  there,  and  the  "Sex 
Issue"  was  very  much  a  topic  on  the  agenda.  When  I 
was  asked  to  be  the  organizer  for  this  conference,  it 
seemed  like  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  go  into  it  in 
more  depth  and  really  give  people  a  chance  to  discuss 
it  and  think  about  it. 

I  JI:  Did  you  have  any  sense  when  you  began  organiz¬ 
ing  the  conference  how  controversial  it  would  be¬ 
come? 

CV:  Not  in  the  least.  We  thought  it  would  be  interest¬ 
ing  and  exciting,  and  a  lively  discussion.  We  had  no 


idea  how  acrimonious  it  would  become  and  the  kinds 
of  political  confrontations  that  would  take  place.  I'm 
astounded  that  people  are  still  talking  about  it  over 
two  years  later.  We  call  it  "the  conference  that  would 
not  die,"  like  a  monster  movie.  * 

JI:  There's  the  notion  that  the  conference  was 
dominated  by  sex  radicals.  Could  you  talk  a  little 
about  your  thoughts  at  the  time  of  organizing? 

CV:  I  think  we  were  naive.  If  you  go  back  to  the 
minutes  of  those  early  meetings  (which  are  published 
in  the  diary  of  the  conference),  we  mistakenly  be¬ 
lieved  that  what  had  gone  on  in  California  was  some 


came  time  to  do  the  book  and  there  had  been  a  ruckus 
about  the  conference,  I  could  imagine  two  things 
happening:  either  the  sex  perverts  would  bail  out 
because  they  had  been  so  battered  by  all  of  this,  leav¬ 
ing  only  people  who  were  fairly  mainstream;  or,  con¬ 
versely,  the  mainstream  people  would  bail  out  and 
say,  "My  god,  this  has  gotten  to  be  so  controversial,  I 
don't  want  to  be  associated  with  that."  I  had  a  real 
mission  to  see  that  the  book  happened,  and  to  see  that 
it  really  reflected  what  happened  at  the  conference. 
JI:  Now  that  the  book  has  been  out  for  a  few  months 
and  you've  been  traveling  around  talking  about  it, 
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kind  of  aberration  —  that  the  two  sets  of  people  in¬ 
volved  were  somehow  polar  extremes  and  that  they 
had  been  unnecessarily  combative.  Surely  there  was  a 
more  moderate  way  to  frame  the  discussion  that 
would  acknowledge  both  sexual  danger  and  sexual 
pleasure  as  issues  and  as  a  dialectic.  We  had  every  in¬ 
tention  of  doing  that.  What  we  didn't  understand  was 
how  some  anti-porn  proponents  use  a  very  consistent 
technique  of  putting  anyone  who  does  not  totally 
agree  with  them  in  this  polar  opposite  as  "The  Other” 
—  interested  only  in  talking  about  sexual  pleasure,  in 
favor  of  porn,  having  no  discussion  of  sexual  danger 
for  women.  Our  thinking  was  very  naive,  because  we 
didn't  understand  that  this  was  a  tactic  which  would 
be  used  against  us.  Now,  to  answer  your  question,  I 
think  it  was  consistently  our  intent  to  address  both 
these  issues,  sexual  pleasure  and  sexual  danger. 

The  conference  was  a  political  intervention  in  that 
it  refused  to  talk  only  about  women's  sexual  victimiza¬ 
tion.  That  was  a  break  with  the  anti-porn  approach. 
But  it  did  not  deny  sexual  danger;  many  of  the  papers 
go  into  that  and  acknowledge  it.  What  we  were  trying 
to  do  was  imagine  how  you  could  address  both  things 
without  sacrificing  one  or  the  other.  So  for  me  when  it 


what's  been  your  sense  about  women's  response  to  it 
and  women's  desire  to  talk  about  their  own  sexuality? 
CV:  I  think  it's  a  real  pressing  issue.  There  are  a  lot  of 
different  points  of  view  represented,  and  there  are  a 
lot  of  different  ways  into  it  —  poetry,  fiction,  photo¬ 
graphs,  more  academic  articles.  To  me  it's  too  bad  that 
even  when  you  come  to  a  book  reading  and  there  are 
50-80  people  there,  this  is  not  the  setting  where  people 
are  really  going  to  talk  about  sex  in  a  way  that  I  think 
people  really  have  a  hunger  to  do.  But  it's  a  start.  We 
can  say  that  we  want  to  talk  about  it;  we  can  talk  about 
the  conditions  that  would  make  it  possible  to  do  that. 
But  I  think  people  still  go  away  wanting  to  see  more 
discussion.  That's  what  we  should  be  doing. 

JI:  You've  written  about  our  needing,  as  women,  to 
gather  more  information  about  .sexuality  and  about 
our  own  behavior,  thoughts  and  fantaises.  The  term 
you  used  was  taking  an  "ethnographic  approach.” 
Could  you  talk  about  how  our  own  dialogue  about  sex¬ 
uality  might  emerge? 

CV:  Part  of  the  problem  in  the  sex  debates  is  that 
we've  gotten  very  accustomed  to  talking  about  other 
people's  sexuality  without  much  talking  with  them.  As 
feminists  we  have  mounted  a  very  elaborate  critique 


that  contemporary  science  about  women  is  very 
ideological  and  so  we  shouldn't  depend  on  it.  We  have 
needed  to  do  a  feminist  critique  of  science,  yet  we  ac¬ 
cept  mainstream  sexology.  Or  even  less  than  that  — 
we  accept  folklore  describing  other  kinds  of  sexual 
behaviors,  especially  unpopular  ones,  as  if  it's  true. 
We  have  this  enormous  arrogance  that  we  never  really 
have  to  talk  to  the  people  who  do  it,  or  if  we  do,  that 
they  don't  really  know  what  they're  doing,  and 
they're  totally  mistaken.  It's  an  arrogance  we 
wouldn't  presume  to  have  for  anything  else.  It's  not  a 
very  complicated  suggestion:  that  we  just  stop  talking 
about  people  and  start  talking  with  them.  I've  learned 
an  incredible  amount  by  having  conversations  like 
that.  I  think  it's  true  that  when  you're  one-to-one  or  in 
a  small  group  it's  harder  to  maintain  that  arrogance. 
It's  harder  to  say  to  someone's  face,  "Well,  you  just 
don't  know  what  you're  doing.  You've  been  brain¬ 
washed  by  patriarchal  conditioning." 

JI:  Also,  we  can  take  that  leap  to  stop  talking  about 
other  people's  sexuality  and  start  talking  about  our 
own. 

CV:  Right.  Well,  I  think  the  three  things  —  I  call  them 
the  feminist  counterpart  to  the  New  Right's  unholy 
trinity  of  sex,  drugs  and  rock-'n'-roll  —  are  porn, 
butch/femme„and  S/M.  It's  clear  that  porn  was  put  on 
the  agenda  by  the  anti-porn  movement,  so  it  was  in¬ 
evitable  that  we  would  have  to  respond  to  that.  But  it's 
astounding  that  a  vast  majority  of  feminists  have  been 
talking  about  butch/femme  and  S/M,  which  most  are 
not  directly  involved  ,  in.  They're  actually  perfect 
issues  because  they  raise  all  the  issues  that  we  need  to 
be  thinking  about  —  what  an  image  means,  are  images 
complex,  are  they  ambiguous,  how  do  individuals 
interpret  them?  It  raises  questions  of  sexual  dif¬ 
ference,  of  how  we  understand,  and  deal  with,  and 
learn  from,  someone  who  has  a  sexuality  that's  not  just 
like  our  own.  How  do  we  try  to  defuse  the  sexual 
hierarchy  in  which  some  sexual  acts  and  characters 
and  identities  are  privileged  and  others  are  stigma¬ 
tized,  having  no  legitimacy?  All  of  those  things  are  em¬ 
bedded  in  this  discussion  of  trying  to  talk  about 
butch/femme  and  S/M.  But  I  think  it's  been  a  really 
mistaken  discussion,  because  each  feminist  should  be 
talking  about  these  issues  in  terms  of  her  own  be¬ 
havior  and  practice,  instead  of  exporting  it  to  talking 
about  someone  who  does  S/M,  as  if  S/M  is  socially  con¬ 
structed  but  her  own  practices  are  not.  To  me  the 
question  of  "What  does  it  mean?”  is  always  a  sign  of 
which  side  is  sexually  unprivileged,  since  it's  only 
asked  of  those  groups.  Some  groups  explain  them¬ 
selves  and  other  groups  never  have  to. 

I  think  about  the  enormous  amount  of  information 
that  we  would  have  available  to  us  if  we  would  just 
speak  honestly  about  what  our  experiences  have  been. 
Some  people  have  been  known  to  do  that  but  at  a  great 
price,  and  it's  still  very  hard.  So  often  I  think,  instead 
of  my  doing  a  book  reading  for  two  hours,  or  someone 
else  jawing  about  discourse  and  the  semiotics  of  sex¬ 
uality  for  two  hours,  it  would  be  a  lot  better  to  look  at 
five  sexual  images  and  talk  about  how  we  read  them, 
how  we  saw  them,  the  differences  in  what  they  meant, 
the  complexities  of  what  an  image  is;  or,  as  another 
possibility,  we  might  just  talk  about  some  sexual  ex¬ 
perience  and  thoughts  about  some  sexual  topic.  From 
that  two  hours  we'd  come  away  with  a  hell  of  a  lot 
more  than  we  have  now. 

SH:  Pursuant  to  a  discussion  of  images  and  imagery: 
since  the  Barnard  conference,  five  or  six  different  sex 
magazines  written  mostly  by  lesbians  have  arrived, 
and  I'm  wondering  where  you  place  their  appearance 
in  the  discussion  that  continues  to  build. 

CV:  I  think  it's  a  logical  step  for  people  on  both  sides 
to  try  to  be  more  specific  about  what  they  mean  when 
they  talk  about  sexual  imagery.  It’s  an  effort  to  do  that, 
and  it's  an  effort  to  explore  pleasure,  instead  of  focus¬ 
ing  on  victimization.  It's  an  attempt  to  speak  of 
pleasure  women  actually  have,  or  pleasure  they 
would  like  to  have.  I  think  it's  a  courageous  under¬ 
taking,  and  no  matter  what  you  put  out,  you're  going 
to  get  shot  down.  That's  been  my  experience,  and  I  call 
it  Vance's  One-Third  Rule:  You  put  forward  any 
personally-favored  erotic  image,  and  one-third  finds  it 
disgusting,  one-third  finds  it  ridiculous,  and  one-third 
finds  it  hot. 

JI:  There's  a  certain-level  of  safety  to  it,  though.  You 
can  always  count  on  that  one-third. 

CV:  Well,  at  least.  But  it's  sort  of  astounding  that 
groups  that  are  proponents  of  erotica  have  never 
mounted  a  show  of  what  erotica  would  look  like,  but  I 
think  there’s  a  reason.  If  it  were  actually  about  sex, 
they  would  encounter  the  Vance  One-Third  Rule  and 
be  accused  of  being  pornographic,  be  accused  of  being 
revoluting,  disgusting,  ridiculous,  as  well  as  sexual.  Or 
if  they  really  stayed  away  from  sex,  and  confined 
themselves  to  images  of  fruits  and  flowers,  people 
would  say,  "Well,  this  is  absurd.  This  isn't  about  sex  at 
all."  It's  very  telling  that  they've  never  been  able  to  do 
that.  In  fact,  I  think  it's  the  next  step  we  should  take,  in 
a  generous  way,  in  an  exploratory  way  —  and  under¬ 
stand  that  we're  not  going  to  like  the  same  image  and 
that's  all  right. 

JI:  As  you  talk  about  our  need  to  explore  for  ourselves 
our  own  sexuality  and  to  explore  these  images,  I'm 
also  very  aware  that  you've  been  tunneling  a  lot  of 
your  own  energy  recently  into  fighting  the  anti¬ 
pornography  legislation  in  Suffolk  County.  Could  you 
talk  generally  about  FACT  [Feminist  Anti-Censorship 
Taskforce]:  the  impetus  for  it,  where  you've  been  and 


where  you  re  going.  New  York.  I  think  we  did  network  with  certain  groups 

CV:  People  in  New  York  had  heard  for  quite  some  who  have  traditional  concerns  about  censorship  - 
time  about  the  model  legislation  introduced  in  Min-  iegai  gr0ups,  writerSi  artists  and  so  on  ,  think  we  <fid  a 

neapohs  and  Indianapolis  and  had  gotten  quite  con-  lot  of  education  about  what  the  law  really  means.  Pro- 
cerned  about  it  In  early  fa  a  variant  of  that  legislation  ponents  of  the  law  hardly  ever  talk  about  the  law.  The 
was  introduced  in  Suffolk  County  outside  of  New  most  effective  wav  to  criticize  the  law  is  to  mimeo* 
York  City.  It  was  a  totally  right-wing  effort.  It  was  pro-  graph  it  and  give  it  out.  When  proponents  of  the  law 
posed  by  a  conservative  Republican  who  opposed  the  speak,  they  show  pictures,  they  talk  about  rape  they 
ERA,  gay  rights,  abortion;  and  his  explicit  motivation  talk  about  the  bodies  piling  up. 
was  to  "restore  ladies  to  what  they  used  to  be.”  It  was 


a  very  protectionist  piece  of  legislation.  It  was  called  a 
local  law  to  limit  violence  against  women,  and  it  had  a 
distinctly  right-wing  cast.  Its  legislative  preamble 
stated  that  pornography  caused  a  number  of  behaviors 
inimical  to  society;  in  addition  to  listing  violence 
against  women,  it  also  listed  disruption  of  the  family 
unity  and  sodomy.  The  impetus  for  the  founding  of 
FACT  was  really  that  bill. 

Along  with  several  other  people,  I  went  out  to  the 
Suffolk  hearing,  where  people  could  testify  for  or 
against  the  bill.  No  local  feminist  group  testified  about 
the  bill  one  way  or  another.  That's  because  they  were 
totally  uninvolved  with  the  bill  being  drafted  or  pro¬ 
posed.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  them;  it  was  not  at 
their  request  or  initiative.  But  the  hearing  on  both  oc¬ 
casions  was  packed  with  members  of  the  Moral  Ma¬ 
jority,  right-wing  groups,  the  Eagle  Forum,  Citizens 
for  Decency.  They  thundered  not  only  against  pornog¬ 
raphy,  but  against  the  sexual  revolution,  abortion, 
teaching  evolution  in  the  schools,  gay  rights,  and  the 
breakdown  of  the  family.  It  was  very  clear  where  por¬ 
nography  fit  in  that  agenda. 

What's  really  interesting  about  the  right-wing 


SH:  FACT  is  a  sight  for  sore  eyes  on  the  horizon.  It's 
very  relieving  as  I  scan  the  countryside  and  see  WAP  j 
here  and  WAVAW  there  just  to  know  that  FACT  was 
organized  around  the  specific  legislation  in  Suffolk 
County.  It  has  served  to  demonstrate  to  feminists  in 
other  cities  that  it  is  possible  to  oppose  this  legislation 
and  organize  around  it. 

CV:  We  got  a  very  positive  response;  we  were  just 
desperate.  It  was  hard  to  break  through  this  media 
curtain,  even  in  the  feminist  press.  So  we  just  made 
thousands  of  leaflets,  and  whenever  there  was  some 
event,  we  leafletted.  And  people. ..some  people,  who 
are  not  really  that  involved  in  the  sex  wars,  said,  "Oh, 
thank  god,  I  knew  there  was  something  wrong  with 
this,  but  I  thought  I  was  only  one  and  I  was  too  scared 
to  say  anything."  Plus,  there  were  a  lot  of  other  people 
who  had  been  very  sympathetic  to  the  anti-porn  ] 
analysis,  but  who  thought  turning  this  into  a  law  was  a 
terrible  thing. 

JI:  In  the  so-called  sex  wars,  the  shorthand  charac¬ 
terization  for  FACT'S  position  is  "libertarian  j 
feminists,”  "pro-sex  feminists”  and  even  "pro-porn 
feminists,"  when  I  would  suspect  the  opinion  within  I 
FACT  is  really  divided. 

_ .  are  a 


testimony  at  Suffolk  was  the  attempt  to  co-opt  not  only  r-\r  n  ,  ”,  ,  ,  cl™, 

,  .  r  ■  ■  »i  ^  .  ,,  1  CV:  People  who  have  been  working  with  FACT 

a  feminist  issue  but  a  feminist  language.  That  is,  these  ...  ,  ?  . 

■  .  .  ,  ,  ,,  °  .  .  ,  very  broad  group,  not  just  people  who  were  in  the  sex 

right-wing  people,  many  of  them  ministers,  many  of  f  1 

r  •  i  ‘  wars.  And  I  think  as  more  and  more  women  —  women 

them  members  of  born-again  Christian  groups,  now  who  ar£  writers  and  ar(ist  who  do  sex  education- 

use  a  language  of  violence  against  women:  Pornog-  teachi  jn  schools  _  realize  how  h  ial  h 

raphy  is  bad  because  it  causes  the  battering  of  wives,  .  u  cc  .  » ,  ,  7 

incest,  sexual  abuse  of  children.  This  had  never  been  a  ®W‘°  bet  affected  by ‘hlst  they a^I  Irr? 

concern  of  theirs,  but  now,  rhetorically,  it  is.  But  of  pe  SOnal  lntereS‘ ln  paring  about  it.  Secondly,  FACT  s 

i _ a  f  11  *  a  i'  7  only  purpose  is  to  educate  people  about  this  law  and  1 

course  if  you  listened  carefully  to  that  group,  you  saw _ K  ^  -r  a 

that  they  believed  that  sexual  abuse  of  children  was  f  , haveFAn°umf,ed  poslt'on , on  p,or; 

committed  mostly  by  gay  men  and  mostly  outside  the  "°7.phy'  7°ple  !n.  FACT  mnge  from  thinking  that 
familv  This  ties  into  the  whole  davrare  sex  abuse  porn  is  pretty  pernicious  and  very  harmful  to  women, 
scan^ils^And^n^heir'view.Ttispornlhat  causes  ^en  but  *ba>  ‘his  ^  thinking  that  porn  , 

to  do  evil  things,  not  male  dominance  or  patriarchy.  So  “Z-  ‘  /  dH  '  '  .  anu-pornography 

it's  as  if,  as  Lisa  Duggan  of  FACT  says,  pornography  analySia  does"  ‘  fu  y  do  *° thlnkmg  tbat  P0r’ 

comes  knocking  at  the  door  and,  once  inside,  Daddy  ™graphy  15  argely  good'  7thf  1  f  negat'v,e  featufes 
beats  Mom  and  rapes  Baby.  And  if  we  could  just  get  fairly  minor' 1  mfean'  “  runs  the  ful'range'  }*  we  had  0 
rid  of  porn  and  restore  the  family  to  its  intact,  proper  agree  °n  a  P°“.°n  pornography,  we  d  probably 
state,  things  would  be  fine.  have  to  come  back  in  a  year,  but  we  are  agreed  that 

Certainly  some  feminists  think  pornography  is  the  ii!Sh7  1S  3  6m  e  &  .  , 

central  cause  of  women's  oppression.  Still  in  that  Has,  yo  thlnklnf  about.  P°rn°g«Phy 

analysis  there  is  a  recognition  of  undesirable  male  throagh  tbe  course  of°rgan,zmS  af lnsl  the 

dominance  and  patriarchy.  Whereas  for  these  right-  ^gl.sl^°"  and  deah?g  ™re  ™th  tbls  if  ueT?(  , 
wing  people,  that's  the  proper  state  of  affairs  and  if  11  baan  1  changed  radlcally,  It  always 

porn  could  just  be  removed,  male  dominance  and  prcx  ““"e.d  ' 10  ™  that  Porn°graPhy  was  much  more  com- 
tectionism  of  women  could  operate  as  it  should.  P'eX. tba"  the  ^i-pornography  analysis  reflects.  We 
JI:  But  there's  been  a  very  uneasy  alliance,  as  both  "eed  t0  a  lot  more  abo“‘  individual  differences 

groups  see  porn  as  causative  of  women's  oppression  in  *butpfe°pleubr"ug  ln  fV,<IW,ng  tbe  lmage'  what  they  get 
a  maior  way  out  of  what  the  artist  or  producer  means  in  produc- 

CV:  I  think  porn  is  a  stand-in,  a  proxy,  for  many  dif-  art|lAhe  market  it‘s.in-  ‘he  economics  of 

ferent  groups  for  what  they  think  is  evil.  Lisa  Duggan  '1  df(r‘hut  °n'  We  need  to  understand  much  more  I 
found  this  in  her  work  in  Indianapolis.  For  a  neigh-  ab°Ut  ?hab  “  S  *  much  more  nuanced  area.  Even  an 
borhood  group  that  wants  to  increase  property  values,  T  3  s'mp,e  ‘h"J®  “  always  con‘a'ns  much 

porn  is  a  stand-in  for  neighborhood  decline  and  an  Z  f  Y  ?  T  ”y  messaSes' 

interracial  movement  into  the  neighborhood.  For  Z  H  ^  f°  ™ans  s.mple,  and  1  think 

right-wing  groups,  porn  is  the  proxy  for  social  decay  ..  R  .  ,  .  ,r  °  ^,n  erstfind  h°w works  than  to  ban 

and  gender  disorder.  For  anti-porn  feminists,  porn  is  Y  h  Y  W3nt  W“c  th’S  'S 

the  proxy  for  male  dominance  and  violence  against  P  .  !  ah  uzz  w°r  that  makes  people  totally 

women.  It's  as  if  pornography  has  this  protean  form,  ,  u  if  f  aSree, ,ln, seIf-rlShteous  fury 

It's  a  stand-in  for  whatever  evil.  Behind  that  is  the  no-  ab™‘  wba  !  means'  b“‘  we  really  have  agreement 
tion  that,  really,  sex  is  evil.  So  it's  actually  a  perfect  S  ^ba  ‘J  . neans- Then  we  go  embark  on  this  cam- 
stand-in.  I  think  attacking  pornography  is  very  clever  p  Hg  w  en  Fe  1  is  this  sort  of  box 

strategically.  Given  the  bad  rap  and  the  anxiety  at-  andTg,°d  * r*,8  ,n  Y  u  , 

tached  to  sex,  it's  excellent  as  a  device  to  mobilize  peo-  ic  u  rea  m  erestmg  thing  when  I  testified  at 

pie,  especially  given  the  extent  to  which  the  right-wing  tbpYLpnttffY56  w"6  Wel^iSu  m*,unated  tbat 
has  not  totally  succeeded  on  sex  issues.  Despite  all  the  f  r  me.  Here  I  thought  I  had  dressed  up  in 

damage  to  abortion  rights,  for  now  abortion  is  still  a,K 

legal  and  there  isn't  school  prayer  yet.  Reagan  hasn't  TK  ng  .  ,an  pToper'  nd  ‘hey  really  went 

,i„ii™  *„,„11..  La  T  _ _ af‘er  me.  They  said  in  their  most  sarcastic  tones, 

"Well,  Dr.  Vance,  since  you're  such  an  expert  with 
such  credentials,  perhaps  you  could  tell  us  about  the 
enriching  features  of  pornography."  That  stopped  me 
dead.  Of  course,  when  you're  home  for  three  hours, 
you  could  think  of  a  good  answer.  But  I  intuited  that 
they  were  trying  to  back  me  into  a  corner  to  portray 
me  as  some  kind  of  pervert. 

I  resisted  that  in  an  ineffectual  way,  by  getting  into 
this  Jesuitical  discussion  of,  "Well,  porngraphy  is 
many  different  things  and  blah,  blah,  blah,"  which 
they  had  no  patience  with.  So,  we  got  backed  in,  and 
backed  in,  and  backed  in.  And  then  I  realized  what  the 
answer  to  that  question  is:  "Yes,  I  think  sexual  pleasure 
is  good.  Yes,  I  think  women  have  a  right  to  have  it  and 
explore  it.  I  think  to  the  extent  that  sexually  explicit 
material  is  a  way  for  people  to  do  that,  I  think  that  is  a 
very  enriching  feature  of  it.”  But  I  was  afraid  to  say 
that.  I  learned  through  this  experience  that  as  long  as  I 
was  going  to  backpeddle,  that  I  gave  them  power. 
We’  re  all  afraid  about  being  ashamed  about  sex,  about 
being  labelled  some  kind  of  pervert.  So  instead  of  say- 

r  .  •  x  rx  j-j  xx  ,  x  c  •  •  x  xu  l,  ing.  "yes.  yes,”  I  would  say,  "Well,  maybe,  some- 
femmists  It  d.dn  t  matter  what  feminists  thought  ti  and  iPs  compiicated.”  That  just  gives  them 
about  it;  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  one  way  or  more  DOWer 

another,  despite  the  fact  that  Women  Against  Pornog-  JI;  CaP  u  imagine  any  common  d  or 
raphy  teshfied  there.  Those  guys  couldn  t  give  a  hoot  prochement  between  the  anti-porn  movement's 
about  what  feminists  think.  They  d.be  happy  to  use  anal ysis  and  the  FACT  position  emerging  in  the  future? 
you,  but  that  s  all.  But  I  think  FACT  was  effective  in  roe 


been  able  to  deliver  totally,  and  I  think  now  that 
Reagan  has  been  reelected,  there's  going  to  be  a  major 
offensive  against  pornography.  And  that's  going  to 
replace  all  the  others  as  a  sexual  issue.  It's  very  clever 
because  it's  much  easier  to  deliver  on. 

JI:  What  were  your  goals  in  forming  FACT? 

CV:  There  was  a  lot  of  coverage  in  New  York  about 
the  Suffolk  legislation,  as  there  had  been  some  of  the 
situation  in  Minneapolis  and  Indianapolis,  and  there 
was  a  total  monopoly  on  the  idea  that  this  was  the 
feminist  position  and  analysis  on  porn.  Mainsteam 
media  accounts  did  not  reflect  the  real  diversity.  One 
of  our  major  items  was  to  insist  that  feminist  opinion 
on  this  wasn't  unified.  We  had  this  great  flurry  of  let¬ 
ter-writing,  and  held  a  briefing  to  educate  people 
about  the  law.  We  wanted  to  raise  issues  about  the 
right-wing,  reactionary  potential  of  it  and  how  it  was 
being  used  in  Suffolk. 

SH:  What's  your  assessment  of  the  effectiveness  of 
FACT'S  work  around  the  Suffolk  County  bill? 

CV:  We  had  no  impact  on  Suffolk,  but  I  think  it's  silly 
to  think  that  Suffolk  had  anything  to  do  with 


Continued  on  page  10 


Centerspread  design  by  Daniel  Emberley 


Page  10  •  Gay  Community  News,  February  23,  1985 


Carole  Vance:  Porn,  Politics  and  Pleasure 


Continued  from  page  9 

CV:  1  don’t  think  there’s  any  ob¬ 
vious  point  in  common  on  the  sur- 
•face.  Their  analysis  started  with 
something  that  had  a  grain  of  truth 
and  then  just  went  haywire, 
because  of  their  confusion  bet¬ 
ween  sex  and  gender  and  their 
tendency  to  mix  everything 
together:  if  anything  has  one  thing 
in  common  with  another,  then 
they’re  the  same.  So,  if  por¬ 
nography  is  sometimes  sexist  or 
violent,  then  sex  is  violent.  All 
categories  are  infinitely  collapsi¬ 
ble,  so  if  male  masturbation  has 
something  to  do  with  por¬ 
nography,  and  porn  has  something 
to  do  with  violence  and  violence 
has  something  to  do  with  rape  and 
sexism,  then  male  masturbation  — 
collapsing  all  the  categories  — 
leads  to  rape.  To  me  the  anti-porn 
movement  is  an  attack  on,  and  a 
very  distanced  critique  of,  male 
masturbation,  which  is  not  stated 
very  directly.  I  think  their  analysis 
started  somewhere  good  and  went 
totally  off. 

One  other  thing  I  wanted  to  say 
that  your  question  reminded  me 
of:  1  think  that,  in  terms  of  por¬ 
nography  and  the  legislation,  the 
easiest  and  most  palatable  position 
to  have  is,  “I  find  pornography 
very  harmful  to  women,  but  I 
think  the  legislation  is  very 
misguided,  so  1  oppose  it.”  And 
some  people  do  have  that  position. 

I  think  it’s  a  more  difficult  posi¬ 
tion  to  say,  ‘‘Yes,  1  think  the 
legislation  is  misguided  and  I  think 
the  analysis  is  quite  mistaken  as 
well.”  People  who  oppose  the 
legislation  want  to  hear  a  de¬ 
nouncement  of  porn.  And  if  you 
don’t  do  that,  you’re  very  liable  to 
be  misunderstood  as  being  in  favor 
of  porn.  I  don’t  personally  know 
anybody  who’s  in  favor  of  porn, 
including  myself,  but  there’s  this 
notion  that  unless  you  denounce  it 
at  great  length,  you’re  soft  on 
porn. 

We’re  developing  all  our  effort, 
at  least  the  anti-porn  people  are, 
around  getting  rid  of  the  images, 
instead  of  elaborating  on  what  we 
know  and  are  interested  in  —  what 
we  find  pleasurable.  To  me,  this 
increases  women’s  sexual  ter¬ 
rorization,  because  although 
there’s  an  agreement  to  talk  about 


from  ‘‘No  Progress  in  Pleasure” 
series  by  Barbara  Kruger  in 

Pleasure  and  Danger 


what’s  dangerous  and  unsafe, 
there’s  no  arena  to  talk  about 
what’s  pleasurable.  Despite  horri¬ 
ble  situations,  women  experience 
sexual  pleasure  in  many  different 
ways  and  we  need  to  know  about 
it. 

JI:  Have  you  encountered  any 
derogation  that  what  you’re  doing 
is  esoteric  and  unrelated  to  the 
day-to-day  concerns  of  working 
women  in  the  world? 

CV:  Yes.  The  criticism  comes  for 
three  reasons.  Some  academics 
who  talk  about  sexuality  often  talk 
about  it  in  a  way  that’s  inaccessi¬ 
ble,  and  as  a  result,  feel  guilty 
about  it  and  begin  to  believe  that 
they’re  the  only  ones  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  it.  Secondly,  people  will 
say  that  working-class  women 
don’t  care  about  this,  it’s  not  an 
important  concern.  I  think  that’s 
totally  ridiculous.  It’s  true  they 
don’t  read  Foucault,  it’s  true 
they’re  not  talking  about  ‘‘the 
discourse.”  But  take  any  group  of' 
working-class  women  as  a  group. 
They’re  deeply  concerned  about 
the  role  of  sexuality  in  their  lives  — 
the  visceral  daily  pleasure  or 
displeasure,  what  deprivation  or 
frustration  they  feel,  what  they’re 
getting  or  not  getting.  It’s  a  very 
potent  topic,  and  it’s  on  every¬ 
body’s  mind  most  of  the-time.  It’s 
very  popular  and  it  appears  in  all 
sorts  of  transmuted  forms:  in 
Harlequin  romances,  gothic 
novels,  movies,  TV,  commercials. 


If  we  think  people  aren’t  interested 
in  this,  we’re  really  out  to  lunch. 
Thirdly,  I  think  it’s  a  real  deroga¬ 
tion  of  sexuality  to  say  it’s  not 
political,  that  it’s  trivial,  it’s  a 
decadent  luxury  of  the  bourgeois 
class.  To  the  extent  we  agree  with 
that,  and  feel  work  on  sexuality 
isn’t  important,  it  remains  a  very 
volatile  area  to  be  exploited  by-the 
Right,  which  they  do  very  effective¬ 
ly.  They’re  concerned  about  abor¬ 
tion,  family  disruption,  homosex¬ 
uality,  AIDS,  a  whole  range  of 
things.  They’re  right  in  there,  and 
if  we  can’t  speak  to  women’s  con¬ 
cerns  about  that,  teenaged  girls’ 
concerns  about  that,  a  whole  range 
of  other  concerns,  we’re  going  to 
lose  ’em. 

JI:  In  some  of  the  recent  writing 
about  the  sex  debates,  the  two 
groups  have  been  characterized  as 
radical  feminists  versus 
libertarian  feminists.  The  term 
libertarian  feminist  struck  me  as 
peculiar  and  misleading. 

CV:  I  think  it’s  very  perjorative 
and  it  raises  the  question  of 
characterizing  a  position  by  nam¬ 
ing  it  with  a  name  no  member  of 
the  group  would  ever  choose. 
What  power  is  involved  in  that!  I 
think  many  people  would  love  to 
characterize  us  as  libertarian  — 
anything’s  okay  as  long  as  a 
woman  gives  consent.  I  think  that 

Maguire 

Continued  from  page  6 
opposing  the  condo  plan,  Maguire 
played  a  ‘‘minor  role... and  helpful 
as  far  as  it  went.  She’s  taking  a  rap 
she  doesn’t  deserve.”  Flionis  said 
no  monetary  agreement  had  been 
made  with  the  Simon  Boyle  Group 
and  that  the  opposition  of  commu¬ 
nity  groups,  on  the  grounds  that 
condo  development  would  reduce 
low-income  housing  stock  in  the 
city,  had  killed  the  plans. 

Nigel  Widdowson  of  Simon 
Boyle  Group  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Globe  m  which  he  said,  ‘‘I  want  to 
make  it  clear  that  Ann  Maguire 
never  suggested  we  make  a  dona¬ 
tion  to  Back  Bay  Aging.” 

He  told  GCN  that  Maguire  had 
not  instigated  anything  between 
his  company  and  community 
groups,  but  rather  “stepped  in  in 


really  is  incredibly  reduCtionistic 
and  simplifying,  withr  an  attempt 
to  link  it  to  a  male  model  of  sexual 
liberation:  you  know,  stick  it 
anywhere  and  if  it  feels  good,  it’s 
fine.  But  I  think  the  issues  being 
raised  in  this  debate  are  infinitely 
more  complex  than  that.  I  have 
trouble  with  terms  like,  anti-sex 
and  pro-sex.  I  think  it’s  unduly 
personal.  I  think  we’re  all  very  vul¬ 
nerable  to  being  shamed  about  sex 
and  being  made  to  feel  bad,  I  don’t 
necessarily  think  that  people  in  the 
anti-porn  movement  are  anti-sex 
or  are  prudes  or  are  puritans.  I 
think  that’s  a  big  mistake  to  get  in¬ 
to  and  I  don’t  think  the  people  on 
the  other  side  are  sexual  radicals, 
who  have  an  enormous  amount  of 
sexual  pleasure  and  just  have  a 
wonderful  time,  ha  ha.  In  these 
discussions,  you  don’t  have  any 
sex,  you  just  talk  about  it  and  write 
about  it. 

The  things  that  made  the  Bar¬ 
nard  people  really  nuts  about  the 
conference  diary  were  the  images. 
This  reflects  our  ignorance  and 
visual  illiteracy.  We  have  no  equip¬ 
ment  to  deal  with  contradictory 
images.  Also,  at  the  level  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration  and  at  the  women’s 
center,  they  were  quite  alarmed.  It 
was  reported  to  me  secondhand 
that  they  said,  “Well,  what  is  this 
about?  It’s  just  a  conference  about 


the  role  of  negotiator  simply  to 
resolve  the  matter.” 

Paul  Waldowsky,  an  aide  to 
Councillor  Kelly,  said  Kelly  word¬ 
ed  his  letter  to  the  corporation' 
counsel  in  such  a  way  as  to  clear 
Maguire  of  any  allegations  of  im¬ 
proper  conduct.  Kelly’s  letter 
reads,  in  part,  “On  a  personal 
note,  ‘  I  have  admiration  and 
respect  for  Ann  Maguire  and,  in 
the  past,  have  contributed  to  the 
Back  Bay  Aging.  Neither  are  per¬ 
sonally  at  issue  in  this  instance.” 

That  Maguire  was  involved  at  all 
was  also  a  subject  of  the  Globe  ar¬ 
ticle.  She  is  quoted  as  saying  she  is 
“called  in  as  administration  repre¬ 
sentative  when  projects  in  [Bay 
Village]  go  before  the  zoning 
Board  of  Appeals.”  The  article 


a  bunch  of  lesbians.”  Of  course, 
there  was  a  big  concern  that  the 
good  name  of  the  college  would  go 
down  the  drain.  I  wanted  to  say, 
“Well,  lesbians  have  got  to  go  to 
school  some  place.  You  could  cash 
in  on  that.”  But  they  couldn’t  see 
that. 

It’s  clear  that  a  group  like  FACT 
in  New  York  and  other  parts  of  the 
country  got  started  in  response  to 
this  legislation.  It’s  really  galvaniz¬ 
ed  people  because  they  understand 
how  dangerous  it  is.  But  there  is  a 
danger  of  totally  getting  bogged 
down  in  this  back  and  forth  with 
the  anti-pornography  movement. 
Now,  I  think  the  anti-porn  move¬ 
ment  is  very  reductionistic  in  that 
it  equates  porn  with  women’s  sex¬ 
uality;  there  is  no  exploration  of 
women’s  sexuality  in  other  ways. 
Instead  of  talking  about  what 
women  do,  and  find  arousing,  all 
the  energy  is  devoted  to  pictures  of 
women  and  what  men  are  said  to 
find  arousing.  It  takes  the  focus 
off  women.  I  don’t  think  the  anti¬ 
porn  movement  can  set  the  agenda 
for  women’s  .sexuality  and  how  it 
should  be  explored.  I’m  very  fix¬ 
ated  on  images.  I  think  if  we  sat 
down  and  looked  at  slide  shows 
and  had  these  discussions, 
consciousness-raising  or  large 
groups,  that  would  really  move  us 
forward. 


implies  that  Maguire’s  interest  in 
the  negotiations  was  informal  and 
primarily  motivated  by  her 
residency  in  Bay  Village. 

But  Alex  Bledsoe,  the  director 
of  the  Office  of  Community  Par¬ 
ticipation  in  which  Maguire 
works,  said  she  was  working  “in 
an  official  capacity,  not  just  as  a 
neighborhood  resident.” 

Bledsoe  explained  that  Maguire 
now  deals  with  Bay  Village 
residents’  concerns  as  they  relate 
to  zoning  and  licensing  applica¬ 
tions  and  renewals.  He  said  that 
the  staffmembers  in  his  office  each 
handle  similar  duties  for  four  or 
-five  different  neighborhoods. 
“Given  that  Ann  Maguire  was 
familiar  with  the  Bay  Village 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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It’s  Not  the  Ism:  It’s  the  Women 


By  Alfred  DePew 

There  was  a  lot  of  talk  a  few 
years  ago  about  how  gay  men  and 
feminists  had  reached  a  fork  in  the 
road.  The  gay  men  were  going  one 
way,  and  the  feminists  another.  As 
a  gay  man  and  a  feminist,  I  felt  I 
was  being  forced  to  take  sides,  and 
that  didn’t  make  any  sense  to  me.  I 
had  known  feminists  for  years.  I 
couldn’t  imagine  not  knowing 
them. 

People  often  ask  me  why  I’m  a 
feminist.  They  want  to  know 
what’s  “in  it”  for  a  man.  It  would 
be  one  thing,  they  say,  were  I 
straight.  It  would  make  more  sense 
to  them  if  women  were  my  lovers, 
or  if  I  had  daughters,  but  they  are 
curious  to  know  what  feminism 
has  to  offer  a  gay  male.  I  never 
know  quite  what  to  tell  them. 
Sometimes  I  explain  that  when  I 
went  to  college  in  1970,  feminism 
was  in  the  air,  and  that  if  I  had 
come  of  age  in  the  1930s,  I’d  have 
been  a  communist.  But  that  makes 
it  sound  too  theoretical.  What 
happened  was  this:  I  started  to 


meet  lesbians. 

When  I  returned  to  St.  Louis 
after  my  first  year  of  college,  I 
called  my  friend  Susan,  who’d 
been  a  few  years  ahead  of  me  in 
high  school.  After  graduation,  she 
has  started  to  call  herself  a  revolu¬ 
tionary,  and  now  she  was  a  les¬ 
bian.  I  was  beginning  to  be  a  little 
frightened  of  Susan,  and  I  did  not 
know  what  to  expect  when  she  told 
me  to  come  over  and  meet  Sherry 
Jo.  I  guess  I  imagined  her  as  a 
great  hulk  of  a  woman,  a  bomb¬ 
throwing  Amazon.  Many  years 
later,  Sherry  said  she  had  been 
afraid  I  was  going  to  be  a  great, 
mute  hulk  of  a  man,  a  football 
player. 

In  reality,  Sherry  Jo  and  I  are 
not  at  all  intimidating  —  not 
physically  —  but  on  the  night  we 
met,  we  were  both  uneasy.  When 


we  finally  stood  facing  each  other, 
a  strange  thing  happened.  We 
burst  out  laughing.  Sherry  Jo 
threw  back  her  head  and  started 
thumping  the  kitchen  table  like  a 
drum,  while  I  grabbed  hold  of  the 
door  frame  and  rocked  back  and 
forth.  We  were  both  deeply  re¬ 
lieved  to  find  ourselves  as  we  were. 
Susan  stood  with  her  hands  on  her 
hips,  looked  first  at  Sherry  Jo, 
then  at  me,  grinned  a  bewildered 
sort  of  grin,  and  shook  her  head. 
For  years  after  that  night, 
whenever  we  found  ourselves  in 
St.  Louis,  'Sherry  Jo  and  I  were 
constant  companions. 

Those  were  thrilling  years,  a 
time  that  has  come  to  be  known  as 
the  Second  Wave  of  American 
feminism,  and  while  Sherry  Jo  led 
me  to  many  women,  the  lesbians 
were  the  most  exciting,  active, 
and  engaging.  Women  were 
changing  fast.  One  lesbian  we 
knew  used  to  fall  in  love  with  a 
new  woman  every  time  she  went  to 
the  laundromat,  and  gradually 
these  new  women  would  show  up 


on  picket  lines,  at  organizational 
meetings,  and  at  the  supper  table. 
A  few  weeks  later,  we’d  hear  of 
one  leaving  the  man  she’d  been  liv¬ 
ing  with  and  moving  into  one  of 
the  women’s  collectives  in  the  city, 
big  houses  with  names  like  The 
Westminister  Spinsters,  Thornap- 
ple,  and  Tomato.  Women  were 
disrupting  meetings,  making  films 
about  rape,  reading  their  love 
poems  in  public,  starting  up  a 
newsletter  called  Moonstorm,  ren¬ 
ting  space  for  a  women’s  coffee 
house. 

“The  feminist  revolution,” 
Sherry  Jo  proclaimed,  “will  begin 
here  in  St.  Louis.”  She  was  look¬ 
ing  out  her  living  room  window, 
pointing  east  toward  the  Gateway 
Arch,  as  though  the  message  had 
come  to  her  in  a  vision.  “And  it’s 
because  that  monument  is  not  a 


phallic  symbol.”  She  counted  it  as 
a  sign.  Walking  down  Delmar 
boulevard  one  day,  she  grabbed 
my  arm  and  said,  “Don’t  you  see, 
Alfred?  It’s  just  like  Paris  between 
the  wars.  Look  at  all  these  women. 
Look  at  all  we’re  doing.” 

Sometimes  I  try  to  imagine  what 
my  life  would  be  like  without  the 
friendship  of  these  women.  I  think 
of  all  they’ve  given  me.  Without 
them,  I  might  never  have  encoun¬ 
tered  the  writing  of  Agnes 
Smedley,  Meridel  LeSueur,  or 
Tillie  Olsen.  Without  them,  I 
might  never  have  understood  that 
to  free  oneself  from  bondage,  one 
must  first  be  able  to  conceive  of 
freedom.  Without  them,  I  might 
never  have  come  to  see  the  inter¬ 
relatedness,  the  interdependency 
of  all  forms  of  life.  Feminists  have 
made  the  world  a  larger  place  for 
me.  They’ve  helped  to  break  down 
a  terrible  sense  of  isolation. 

I  cannot  speak  for  gay  men  as  a 
whole,  but  my  feminist  friends  and 
I  do  not  seem  to  be  parting  com¬ 
pany.  We  still  write  and  call  and 
visit  each  other  regularly.  We  still 
seem  to  agree  on  the  essentials... 


Film  Feasts 

Fags  and  dykes  in  the  Boston 
area  can  look  forward  to  a  wealth 
of  movie-going  opportunities  in 
the  near  future.  The  Somerville 
Theater  (625-1081)  is  offering  a 
“Woman  to  Woman”  series  from 
Feb.  17  to  March  2,  featuring  re¬ 
cent  big  lesbian  films  Entre  Nous, 
Personal  Best  and  Lianna,  as  well 
as  Not  a  Love  Story,  Altman’s 
Three  Women,  Fassbinder’s  Petra 
Von  Kant  and  more.  Culture 
queans  take  note:  the  series 
climaxes  with  the  camp  classic  All 
About  Eve. 

March  1  and  2  will  also  see  the 
Boston  premiere  of  two  lesbian 
films  about  Australia:  On  Guard, 
about  lesbian  guerillas  sabotaging 
a  sperm  bank;  and  Tread  Softly,  a 
close-up  on  the  relationship  be¬ 
tween  an  older  and  younger 
woman.  The  films  will  be  shown  at 
MIT  in  Cambridge;  call  Barbara  at 
491-6972  for  details. 


that  it  matters  a  great  deal  how  we 
live  our  lives  and  conduct  our  rela¬ 
tionships,  that  while  our  lives  have 
meaning  in  and  of  themselves, 
they  also  affect  others,  and  that  we 
cannot  in  good  faith  live  as  though 
no  one  else  existed.  We  continue  to 
share  the  belief  that  we  can  change 
the  circumstances  of  our  lives, 
and,  in  doing  so,  help  to  change 
the  circumstances  of  others.  We 
still  believe,  however  precarious 
that  belief  might  be  at  times,  that 
there  is  a  future  and  that  we  have  a 
responsibility  to  help  shape  it. 

When  I  think  of  my  feminist 
friends,  I  think  of  the  faces  that 
emerged  when  they  cut  their  hair.  I 
think  of  their  extraordinary  beau¬ 
ty,  their  courage,  the  struggle 
they’ve  taken  on  with  such  grace 
and  passion  and  stamina.  I  think 
of  their  paintings,  their  poems, 
their  essays  and  articles.  I  think  of 


Maguire 

Continued  from  page  10 
Neighborhood  Association  and 
that  she  lives  there,  it  seemed  ap¬ 
propriate  that  she  do  that.  It’s  not 
a  huge  piece  of  her  time.” 

Bledsoe  said  that,  formerly, 
Don  Gillis  served  as  Bay  Village 
liaison,  but  Maguire  recieved  the 
assignment  to  relieve  Gillis  of 
some  of  his  workload.  Bledsoe 
said  Maguire  has  handled  the  Bay 
Village  liaison  responsibilities  for 
“about  four  or  five  months.” 

Maguire,  contacted  by  phone, 
confirmed  her  role  as  Bay  Village 
liaison.  She  described  the  work¬ 
load  as  minimal.  “It’s  not  a  priori¬ 
ty,”  Maguire  said.  “It’s  a  tiny, 
tiny  bit  of  time.  Very  little  goes  to 
the  [zoning]  Board  [of  Appeals] 
from  Bay  Village.  And  there  are 
only  a  couple  of  [liquor]  licenses  in 
the  area.” 

Maguire  said  she  does  not 
believe  her  work  as  Bay  Village 
neighborhood  liaison  creates  any 
conflict  of  interest  with  her 
primary  role  as  a  liaison  to  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  She  said 
she’s  made  “two  or  three”  ap¬ 
pearances  before  the  zoning  board 
and  one  before  the  licensing 


the  courses  they’ve  taught,  the  re¬ 
search  they’ve  done,  the  houses 
they’ve  built,  the  cars  they’ve  re¬ 
paired,  the  food  we’ve  shared,  and 
the  talk  —  the  hours  and  hours  of 
talk  —  around  a  kitchen  table.  Ul¬ 
timately,  it’s  not  the  “ism”;  it’s 
the  women  who’ve  counted,  and 
the  love  they’ve  inspired,  the 
courage  they’ve  given  me  to  get  on 
with  my  life. 

It’s  the  sense  of  community,  this 
shared  belief  and  sense  of/ 
meaning  that  have  been  so  impor¬ 
tant  to  me... and  the  certainty  that 
our  lives  are  not  trivial  or  inten¬ 
tionless,  the  conviction  that  we 
must  go  on  living  them  well,  and 
go  on  fighting  anything  that  de¬ 
means,  degrades,  or  belittles 
human  beings. 

And  as  for  the  gay  men  who  feel 
it’s  time  to  part  company  with 
feminists...!  shall  miss  them. 


board. 

In  her  single  appearance  before 
the  licensing  board  on  October  23, 
1984,  Maguire,  reading  a  letter 
from  Mayor  Ray  Flynn,  opposed 
the  approval  of  a  dancing  license 
for  Jacques,  a  Bay  Village  gay  bar 
and  the  only  bar  in  the  city  which 
caters  to  drag  queens.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  12,  No.  16.)  At  the  time  of 
the  hearing,  Maguire  refused  com¬ 
ment  on  her  testimony.  But  Bob 
Finneran,  deputy  press  secretary 
to  Mayor  Flynn,  said  Maguire  had 
testified  as  a  resident  of  Bay 
Village,  not  in  her  capacity  as 
liaison  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity. 

Maguire  now  describes  her  ap¬ 
pearance  before  the  licensing 
board  in  this  way:  “The  one  time 
there  was  a  liquor  license  hearing 
regarding  Bay  Village,  a  lot  of  gay 
people  who  lived  there  opposed  it. 
I  read  a  letter  from  the  mayor  op¬ 
posed  to  the  ownership,  not  the 
clientele.” 

Jacques  is  owned  by  Henry 
Vara,  who  owns  gay  and  straight 
bars  in  Boston,  Provincetown  and 
Atlanta. 


When  I  think  of  my  feminist 
friends ,  I  think  of  the  faces  that 
emerged  when  they  cut  their  hair . 
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USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
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a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
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The  latest  from  Matt  Sterling,  director 
of  THE  BIGGER  THE  BETTER. 


BIJOU  VIDEO 
VALUES 

SIZING  UP 


Bijou  Video  Sales,  the  Midwest's 
largest  distributor  of  gay  X-rated 
video,  offers  you  these  new  titles 
at  unusually  low  prices: 
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American,  Black  and  Gay:  1985 


By  John  E.  Bush 
In  the  May  1982  issue  of  Es¬ 
quire,  David  Bradley  wrote, 
“There  are  no  good  times  to  be 
Black  in  America,  but  some  times 
are  worse  than  others.”  In  1985 
there  are  many  who  argue  that  this 
may  be  the  best  of  recent  times. 
The  argument  might  be  correct  if 
you’re  one  of  the  majority  middle- 
class  whites  (or  Blacks)  who  have 
benefited  from  the  economic  up¬ 
turn,  though  Crisis  magazine 
(December  1984)  presents  statis¬ 
tical  evidence  which  vividly 
demonstrates  that  Black  poverty 
has  increased  since  1980,  and  that 
Blacks  in  every  income  group  have 
lost  ground. 


Before  Bradley  wrote  that 
“there  is  no  good  time  to  be  black 
in  America,”  W.E.B.  DuBois 
wrote  in  Souls  of  Black  Folk  that 
Negroes  were  saddled  with  a  dou¬ 
ble  burden,  “being  American  and 
being  black .  ’ ’  Blacks  were  brought 
here  in  chains,  sold  as  chattel, 
“scientifically”  discovered  to  be 
inferior,  and  left,  after  emancipa¬ 
tion,  to  “make  it”  or  die.  The  ma¬ 
jority  society  was  not  true  to  its 
lofty  ideals  and  sacred  creeds,  and 
Blacks  found  themselves  to  be  ob¬ 
jects  of  contempt.  It  was  prac¬ 
tically  impossible  for  them  to 
venerate  those  things  which  white 
America  held  dear,  therefore,  they 
could  not  be  truly  “American.” 

It  was  equally  difficult  to  be 
Black  because  blackness  was 
thoroughly  denigrated  in  all 
phases  of  American  life.  For  many 


Blacks,  particularly  the 
uneducated  and  the  poor,  this 
denigration  was  taken  as  truth, 
and  they,  as  James  Baldwin  said, 
“believed  the  things  that  white 
people  said  about  them.” 

We  all  know  something  of  that 
past.  It  is  an  integral  part  of  our 
present  —  being  Black  and  white 
in  the  20th  century.  Neither  group 
will  be  free  of  that  common 
history  for  years  to  come. 

If  DuBois  was  correct  in  observ¬ 
ing  that  being  American  and  being 
Black  constituted  a  double 
burden,  then  being  American, 
Black  and  gay  certainly  qualifies  as 
a  triple  burden,  even  more  dif¬ 


ficult  to  bear.  There  has  never 
been  a  time  when  it  was  socially  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  be  gay  or  lesbian  in  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  a  bane 
to  the  so-called  Judeo-Christian 
society  from  colonial  times,  and 
although  there  may  not  always 
have  been  open  hostility  against 
homosexuals,  they  were  certainly 
expected  to  stay  in  the  closet. 

Black  gays,  especially  poor 
Black  gays,  lead  even  more 
complicated  lives  as  they  attempt 
to  survive  with  this  added  handi¬ 
cap.  And  we  all  know  that  a  large 
proportion  of  them  do  not  make  it 
in  a  competitive  world.  They  are 
victims;  residentially  segregated 
into  the  poorest  areas  of  all  major 
cities,  unemployed  or  under¬ 
employed,  and  poorly  educated. 
They  spend  their  time  “hanging 
out,”  often  destined  to  become 


alcohol  or  drug  abusers,  victims  of 
ghetto  crime,  residents  of  mental 
institutions,  or  prisoners,  whose 
letters  fill  half  a  page  of  the  weekly 
GCN.  And  because  white  America 
really  does  not  care,  the  situation 
will  only  compound  in  the  foresee¬ 
able  future.  We’ll  certainly  have  to 
build  more  jails.  (But  not  in  my 
community!) 

Black  middle-class  gay  men  and 
lesbians  suffer  different  indig¬ 
nities.  They  often  come  from,  or 
are  members  of,  communities 
which  put  a  high  priority  on 
middle-class  values:  “being  like 
white  folks”;  therefore,  the 
middle-class  gay  person  tends  to 
confine  him/herself  to  the  closet  in 
order  to  survive  more  comfor¬ 
tably. 

The  Black  middle  class  might  be 
a  little  less  homophobic  than  its 
white  counterpart,  but  we  don’t 
know  that  to  be  a  fact.  We  do 
know  that  in  civil  rights  activities, 
Black  gays  (those  who  are  out) 
have  had  to  use  all  their  powers  of 
persuasion  to  get  Coretta  Scott 
King,  et  al.,  to  permit  openly-gay 
Blacks  to  speak  at  civil-rights 
rallies.  Moreover,  it  was  necessary 
to  dialogue  with  Jesse  Jackson 
before  gays  were  included  in  the 
Rainbow  Coalition.  In  some  large, 
predominantly  Black  cities  like 
Washington,  D.C.  (where  they 
have  a  liberal  Black  mayor)  there 
may  be  a  lessening  of  oppression 
against  gay  people,  but  in  other 
cities  (such  as  Atlanta)  the  Black 
mayor  has  tended  to  be  very  con¬ 
strained  in  his  relationship  with 
gays  (Black  and  white).  The  latter 
reaction  tends  to  more  clearly 
reflect  Black  middle-class  attitudes 
toward  Black  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians. 

It  would  be  helpful  (for  the 
Black  gay  movement)  if  more  of 


the  famous  or  highly-achieved 
Blacks  would  step  out  of  the  closet 
—  as  have  Audre  Lorde,  the 
women  of  the  Kitchen  Table  Press, 
and  James  Baldwin,  to  mention  a 
few.  Unfortunately,  the  price  is 
often  too  high.  In  most  instances  it 
signifies  the  end  of  a  career,  par¬ 
ticularly  if  one  is  in  politics,  gov¬ 
ernment,  or  for  that  matter,  in 
practically  any  career  which  deals 
with  the  public. 

The  hostility  against  gay  men 
and  lesbians  is  ubiquitous  in  a 
homophobic  society;  thus  Black 
gays  tend  to  protect  themselves  by 
remaining  in  the  closet,  just  as 
white  gays  of  similar  position  do. 
It  is  no  wonder  sexual  minorities, 
the  poor,  and  all  individuals  who 
are  on  the  margins  of  society  are 
suffering  from  the  rebirth  of  born- 
again  Christian  morality  (which  is 
opposed  to  almost  everything);  the 
Protestant  work  ethic  (if  you  don’t 
make  it,  it’s  your  own  fault);  and 
increased  chauvinism  (my  coun¬ 
try,  right  or  wrong).  The  environ¬ 
ment  under  right-wing  Reaganism 
is  not  conducive  to  encouraging 
closeted  homosexuals  to  step  for¬ 
ward.  The  middle-class  gay  Black 
who  is  slipping  in  the  battle  for 
economic  security  simply  cannot 
afford  to  take  on  a  foe  as  formida¬ 
ble  as  the  right-wing  state. 

A  final  dimension  of  being 
American,  Black  and  gay  is  unfor¬ 
tunate,  for  it  is  characterized  by  a 
certain  irony.  It  concerns  the  mal¬ 
treatment  that  Black  gay  people 
receive  from  white  gays,  who  al¬ 
though  themselves  oppressed  and 
put  down,  oppress  and  put  down 
their  Black  brothers  and  sisters. 
Many  white  gays  see  themselves  as 
superior  to  Blacks  (gays  included) 
and  reflect  those  feelings  in  their 
treatment  of  Blacks  by  name-call¬ 
ing  (“dinge  queens”),  refusing  to 


hire  Blades  in  gay  establishments, 
and  discriminating  against  Blacks 
in  access  to  gay  bars.  (It  happens 
all  over  the  U.S.)  But  most  of  all, 
white  gay  people  tend  to  isolate 
themselves  in  gay  social  enclaves 
which  tend  to  be  closed  to  Blacks 
and  other  people  of  color  (a  micro¬ 
cosm  of  the  larger  society).  Blacks 
who  are  subjected  to  such  racist 
acts,  closeted  or  otherwise,  realize 
that  their  triple  burden  is  actually 
quadrupled  by  white  gay  people 
who  claim  to  be  fighting  for  libera¬ 
tion!  It  is  miraculous  that  so  many 
Black  gay  men  and  lesbians  have 
managed  to  survive. 

If  white  America  and  especially 
white  gays  paused  to  realize  that  it 
was  the  Black  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment  gave  rise  to  the  various  ethnic 
movement  of  the  ’60s,  then  they 
might  begin  to  pay  tribute  to 
Blacks.  The  “new  birth  of 
freedom”  which  emerged  from  the 
Black  civil-rights  movement  gave 
rise  to  the  women’s  movement;  the 
Black  civil-rights  movement  gave 
rise  to  the  Native  American  move¬ 
ment;  the  Black  civil-rights  move¬ 
ment  gay  rise  to  the  various  ethnic 
movements,  and  the  Black  civil- 
rights  movement  gave  rise  to 
Stonewall  and  the  ensuing  gay  and 
lesbian  movement. 

It  seems  that  many  of  the  in¬ 
dividuals  in  those  movements  have 
forgotten  that  Blacks  were  first  on 
the  firing  line,  or  perhaps  they  feel 
that  the  Black  movement  was  not  a 
mitigating  factor  on  the  gains 
which  white  minorities  have  made 
in  their  liberation- struggles.  If  that 
is  the  case,  then  they  should  realize 
that  they  will  never  really  be  free, 
because  none  are  free  until  all  are 
free. 


America ’s  racist  past  is  an  integral 
part  of  our  present  —  being  Black 
and  white  in  the  20th  century. 


BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(61/)  267-2262 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
Suite  401 
678  Mass  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  576-2144 
(617)  321-8818 


CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN’D.  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
678  Mass  Ave 
Suite  405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
864-1197 

DR.  JAN  RISING 
418  Washington  St 
Suite  112 

Brighton,  MA  02135 
(617)  782-0267 

ELECTROLYSIS 

Judy  Feiner 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-2019 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End.  Boston  MA 
(617)  451-3514 


MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
(617)  641-1234 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
(617)  353-1500 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
02172 

(617)  926-4289 

HOME  REPAIRS 


GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 


INSURANCE 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN/ 
BUILD _ 

ROGER  WASHBURN 
Licensed  Landscape 
Architect 
53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  Ma.  02144 
(617)  776-6377 


ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 


TAX  PREPARATION 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 


T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC 
SERVICES 
Anni  Waterflow 
17  Shepton  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3106 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
160  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)423-1060 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  661-0248 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
COUNSELING  AND 
HYPNOSIS 
8  Woodbury  Court 
Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  745-2939 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 

ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

THE  NEXT  STEP 
Counseling  and  Training 
Cambridge  &  Newton 
Offices 
(617)491-6430 


CLINICAL  PSYCHOLOGICAL 

ASSOCIATES 

(617)  269-8382 

SOUTHERN  JAMAICA 
PLAIN  HEALTH  CENTER 
687  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-5900 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  E^st  Main  St. 

Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 
MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

35  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 
ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St.,  Rm.  219 
Boston,  MA  02111 
542-5188 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  643-1112 

DR.  STEPHEN  GOLBURGH 

Licensed  Clinical 

Psychologist 

1330  Beacon  St.  #231 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

(617)  734-6996 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY’S 

New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

CAREER  COUNSELING 


PAULA  HERRINGTON 
(617)  628-9043 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberq  DPM 
(617)396-7527 

ILLUSTRATION/DESIGN 

Jean  Vallon 

75  Everett  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-3278 


REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO,  LTD 
Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.  INC. 
318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS,  INC. 
36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

LITTLE  BEAR  AND  COM¬ 
PANY 

(617)296-1770 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL 
AND  SHUTTLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  St. 

Framingham,  MA  01701 
(617)  877-2278 
(617)235-2040 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC. 

P.O.  Box  190 

373  Commercial  St. 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston,  MA 
423-7730 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed. 


or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race(  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 

Well,  something's  begun 

and  something's  over 

The  fat  man’s 

pushing  up  the  clover 

Nor  can  I  say  that  he'll  be  missed 

He  lived  on  hate  and  hate  he  kissed. 

I  offer  no  blessings,  nor  mock  sorrow. 
His  going  can  only  grace  tomorrow. 
But  people  of  his  ilk  abound 
Just  look  around,  just  look  around. 
Beware  the  charming  conman's  tricks 
You  cannot  beat  him  off  with  sticks 
Only  awareness  freedom  brings 
from  false  and  ill-conceiv-ed  things. 
But  even  evil,  Old  Time  ends 
How  well  do  you  really  know  your 
friends??? 

All  my  love.  Porcupine.  (31) 

JAMES  FRANCIS  AKERS 
Looking  for  this  old  friend.  Please  con¬ 
tact  Jim  Reinke  Box  145  Ballwin  MO 
63022.  Love  peace  and  very  special  car- 
ing.  One  four  three _  (32) 

WANT  TO  BE  PUBLISHED? 

The  Speaker's  Bureau  is  writing  a  guide 
to  homophobia  for  teachers.  We  are 
looking  for  stories,  anecdotes,  per¬ 
sonal  experiences  with  being  gay/les¬ 
bian.  Send  us  your  coming  out  stories, 
feelings  about  being  gay/lesbian,  sex¬ 
ual  experiences,  discrimination  issues, 
etc.  No  money  but  a  chance  to  be  in¬ 
cluded.  Write:  GLSB,  PO  Box  2232, 
Boston  02107.  For  more  info,  call 
354-0133. _ (33) 

TIGGER 
I’d  like  to  pull 
your  whiskers 
Piglet 

_ ; _ (31) 

SOULMATE 

GM  6’  155  36  gdlkg  open  honest  in¬ 
tuitive  adventuresome  —  spiritual  but 
not  dogmatic  —  likes  outdoors  movies. 
Bx  27,  1430  Mass  Ave  No.  306  Camb 
02138.  (34) 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

GM  27,  seeks  ride  in  early  March.  Share 
driving,  expenses,  cnvrstn,  sights. 
Leisurely  pace  prefered.  Jonathan 
(212)222-7637  eves  collect. _ (32) 

Goodlooking  WM  27  wants  to  befriend 
a  young  smoothskinned  gay  boy  I  am 
safe  clean  discreet  and  fun  photo  + 
phone  to  Box  3072  Saxonville  Sta. 
Framingham  MA01701, _ (32) 


In  between  relationships,  but  not  ready 
to  start  another?  Has  working  through 
current  pain  and  dealing  with  old  ones 
left  you  less  than  spirited?  Do  shop¬ 
ping  sprees,  movies,  music,  conversa¬ 
tion,  parties,  the  bar,  books,  creative 
endeavors,  and  rearranging  your  room 
all  seem  a  little  off?  Then,  let's  plan  an 
adventure!  Why  wait  until  spring  to  feel 
better?  Start  now.  Send  a  description  of 
your  adventure.  If  it  works,  we'll  have 
fun;  if  it  doesn't,  at  least  we  got  a  lift 
thinking  about  it.  GCN  Box  114.  (32) 

GF32  above  average  looks  and  in¬ 
telligence  seeks  special  rel  w/affec- 
tionate  sincere  woman  whos  not 
beyond  love  and  other  craziness,  open 
but  not  too  independent,  needs  lots  of 
attention  and  marathon  sex.  GCN  Box 
V15. _ _ (32) 

ALIENATED  IN  IVY-LAND 
GAL  (Gay  Activist  Librarian)  would  like 
to  meet  PGRs  (Princeton-area  GCN 
readers)  for  fellowship  and  who  knows. 
. .  Please  write  GCN  Box  110. _ (31) 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM 
Prof  GWF,  25,  seeks  GWM(25-35)  for 
Marriage  of  Convenience.  Not  in¬ 
terested  in  any  pers.  or  financial  obliga¬ 
tion.  This  would  be  a  long-distance  rela¬ 
tionship  with  appearances  once  or 
twice  each  year.  Send  letter  and  phone 
to  GCN  Box  111.  (33) 


Gay  male  sks  gay  male  in  teens  or  20’s 
for  companionship  or  relationship.  I  am 
black,  wheelchair  bound.  Only  if  you 
are  interested,  call  Randy  at  787-2299 
(be  discreet). _ (3i) 

STROKE 

TOGETHER!! 

Into  j/o,  phone  j/o  or  man-to-man  ac¬ 
tion?  The  premier  nationwide  j/o  club 
with  over  2,200  active  members  wants 
you.  Take  things  in  hand,  and  write: 
Men’s  World.  Box  1616,  L.A.,  CA  90078. 
You  can  get  off,  stay  healthy  and  heat 
up  your  winter  nights,  easily. _ (39) 

GAY  CORRESPONDENCE  CLUB 
Meet  lots  of  warm  sincere  caring  gay 
guys  by  mail  from  all  over  the  USA 
direct.  Discretion  assured.  Friends 
Unlimited  Club,  955  W.  Lancaster  Rd., 
Suite  217,  Orlando,  FL  32809.  (31) 

SPERM  DONOR 

Sought  by  discreet  lesbian  couple.  For 
more  information  please  respond  to 
GCN  Box  113. _ (32) 

LF  discussion  group  on  sex  and  sex¬ 
uality  would  like  new  members.  Have 
been  meeting  regularly  since  early 
1984.  Looking  for  a  diversity  in  age, 
class,  and  race.  For  information  call 
Kathy  —  576-2368. _  (c) 

GAY 

FANTASY  PHONE 

DIAL-A-MASTER 

Samson  is  waiting 
for  you.  .  . 

277-5457  * 

MC/VISA/24  HRS 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 

SOUND  ENGINEER  WANTED 

Woman  Sound,  Inc.  wants  engineer  to 
run  well  established  small  sound  co. 
and  become  principal  in  business. 
(202)265-9000  #1932  Wash.  DC  20013. 
_ (31) 


PUBLICATIONS 

MATRICES:  A  Lesbian-Feminist 
Research  Newsletter.  $3/yr  (3  issues).  J. 
Zita,  Managing  Editor,  Women's 
Studies.  492  Ford  Hall,  U.Minn..  Mpls, 
MN  55455.  (ex) 


JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

4  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station,  Mpls,  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE. 


GCN  SPECIAL _ 

Due  to  a  shortness  (not  a  shortage!)  in 
GCN  editors  (one  is  5’1 "!)  we  sure 
could  use  a  5"  step  stool  (for  layout) 
and  a  drafting  chair  (about  30"  high).  If 
you  have  one  you  want  to  get  rid  of,  call 
Mike  426-4469.  (C) 


ALUMNAE/I  GROUPS 

SMITH  COLLEGE  ALUMNAE 
Alumnae  for  Alternatives,  an  orgnzn  of 
Smith  Alumnae  supporting  our 
lifestyles  and  careers  as  well  as  les¬ 
bian  and  progressive  politics,  is 
developing.  For  more  info:  write  Alums 
for  Alts,  Box  543  Northampton  MA 
01061. 


DOB 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians.  1151  Mass 
Ave.  Camb,  Old  Bap  Raps  evry  Tues. 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons.  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept.  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 


NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays.  PO  Box  885.  Nashua.  NH 
03060.  0 


SEVENTH  DAY  ADVENTISTS 

Gay  is  OK!  SDA  Kinship  International, 
Inc.,  since  1976.  is  a  support  group  of 
several  hundred  gay/lesbian  Adven¬ 
tists.  present  and  former,  in  local 
chapters  nationwide.  Ask  for  brochure. 
Box  1233-L.  Los  Angeles,  CA  90078. 
213-876-2076. _ _ _ (49) 

MOVERS _ 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


ORGANIZATIONS 


HAD  ENOUGH 

religious  homophobia? 


WE  ARE 

Gay  And  Lesbian  Atheists 
Write  to  GALA  for  information  and  a 
free  copy  of  the  GALA  REVIEW,  P.O. 
Box  14142,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan- 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester, 
Ed.D. _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,  no.22) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. _ 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


SPECIAL  DELIVERY  MOVERS 

An  Alternative  Yet  Professional 
And  Insured  Service 
Tel  491-6972 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day — any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 
.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

*  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


3. 


4. 


HOW  TO  PLACE  AN  AD 

Fill  in  Section  #1.  Ads  cannot  be  run  without  this  information,  which 
is  kept  strictly  confidential.  NO  ADS  are  accepted  by  phone. 

Fill  in  boxes  in  Section  #2.  One  space  for  each  letter  &  punctuation 
mark,  and  one  space  between  words. 

•Standard  capitalization  will  be  used  unless  you  pay  for  capitalized 
words. 

•Use  extra  paper  if  more  space  is  needed  (35  units  per  line). 

•If  you  request  a  line  skipped,  such  a  blank  line  must  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  rate  as  a  printed  line. 

•Please  use  area  codes  with  phone  numbers. 

•Ad  will  be  edited  if  form  is  not  correctly  filled  out. 

•Form  will  be  returned  if  we  cannot  read  your  writing. 

Write  your  own  category  (maximum  17  units).  GCN  will  assign  a 
category  if  you  do  not  choose  one  or  if  the  one  you  choose  is  in¬ 
appropriate. 

Complete  Section  #3  to  calculate  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

•  BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  changes  hands,  it  is  business. 
Includes  renting  part  of  your  home.  Sale  of  anything  is  a  business 
unless  it  is  the  contents  of  your  home,  your  personal  car,  etc.  If  you 
are  selling  a  litter  of  pups,  it  is  business. 

•  NON-BUSINESS:  General  Rule— if  money  does  not  change  hands,  it 
is  non-business.  Personal  items  for  sale  are  considered  non¬ 
business  as  well  as  all  genuine  personal  &  non-profit  organization 
ads.  Roommate  ads  are  non-business  only  if  you  seek  someone  to 
share  rent  you  both  pay  to  a  3rd  party.  If  you  own  the  property,  you 
must  pay  the  business  rate. 

•PLEASE  NOTE:  If  you  underpay  by  choosing  the  wrong  rate,  your  ad 
will  be  returned.  SAVE  TIME,  send  correct  payment. 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  GCN  and  mail  to:  GCN 
Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


Section  1 


NAME  _ 
STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Section  2 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter, punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  — 


AD  POLICY 

Ad  Copy  Regulations 

•  The  forwarding  of  an  ad  is  understood  as  acceptance 
ol  alt  the  rates  and  conditions  stated  on  this  torm 
GCN  reserves  the  right  to  revise  or  reject,  at  its  sole 
discretion,  any  classified  advertisement  on  account  ot 
its  text  or  illustrations 

•No  ads  will  be  accepted  without  a  lull  name,  address 
and  telephone  number,  which  will  be  kept  strictly  con¬ 
fidential. 

Errors  and  Omissions 

The  extent  of  GCN's  liability  in  the  event  of  an  error  or 
omission  is  space  credit  equal  to  that  ot  the  original 
ad.  provided  ttjat  GCN  is  notified  ot  such  error  or 
omission  by  the  advertiser  within  ten  days  ot  the 
original  publication  of  the  ad 

Changes  in  Copy 

There  is  a  single  $2.00  reset  fee  each  time  an 
ad  is  changed  and  a  $.50  per  lifie  per  week 
charge  if  change  increases  length  of  ad. 

Cancellations 

There  are  no  refunds  for  cancelled  ads,  but 
space  credit  will  be  given. 

Re-runs 

If  you  want  to  re-run  an  ad,  please  come  to  our 
office  or  use  the  mail,  not  the  phone.  Please 
give  us  your  full  name,  address  and  phone 
number  and  either  a  clipping  of  the  ad  or  the 
category,  date,  volume  and  number  of  GCN  in 
which  it  ran,  and  a  key  phrase— headline, 
phone  number,  etc.  Remember,  the  deadline  is 
Tuesday  at  noon. 

Box  Mail 

•  Forwarding  Boxes:  $5.00  for  6  weeks. 

Mail  forwarded  at  end  of  3rd  &  6th  weeks. 

•Pick-up  Boxes:  $2.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  may  be 
picked  up  at  GCN  office  Mon. -Fri.  10AM-6PM. 

Answering  a  Box  Ad 

To  respond  to  an  ad  with  a  GCN  box  number, 
address  replies  to:  GCN  Classifieds  Box 

_ 167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 

02111. 

Checking  Copies  and  Tearsheets 

Free  checking  copies  are  sent  for  each  week  a 
display  classified  is  run.  If  you  require  a  tear- 
sheet  or  checking  copy  for  a  line  ad,  please 
send  $1.00  per  issue  to  cover  cost  of  paper, 
postage  &  handling. 


Head 

Lines 


Section  3 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

= 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

= 

Light  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

1.00 

= 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

= 

or  Dart  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

= 

Capitalized  Wds:  (not  Headlines) 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds: 

X 

.25 

= 

Col.  inches  or 

part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


(Add)  = 


I'OTAL  for  1  Week 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


10%  = 
15%  = 

20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

□  Ckng  copies:  #wks _ _x1.  = 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED .  = 


□  Please  notify  me  two  weeks  before  my  ad  runs  out  for 
renewal. 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 
(No  other  discounts  allowed  if  this  option  is  chosen.) 

$100  for  one  year  (50  issues).  Ad  may  have  a  maximum  of  one 

bold  or  light  headline  and  eight  lines  of  copy. 

□  Payment  in  full  enclosed. 

□  We  prefer  quarterly  installments  of  $30,  $30,  $30,  $10.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  first  installment  must  accompany  ad.  GCN  will  bill 
for  balance. 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 
Return  this  form  and  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Classifieds 

ROOMMATES _ 

LF  33  seek  LF  28  +  for  apt  in  Central  Sq 
area  Iking  for  friendly  respon  person 
rent  275+  no  pets  smoke  drugs  call 
868-81 12  eves. _ (32) 

APT  TO  SHARE 

Prof  L  seeks  same  to  share  turn  6  room 
apt  in  Roslindale  March-Sept.  255/mo 
incl/heat  have  2  dogs  call  Paula  morn¬ 
ings  or  late  evenings  327-2628  keep  try¬ 
ing; _ (31) 

Som  IF,  2M,  2cats  sk  IF  to  share  4bd 
apt  nr  T  pkg  porch  pantries  vw  Bost  Ig 
kite  nonsmokers  only  pis  avail  3/1  call 
(617)628-7275. _ (31) 

Bisexual  F  working  grad  student,  31, 
seeks  compatible  roommate.  Quiet,  nr 
Nepon.  River  Dorch.  Near  T 
+  Xpressway  $162.50  +  util.  296-0915. 
_ (31) 

BROOKLINE  IS  AFFORDABLE 

For  March  1:  no-smok  hshld  forming- 
womonspace-Great  location-access  to 
C&D  Greenline-rent  in  the  200’s  a  mo 
range/incl  heat.  738-4689.  Avail  immed: 
2  rms  avail  for  womon  or  womon  & 
child-no  smok-access  to  Riverside  line- 
both  rms  together  for  325/mo  incl  ht. 
739-2049. _ (31) 

L,  30,  seeks  alcohol/drug-free  home  in 
Bos/Camb  area.  Contact  thru  Mike, 
GCN  426-4469. _ (33) 

2  GM  seek  3rd  non-smoker  for  3  bdrm 
apt  block  to  subway  Cen  Sq  Camb  ind 
but  supp  hshld  small  bdrm  $135  ht  util 
i nc  Call  8am  to  11pm  354-1337.  (31) 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


LF  seeks  non-smoking  LF  to  share  2 
bdm  apt  in  Medford  1  block  from  bus  to 
Hrvd  Sq  safe  quiet  backyd  garden. 
$212.50  +  util  +  sec  395-5886.  (31) 

Lesbian  roommate  needed  for  3  bdrm 
apt  142/mo  heat  included.  Great  loca¬ 
tion.  Independent  household  in 
C’bridge.  Call  Jade  354-7457  (e), 
770-0226  (d). _ (c) 

FEMALE  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

to  join  2M  +  1 F  (ages  28-39;  lesbian,  gay 
&  straight)  +  2  cats  in  large  coop 
house  in  Jamaica  Plain,  between  green 
&  orange  lines.  Nonsmoker.  No  more 
pets.  $175+  for  single  and  $220+  for 
double.  Available  now.  Please  call 
522-7572. _ (C) 


INMAN  SQUARE 

Feminist  faggot  sks  responsible, 
pacifistic  person  to  share  the  work  and 
reward  of  converting  small  dilapidated 
apt  into  home.  Please  call  David  at 
628-0016  or  923-0082  anytime.  THIS  IS 
NOT  A  SEX  AD. _ (c) 

HOUSEMATES _ 

2LFs  seek  ILF  to  join  our  friendly, 
cooperative  home  in  Somerville.  Close 
to  T  rent  $200  + util.  Call  495-5796  or 
625-7435. _ (31) 

2  semi-veg  LF  seek  3rd  for  spacious  Bri 
apt.  Quiet  neighbrhd,  frpl,  yd,  near  4Ts. 
Non-smkng,  30  + ,  no  drgs/alchl. 
$  165/mo  +  util.  782-0178. _ (32) 

HOMES  WANTED 

SEEKING  RMMT  &  APT 

GM  27  writer/rock  musician  seeks  a 
stable  living  situation.  $300/month  max 
rent.  Am  frndly  consid  emotnly  aware 
steady  income  Not  hvy  partier  Want  1 
or  2  similar  rmmt(s).  Call  254-0880,  not 
after  10pm  please. _ (32) 

NEW  GCNer  MOVING  TO  BOSTON 
Communicative,  athletic,  activist  LF 
sks  nonsmking  semi-coop  women’s 
household  up  to  $200  w/util  in 
Boston/Camb  area.  Call  collect,  Laurie 
(401)331-8086. _ (c) 

Prof  GM  27  seeks  Ibr  apt  or  room  in 
household.  Cambridge  or  Somerville 
areas.  Near  T.  Rent  $450.  By  3/1  or 
earlier.  Car,  Call  623-5588.  Larry.  (31 ) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

GCNER  NEEDS  APT 

New  news  ed  needs  to  move.  If  you 
know  of  any  2  bdrm  apts  in  the  Somer¬ 
ville/Cambridge  area  please  contact 
Stephanie  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SOMERVILLE  PORTER  SQ  AREA 
6  room  duplex  available  Mar  1  within 
walking  distance  to  new  Red  Line.  650 
+  utilities  off  street  parking  for  one 
car.  Contact:  John  or  Burke  776-7351. 
_ (32) 


Sunny  2  br  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Firepl, 
washer,  huge  yd,  prkg.  Nr  Orange  + 
Green  Lines,  parks,  J.P.  Center, 
Doyle's.  500  +  .  524-7390. _ (31) 

FURNISHED  ROOMS 

Bri—  Comm  &  Hvd  Aves  on  T—  Furn 
rms  from  75/wk  some  w/priv  bath.  2  mos 
min  stay  w/4wks  up  front.  Job  &  prior 
landlord  refs  reqd.  277-6622. _ 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent.  $80  wkly.  2 
weeks  security.  Call  723-5680. _ (41) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

People  to  waiter  in  small  restaurant. 
Flexible  hours.  Call  at  Downtown  Cafe, 
288-4626.  (31) 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

GCN  is  seeking  applicants  for  the 
following  positions: 

DESIGN  DIRECTOR:  (appl  deadln  2/21): 
Estab  overall  design  of  paper,  oversee 
prod  nght,  design  or  assign  covers, 
entrsp  artwrk/layout,  monthly  suppl 
graphics.  Requires  graphic  design/art 
skills.  Fam  w/type  specs,  design/layout 
exp  pref. 

STAFF  WRITER/CIRCUL  MGR:  (appl 
deadln  2/28):  Research  +  write  news 
stories  of  int  to  n'al  readership. 
Oversee  wkly  mailng  of  paper  by 
volunteers,  process  subs  +  renewals, 
computer  data  entry,  resolve  rel  probs 
w/subs.  Requires  writing  skills  +  abil 
to  work  w/deadlns,  interpersonal,  org, 
recordkpng  skills.  Knowledge  of  data 
ent  and/or  pers  computers  helpful. 
MARKETING  DIR/CLASS  AD  MGR:  (app 
deadln  2/28):  Increase  subs  using  dir 
mail  marktng,  disp/class  ads  in  other 
pubs,  renewal  campgns.  Prep  class  ads 
for  typesttng,  layout  ads,  bkkpng  and 
billing  duties.  Requires  admin,  creative 
+  org  skills. 

All  positions  require  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  social 
change,  anti-racist  politics,  and  collec¬ 
tive  decision-making.  Sal  $150/wk  +  3 
wks  pd  vac,  complete  health/life  ins. 
Resumes  to  Gordon  Gottlieb,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Les- 
bians/gay  men  of  color  particularly  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (c) 

COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
serving  primarily  gay,  elderly  and  stu¬ 
dent  populations. 

UNIT  COORDINATOR  F/T  to  manage 
pt  flow,  ans  phones,  make  appts, 
cashier,  admin  +  clerical  duties  of 
reception  —  knowledge  of  CRT,  bkkp 
+  med  termin  pref,  interpersonal  skills 
a  must,  starting  $5. 25/hr. 

MEDICAL  ASST  20  hr,  resp  for 
maintenance,  steriliz  +  stockng  of 
med  equip  +  supplies,  admin  + 
clerical  duties,  blood  pressure  and  EKG 
screening,  starting  5.95/hr. 

Good  benefits,  people  of  color  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Call  267-7573  or 
send  resume  to: 

Personnel 

Fenway  Communtiy  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115. 

_ (31) 

DIRECT  SERVICES  ADVOCATE 
Bilingual  and  bicultural  for  battered 
women  and  their  children.  32hrs  per 
week,  $14,000-$16,000/yr.  Resumes  by 
March  1  to  Transition  House,  PO  Box 
530,  Cambridge.  MA  02238. _ (31) 


SOCIAL  CHANGE  JOBS 

COMMUNITY  JOBS,  a  nonprofit 
newspaper,  lists  progressive  jobs  and 
internships  nationwide  that  you  can 
believe  in!  Jobs  in  women's  rights, 
community  organizing,  the  environ¬ 
ment  peace  and  more.  Current  listing 
$3.00.  Community  Jobs,  Box  221,  1520 
16th  Street  NW,  Washington,  DC, 
20036. _ (x) 

All-volunteer  women's  counseling  col¬ 
lective  is  interviewing  new  members  for 
lesbian  counseling  team.  4-8  hrs/wk. 
MA  preferred:  experience  required. 
LICSW  supervision.  Send  resume  and 
letter  of  intent  to:  Women's  Counseling 
and  Resource  Center,  1555  Mass  Ave, 
Cambridge,  MA.  Att:  TH  Night. _ (32) 

Full  and  part-time  person  wanted  for 
lesbian  owned  print/publishing 
business.  Good  entry  level  position. 
Must  be  responsible  +  reliable.  Call 
723-5130  days. _ (32) 

ARCHITECT 

Cambridge  firm  seeking  person  for 
working  drawings  of  apartment  project. 
Call  Hugh  Russell  at  661-5880  im¬ 
mediately^ _ (31) 

WOMEN'S  CENTER  COORDINATOR 

Strong  feminist  women  of  color  and/or 
poor  or  working  class  women  are  esp 
encouraged  to  apply.  30hr/wk,  $7/hr  and 
benefits.  Letters  of  interest  to:  Hiring 
Committee,  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St  Camb  MA  01239  by  March  8.  In- 
fo  354-8807. _  (31) 

Full-time  office  manager  for  Resist,  a 
foundation  for  the  radical  left.  Min.  2 
year  commitment  starting  5/85. 
Demonstrated  experience  working  with 
grassroots  organizations  and  proven 
communication,  writing  and  office 
skills.  Strong  commitment  to  anti¬ 
racist,  feminist  and  anti-militarist 
politics.  Salary  14K  plus  benefits. 
Resume,  cover  letter  and  writing  sam¬ 
ple  to  Resist,  38  Union  Square,  Somer¬ 
ville,  MA  02143  by  April  8th. _ (33) 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


VACATIONS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Year  round  Vt.  Mt.  retreat  for  women. 
Cozy  rooms  in  our  Farmhouse  Inn, 
wood  fires,  delicious  veg.  meals  home¬ 
made  bread,  informal  +  relaxed. 
X-country  ski  from  our  door,  horseback 
riding  (weather  permitting),  unspoiled 
natural  setting.  Z'/i  hrs.  from  Boston  — 
Call  (802)533-7772.  _ (32) 


RESORTS  

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont. 
brkft.  (401)849-7645. _  (13/1) 

VISIT  A  WINTER  WONDERLAND 

In  the  heart  of  New  Hampshire’s  White 
Mountains,  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN  has 
miles  of  x-country  ski  trails,  ice  skating, 
snowshoeing.  Downhill  skiing  and 
sleigh  rides  nearby.  Lovely  rooms, 
private  baths.  GREAT  MID-WEEK  DIS¬ 
COUNTS!  Grace  &  Judi,  Innkeepers. 
Box  118G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)869-3978. _ (33) 

CHECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail,  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487-9029.  25  Winthrop  St.  P’town,  MA 
0  26  5  7 


GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +  Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840,  _ 


SERVICES _ 

SWEDISH  MASSAGE 
FOR  WOMEN 

Treat  yourself  or  someone  special  to  a 
totally  relaxing  and  healthy  experience. 
Call  Robin  Ray  522-2184. _ (34) 

GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Call 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  353-0225  for  appt 


COUSELING— PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (35) 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Ol 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGEil 
Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs 
Anarchist). 


Very  admirable  Black  woman  would  I 
like  to  correspond  with  an  individual 
who  has  time  to  really  build  a  solid  | 
relationship.  I’m  young  and  very  sexy. 
Please  respond  with  SASE  and  photo  | 
if  possible.  Darlin  R.  CALDWELL, 
No.2-L,  220  E.  Maryland  St.,  Indpls,  IN  I 
46204. 


WOMEN  IN  PRISON!! 

Through  The  Looking  Glass,  a  quarterly  I 
women's  prison  newsletter.wants  to  hear  I 
from  you.  Share  information,  opinions,  [ 
thoughts,  feeling,  artwork,  etc.  with  each  I 
other,  and  help  create  the  connections  I 
needed  by  all  of  us.  TTLG,  PO  Box  1 
22061,  Seattle,  WA  98122. _ I 


RJVfRTY 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER] 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they  I 
[are  donated  and  when  money  fori 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal  I 
I  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a  long  waiting  I 
I  list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by  I 
[little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor] 
|  power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
[support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind] 
]  bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  [ 
|  contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 

]  please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
[prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont] 
| St.,_5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks!! 


[Elaine  McNevins  has  had  some  hard 
|  times  lately  and  is  behind  in 
[answering  her  penpals  but  wants 
|  them  to  know  that  she  hasn’t 
|  forgotten  them  and  is  trying  to  get 
into  a  mood  to  communicate  again. 


TS  INFO! 

We  have  some  copies  of  an  article  called 
“Transsexuals  and  the  Law”  for  whoever 
writes  and  asks.  Send  to  Mike  at  GCN 
Prisoner  Project. _ 

Pre-op  transsexual  needs  comfort 
and  support  from  other  TVs-TSs  etc. 
Can  get  mail  from  other  prisons.  I’m 
in  solitary  confinement.  (Thanks  for 
the  Fag  Rag/Bad  Attitude,  i  like 
them!)  Ms.  Nichole  RETTINGER, 
287570-E-2-IMU-GN,  Box  520,  Walla 
Walla  WA  99362. _ 

I’ve  been  reading  your  paper  for  many 
(4)  years  and  have  written  to  several 
prisoners  but  seldom  get  replies.  I  am 
sincere  and  would  like  to  be  a  friend 
to  some  of  them  but  I  can’t  afford  to 
send  letters  and  not  get  answers.  I 
write  poetry  and  short  stories.  I  want 
to  direct  this  specially  the  CHARLES 
STRAWN,  41115  in.  Kansas  because 
he  seems  very  sincere.  Robert  W. 
BOOZER,  165245,  PO  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 

[PRIS  PROJ  NOTE:  Many  prisons 
don’t  allow  their  prisoners  to 
write  other  prisoners.  You 
should  not  assume  that  just 
because  you  don’t  get  an 
answer,  that  means  the  prisoner 
isn’t  interested.]  _ 

In  for  white  collar  crime;  open-minded 
sexually,  educated,  seeking  life-mate, 
serious,  sensous,  and  sincere  gays. 
Hobbies,  sex,  music,  computers  and 
j  poetry.  Gary  M.  SIMS,  48166,  2-A-6, 
818  Jefferson  Ave,  Moundsville  WV 
26041. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


WHAT  ARTISTS  AND  PRISONERS 
HAVE  IN  COMMON  IS  THAT  BOTH 
KNOW  WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  BE 
TREE.  James  Baldwin 


..  . 

II 


WANTED:  Writing  and  graphics  by  black 
gay  men  for  a  book.  Send  short  fiction 
(up  to  5000  words),  letters,  journal 
entries,  etc.  about  intimate  relationships, 
coming  out,  family  relationships,  rural 
living,  youth,  prison  life,  aging,  gay 
activism  and  erotica.  Send  to: 
Beam/BGA,  Box  30024,  Phila,  PA  19103. 
Enclose  SASE  if  you  want  the  material 
back. 


A  friend  and  myself  are  in  the  process 
of  starting  a  coalition  to  preserve  the 
rights  of  gay  prisoners  in  this 
particular  institution,  which  is  a  never 
ending  problem.  If  there  are  any  kind 
of  material  (leaflets,  groups, 
organizations  etc)  in  this  crazy  state 
could  you  please  send  them  to  me. 
For  an  ad  here’s  a  little  bit  about 
myself:  lijce  chess,  backgammon, 
handball,  volleyball.  Sorry,  but  can’t 
write  to  prisoners.  Frank  WADE, 
B -064304  Box  558,  PO  Box  1500, 
Cross  City  FL  32628. _ ' 

I  requested  an  ad  earlier  but  got 
transferred  to  another  institution.  So 
could  you  run  one  for  my  new 
address.  Looking  for  correspondence 
from  understanding  men.  I’m  an  artist 
who  loves  the  outdoors,  animals,  and 
affection.  Frederick  (Breeze) 
REINHART,  A-085987,  PO  Box  1500 
MB  320,  Cross  City  FL  32628. 


Looking  forward  to  any  gay  males] 
who  would  like  to  write  me.  I'm  not  a 
violent  person.  My  interest  is 
camping,  dancing,  music,  and 
traveling,  but  I  actually  can  relate  to 
anyone.  I’m  cocoa  brown  and  have  no 
prejudices  toward  race.  Politics, 
poetry  and  race  relations  are  some  of  | 
my  reading  interests.  Kevin  A. 
KNIGHT,  79A  2323  (A-1-13),  Box  618, 
Auburn  NY  13024. _ 

I’m  interested  in  corresponding  with  a 
TRANSSEXUAL,  one  who  has  either 
“had"  the  operation  or  who  intends 
to.  The  important  thing  is  that  they 
can  “pass",  (smile).  I  love  Agatha 
Christie  novels  and  am  looking  for  a 
complete  works  of  Sherlock  Holmes. 
John  E.  MOSS,  60432,  Drawer  N  2A, 
Trenton  NJ  08625. _ 

Bi-prisoner  seeking  correspondent. 
No  games.  Interested  in  literature, 
poetry,  art,  science,  sports,  chess  and 
physical  and  aesthetic  love.  Write 
Richard  J.  HELTON,  14098,  PO  Box 
41,  Michigan  City  IN  46360. _ 

I  am  interested  in  having  a 
relationship  and  very  intimately 
involving  a  very  sexual  person.  My 
problem  is  I  am  bisexual  and  am 
liking  sex  both  ways.  My  preference 
is  a  transsexual  or  transvestite 
partner.  Could  you  please  let  me 
know  where  I  may  find  my  special 
person  at?  Anthony  PICEK,  PO  Box 
8101,  Suite  5267/C-44673,  San  Luis 
Obispo,  CA  93409. _ 

Looking  for  a  special  very  permanent 
someone  as  well  as  friends.  My 
interests  include  camping  out, 
fishing,  boating  and  traveling.  I  don’t 
mind  working  for  a  living.  I’m  40,  slim 
and  very  well  preserved.  Dwight  B. 
ROBERTS,  250608,  PO  Box  777  SPC 
381,  Monroe  WA  98272. _ 

As  a  gay  person  in  prison  most  of  my 
correspondence  comes  from 

Christian  groups"  that  seem 
determined  to  save  my  mortal  soul 
and  numerous  etceteras.  I  would  just 
like  to  hear  from  a  few  gay  people.  I’m 
a  gay  pagan  male,  Celtic/Gardnerlan- 
based,  typical  Capricorn.  I  need  mail, 
dear  people,  prurient,  intellectual,  or 
otherwise.  Tom  “Sea* Ram”  SLEVIN, 
PO  Box  747,  Starke  FL  32091. _ 

I’m  a  very  sincere  person  and  I  trust 
all  walks  of  life.  My  nationality  is 
Negro  but  in  my  eyes  the  color  of  a 
person  doesn't  really  matter.  It’s  what 
comes  from  their  heart.  I  really  enjoy 
reading  your  newspaper.  I'm  devoted, 
amative,  and  in  need  for  someone  to 
hold  on  to  for  a  good  friend.  Vernon 
SULLEN,  165-892,  Box  45699, 
ucasville  OH  45699. 


iDown  til  1997.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
(anyone.  Wishing  friendship.  I  enjoy 
[reading,  music  and  quiet  times.  | 
iPlease  keep  me  on  your  list  for  GCN.[ 
[You  have  no  idea  how  I  look  forward! 
lto  each  issue.  O.  Harry  HART,  47219,  | 
12605  State  St.,  Salem  OR  97310. 

(Down  and  lonely,  looking  for] 

[someone  to  share  my  thoughts  with.] 
|  Age  no  problem.  I  like  poetry  books  if | 
[you  can  make  them  come  from  the| 
[publisher.  Thank  you.  George| 
[PARKER,  PO  Box  215,  Maury  NCl 
[28554. _ _ 

[ Walpole  is  an  extremely  “macho”| 

[prison  and  oppressive  to  gays.  Most| 
[gay  people  suffer  everyday  in  here.f 
[Since  being  here  I  have  lost  alll 
[contact  with  the  outside  events,  and| 
[would  enjoy  writing  to  someone! 
|  about  sportsv  reading,  music  etcT 
|  Albert  GAGNE,  37978,  Box  100,  So.| 
I  Walpole,  MA  02071. _ _ 

I’m  a  simple  person  with  simple"] 
wants,  needs  and  desires.  I  enjoy  | 
cooking,  dancing  and  fast  cars.  What] 
I’m  searching  for  is  a  person  who  will  | 
be  “real"  with  me.  In  the  situation  l’m| 
I  in  I  can't  trust  anyone  hardly.  Thank | 
you  for  your  concern.  Al  SMALCER,| 
175694,  PO  Box  4571,  Lima  OH  45802.1 

I  Gay  prisoner  interested  in  any  TVs,| 

|TSs  or  beautiful  males  to  write.  In[ 
|  order  to  make  this  time  easier.  Shanel 
J.  RUFF,  106232,  PO  Box  97, r 
McAlester,  OK  74502. _ 

|l  hope  you’ll  put  me  in  your  list  | 
|because  I’d  really  like  to  find  a  queen  | 
[to  correspond  with.  Nationality  does] 
[not  matter.  In  all  my  relationships  l’m| 
[the  dominant  party.  So  reply  will  you. 
[Herman  L.  HALL,  Box  500,  014712,  | 
lOlustee  FL  32072. 


OUeMDhR 


February  16 
to 

February  23 

16  Saturday 

Framingham  —  Valentine’s  Pink  and  Black 
Party  sponsored  by  Tri-County  Association; 
Carondelet  Hall,  Deaf  Community  Center, 
Bethany  Rd.  7:30PM.  Potluck  supper, 
BYOB.  Info:  655-4268. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Blood  Drive  to  sup¬ 
port  the  AIDS  Action  Committee;  Cambridge 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Central  Sq.  10AM- 
3PM.  Info:  Boston  NOW,  661-6015. 

Boston  —  Rainbow  Coalition  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Constituency  general  meeting.  7:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  Michelle,  776-4514. 

Cambridge  —  Lavender  Hearts:  Stories  of 
Lesbian  Romance  and  Erotica,  by  Jennifer 
Justice.  186  Hampshire  (New  Words  Book¬ 
store  basement),  Inman  Sq.  Two  shows:  7 
and  9PM.  $5.  Reservations:  776-4514. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Same-sex  intimacy  work¬ 
shop  for  gay  and  straight  men.  Boston  In¬ 
stitute  for  Social  Therapy  and  Research,  715 
Centre  St.  2-5PM.  $10.  Registration: 
524-7710. 

Boston  —  Rhythms,  a  play  about  women, 
race  and  sex.  Palace  Road  Theater.  Mass. 
College  of  Art.  621  Huntington  Ave.  8PM. 
$5.  (Fri. ,  Sat.  and  Sun.  through  Feb.  24.) 
Info:  232-1555  x318. 

Provincetown  —  Womantide  Magazine 

benefit:  poetry,  prose  and  more.  7:30PM; 
dancing  at  10PM.  Cash  bar,  non-alcoholic 
beverages  available.  P'town  Town  Hall.  $6. 
Info:  487-3574. 

Truro  —  Music  Retreat  for  Women  featuring 
Alix  Dobkin  &  Debbie  Fier.  Continues 
through  the  18th.  Info:  771-8298. 

Provincetown  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus 

in  concert;  Universalist  Meeting  House,  236 
Commercial  St.  $5.  Info:  P’town  Business 
Guild. 


Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in  P’town, 
Saturday  2/16 


17  Sunday 

Brookline  —  Americana  Shorts  including  “I 
Remember  Barbara”  and  “The  Plow  that 
Broke  the  Plains” ;  Brookline  Arts  Center,  86 
Monmouth  St.  3PM.  $2.  Info:  277-4618. 

Boston  —  The  Battle  over  Censorships  six- 
part  series  on  WGBH  radio,  89.7  FM.  4PM. 
Info:  492-2777. 

20  Wednesday 

Brookline  —  Conservative/ Moderate  gay 

men  and  women  meet  to  plan  new  political 
organization.  256  Summit  Ave.  7:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  Bob  Ebersole,  1-582-4240  or  Don  Otto, 
734-2069. 

21  thursday 

Cambridge  — .  Incest  Resources  drop-in 
discussion  on  “anger”;  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Info:  492-1818. 


Black  Histo 
February 

Beacon  Hill  —  Out  of  Africa  exhibit;  Doric  Hall, 
State  House;  Mon-Fri. ,  10AM-4PM;  Info: 
223-0058. 

Framingham  —  An  Independent  Woman:  the 

Art  and  Life  of  Meta  Warrick  Fuller; 
sculptures,  photos,  letters,  poetry  and  text  by 
Harriet  Forte  Kennedy;  Danforth  Museum.  In¬ 
fo:  620-0050  (Through  Feb.  22). 

Downtown  —  A  Revolution  in  the  Minds  of  the 
People,  a  history  of  Revolutionary  Boston 
through  the  eyes  of  Blacks,  women  and  work¬ 
ing  people  of  the  time;  For  ages  9-12;  Old 
South  Meeting  House,  310  Washington  St; 
3-5PM;  Reservations:  482-6439. 

ry  Month 

1985 

Copley  Square  —  Boston  Afro-American  Ar¬ 
tists:  paintings,  sculpture  and  handicrafts; 
Boston  Public  Libary;  9AM-5PM;  Info: 
536-5400. 

Downtown  —  Of  Phyllis  Wheatley:  Ode  to  an 

Early  American  Black  Poet;  Old  South  Meeting 
House,  310  Washington  St;  10AM-4PM;  In¬ 
fo:  482-6439. 

South -End  —  Black  Images:  Past,  Present 
and  Future,  an  exhibit  on  institutional  racism 
and  positive  Black  leaders;  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave;  Mon-Fri,  9AM- 
6PM.  Info:  536-2842. 

18  monday 

Boston  —  Black  classical  composers  on 

WGBH  radio,  89.7  FM;  8-11 :30PM. 

21  thursday 

Downtown  —  Women  We  Looked  Up  To:  In¬ 
terviews  with  Black  Women,  a  lecture  by 
Ruth  Hill;  Old  South  Meeting  House,  310 
Washington  St;  12:15PM;  Info:  482-6439. 

Cambridge  —  To  Be  Young,  Gifted  and 
Black,  a  play  about  Lorraine  Hansberry; 
Mt.  Auburn  Branch,  Cambridge  Public 
Library,  64  Aberdeen  Ave;  Info:  498-9085. 

22  friday 

Dorchester  —  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  to 

perform;  Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
8PM.  $10  in  advance,  $11  at  door.  Inter¬ 
preted  for  the  hearing  impaired.  Childcare  by 
reservation  (523-3772).  Info:  547-1378. 

South  End  —  Unity  Through  Creativity,  an 

ethnic  dance  ensemble;  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.;  7PM;  Info: 
536-2842. 

23  Saturday 

Dorchester  —  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  (see 
Feb.  22  for  details.) 

24  Sunday 

Downtown  —  Somewhere  Else  Black  History 
celebration:  buffet,  exhibition,  poetry, 
history,  performance  and  dancing;  295 
Franklin  St.;  7PM;  $2;  Info:  423-7730. 

27  Wednesday 

Boston  —  “The  Voice  of  the  Liberator,”  a 

dramatization  of  a  meeting  of  the  Mass.  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  Feb.  1840;  Old  South  Meet¬ 
ing  House,  310  Washington  St.  7PM.  Info: 
1-482-6439. 

Boston  —  Gay  Community  News  always 
needs  help  on  production  night  when 
articles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  If 
you’ve  done  proofreading  or  layout  and 
would  like  to  volunteer,  stop  by  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  5th  Floor  (5-8pm  for  proofing, 
7:30-1 1pm  for  layout).  Come  help  out  GCN 
and  read  tomorrow’s  news  today. 


Haverhill  —  (GALLYNS)  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Liberated  Youth  of  the  North  Shore  rap  group 
open  to  14-22  year-olds.  Info:  Larry 
373-7618,  or  PO  Box  1803,  Haverhill,  MA 
01830. 


Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Committee 

meeting;  Hill  House  on  Joy  St.  7PM.  All 
welcome.  Info:  889-4777  or  P.0.  Box  8916, 
Boston.  02114. 


South  End  —  Films:  The  Sky  Is  Grey  and  The 
Second  American  Revolution ;  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House,  566  Columbus  Ave;  10AM- 
noon;  Info:  536-2842. 


Sweat  Honey  in  the  Rock,  see  Black 
History  Month  calendar,  Friday  2/22 
and  Saturday  2/23 


22  friday 

Boston  -  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!!!  Come 
help  send  out  the  paper  to  our  subscribers. 

Refreshments  and  good  times.  Come  any¬ 
time  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont  Street,  5th 
Floor  .(near  Boylston  and  Park  Street  “T” 
stops).  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us  on  the 
GCN  intercom  located  outside  the  front  door. 

Boston  —  George  Stambolian  reading  from 
Male  Fantasies/Gay  Realities:  Interviews 
with  Ten  Mem,  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  43 
Winter  St.,  second  floor,  Downtown.  8PM. 
Info:  542-0144. 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Oneg  and  discussion  on 
choosing  children;  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  8PM. 

Cambridge  —  “The  Politics  of  AIDS:  Sex 

and  Germs,”  with  John  Beldekas  and  Cindy 
Patton;  MIT  Room  9-150,  105  Mass.  Ave. 
Free.  Info:  Black  Rose  Collective,  547-5513. 


23  Saturday 

Provincetown  —  Robin  Ferguson  in  concert 
at  the  Cape  Inn,  Bradford  St.  Info:  Heart- 
shield,  487-0555. 

Cambridge  —  Self-Defense  Workshop  for 

Women  and  Girls;  Sanchin  Women’s  Karate 
and  Self  Defense  School.  1-4PM.  $5-$15 
sliding  scale.  Registration:  628-3110. 

Boston  —  Greater  Boston  Gay  Men’s 
Association  meeting,  “Gay  Literature  of  the 
'80s  —  Happy  Endings”;  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  33  Bowdoin  St.,  Beacon  Hill. 
8PM.  All  welcome.  Bring  food  or  drink. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  Mardi  Gras  Carnival.  8PM.  BYOB  & 
Food/munchies.  Beer  on  Tap.  Costumes  en¬ 
couraged.  Contributions  donated  to  AIDS 
Action  Committee.  Info:  Will,  265-0348  or 
Terry,  436-1538. 

Watertown  —  GLOW,  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown,  will  meet  for  dessert  and  to 
discuss  questionaire  results.  7:30PM.  Info: 
923-2065  or  926-5371  before  9PM. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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Notes 

who  needs  tom  robinson? 

Tom  Robinson  and  the  Crew  with 
Dumptruck  at  the  Paradise  Theater, 
Boston 

Some  people  need  earrings, 
labyrises,  sperm-cuts  or  lavender  tee 
shirts.  And  then  some  people  just  need  a 
well-cut  suit.  Some  people  need  affinity 
groups,  identity  crises  and  mental- 
health  plans.  And  some  people  just 
need  a  radio  that  gets  all  their  favorite 
stations.  I  can  conceive  of  my  favorite 
radio  station  playing  Tom  Robinson, 
but  I’d  just  as  soon  they  not  make  a 
habit  of  it. 

I’m  trying  to  get  an  angle  on  why 
queers  should  be  proud  of  Tom  Robin¬ 
son’s  music,  and  I’m  drawing  a  blank. 
Certainly  there  is  “gay  content”  in  his 
songs.  “Can’t  Keep  Away”  is  about  tea¬ 
room  sex  (“cottaging,”  those  Brits  call 
it),  “Rikki  Don’t  Lose  That  Number”  is 
about  ships  that  pass  in  the  night,  etc., 
and  the  vamping  that  went  with  “(I 
Want  To  Be  Your)  Cabin  Boy”  at  Tom 
Robinson’s  recent  Paradise  concert 
wouldn’t  be  out  of  place  at  your.favorite 
club.* 

But  the  music?  Well,  there  have  been 
a  lot  of  Tom  Robinson  albums,  and 
even  more  Tom  Robinson  Bands  (which 
never  quite  seem  to  match  up  with  the 
albums),  and  every  time  around  you  can 
call  it  something  different:  Stones-type 
rock,  “new  wave,”  reggae,  folk,  disco  — 
to  the  point  where  it’s  becoming  very 
difficult  to  figure  out  exactly  what  TR  is 
trying  to  dp.  Hope  and  Glory,  the  cur¬ 
rent  album  (on  the  Geffen  label!  Big 
Time!),  a -compilation  of  the  past  few 
years’  diverse  singles  along  with  new 
material,  was  even  more  of  a  mishmash 
as  reinterpreted  by  “the  Crew”  with 
various  emphases  on  mushy  keyboards 
and  random  sax  assaults.  Strong  songs 
can  withstand  being  roughed  up  by 
This  Year’s  Tour  Band,  but  not  that 
many  TR  songs  can  hold  their  own 
against  a  bad  guitar  solo. 

Some  of  the  good  songs  surfaced  at 
the  concert;  “Atmospherics:  Listen  to 
the  Radio,”  which  he  co-wrote  with 
Peter  Gabriel,  received  a  subdued  and 
moving  treatment  featuring  Robinson’s 
own  keyboard  playing.  “Power  In  the 
Darkness”,  still  rocks.  These  songs 
could  probably  even  survive  being  per¬ 
formed  by  Madonna.  But  "Glad  To  Be 
Gay,”  aside  from  its  political  moment, 
simply  does  not  exist  as  a  song,  and 
nothing  could  make  that  clearer  than 
the  solo-organ  bagatelle  Robinson 
made  of  it.  (Ever  wondered  what  a 
rollicking  dirge  would  sound  like?) 
Some  of  the  early  songs,  notably  “Rikki 
Don’t  Lose  That  Number,”  have  been 
reworked  to  the  point  where  they  no 
longer  have  a  form.  The  recent  “Murder^ 
at  the  End  of  the  Day,”  with  its  parallel 
stories  of  a  desperate  mugger  and  a 
desperately  overreaching  lover,  was 
biting  on  the  record,  but  got  completely 
lost  in  some  embarrassing  theatrics  in¬ 
volving  a  tommy-gun  shaped  guitar. 

If  Robinson’s  obsessive  musical  pro¬ 
miscuity  points  to  anything,  it  is  an 
undeniable  desire  to  please.  The  light¬ 
weight  charts,  the  elaborate  lyrics  and 
hammy  staging,  come  not  from  gay  lib 
but  straight  from  vaudeville.  The  demo¬ 
cratic  tradition  of  English  stage  music 
is  a  noble  one,  but  its  day  is  past.  “Be¬ 
ing  gay”  on  stage  is  not  enough,  if  what 
makes  you  glad  to  be  gay  is  real  music. 
Yes,  there  are  still  queers  who  find  a 
music  hall  song  “about”  being  gay 
cathartic,  and  these  people  need  Tom 
Robinson.  But  others  of  us  are  glad  we 
showed  up  early  enough  to  hear  Dump- 
truck  play  real  rock  ’n’  roll. 

—  Rob  Schmeider 


E  WS 


Gav  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  twelfth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 


scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 


My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ | 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $  _ 

25  weeks  $17.50  $  _ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $  _ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  _ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 

which  are  greatly  appreciated.  : 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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